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Present:  Kourosh Amirkhani, Marc d’Alarcao, Megan Chang, Stefan 
Frazier, Heather Lattimer, Ellen Middaugh, Richard 
Mocarski, Scott Shaffer, Het Tikawala, Cristina Velarde, 
Hiu-Yung Wong 

 
Absent:    Marie Haverfield   

 
Workload Impact:  Departments who provide an alternative writing assessment to 
satisfy the writing requirements will need to devote resources to design and execute 
the assessment and evaluate its effectiveness. CGS, UWC, and GS&R will need to 
review the proposals. GWAR class numbers and sizes might change if many 
departments opt for providing an alternative writing assessment plan. 

 
Financial Impact:  The design and execution of some alternative writing assessments 
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UNIVERSITY POLICY  
University Writing: Requirements/Guidelines  

University Writing Committee (UWC)  
(from https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S19-3.pdf) 

   
1. Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR), undergraduate 

level. [unchanged] 
  
  

2. Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR), graduate level. 
a. Every department (or equivalent unit) responsible for a graduate degree 

program shall include a course that satisfies GWAR in the program 
requirements and overall units unless they have an approved alternative 
writing assessment (section 2.d). If a student’s GWAR is fulfilled as 
described in section 2.b, and the mechanism of fulfillment reduces the 
number of units the student completes in the degree, the required units shall 
be made up with a departmentally-approved course, so that the unit count 
for the program is identical regardless of a student’s pathway for completion 
of the GWAR. 

b. Fulfillment of the GWAR shall be a requirement of classified graduate 
students as a condition necessary for advancement to candidacy for the 
award of the graduate degree. Master’s and doctoral degree requirements 
may be considered separately. Fulfillment of the GWAR shall be established 
by: 

i. Satisfactory completion of a course approved by the College of 
Graduate Studies of at least three graded units in which a major 
written report is required. The course should be completed prior to 
advancement to candidacy; or 

ii. Approval by the department and College of Graduate Studies of a 
professional publication written in English for which the candidate 
was a primary author; or 

iii. Completion of a master’s or doctoral program with a substantive 
writing requirement at an accredited university in which the primary 
language of instruction is English unless a department requires 
additional documentation of writing proficiency; or 

iv. Satisfactory completion of an alternative writing assessment as 
described in 2.d. 

c. Courses proposed to satisfy the graduate-level GWAR must be approved by 
the College of Graduate Studies. Courses will use guidelines developed by 
the College of Graduate Studies in consultation with Graduate Studies and 




