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At its meeting of October 24, 2005, the Academic Senate passed the following Sense of 
the Senate Resolution presented by Senator David for the Curriculum and Research 
Committee. 

SENSE OF THE SENATE RESOLUTION 

TO MAINTAIN THE PURPOSE AND APPROACH OF EO 595 


Whereas: 	 The national panel report, Greater Expectations: The Commitment to 
Quality as a Nation Goes to College, offers a new vision that promotes the 
kind of learning students need to meet emerging challenges in the 
workplace, in a diverse democracy; and in an interconnected world 
(AAC&U, 2002, p. vii), and 

Whereas: 	 the Panel Report defines liberal education as “a philosophy of education 
that empowers individuals, liberates the mind from ignorance, and 
cultivates social responsibility. Characterized by challenging encounters 
with important issues, and more a way of studying than specific content, 
liberal education can occur at all types of colleges and universities.  
‘General education’ and an expectation of in-depth study in at least one 
field normally comprise liberal education” (p. 25), and 

Whereas: 	 the national Panel Report defines general education as “the part of a 
liberal education curriculum shared by all students.  It provides broad 
exposure to multiple disciplines and forms the basis for developing 
important intellectual and civic capacities” (p. 25), and  

Whereas: 	 the Panel recommends that colleges and universities place new emphasis 
Whereas: 	

San José State University has spent the past 2+ years in discussions 
about what makes an “educated person” (see Appendix A) and as a result 
of these discussions, the 



Whereas: 	 The current General Education pattern, in conjunction with major 
programs, enables students to be intentional learners who are prepared 
for the 21st century, and 

Whereas: 	 We endorse the current policy that provides for approval of units in excess 
of 120 units for programs that require it, and 

Whereas: 	 The formulation of curriculum and requirements is a matter appropriately 
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