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SS-S05-5 
At its meeting of April 25, 2005, the Academic Senate passed the following Sense of the 
Senate Resolution presented by Senator Heisch for the Executive Committee. 

SENSE OF THE SENATE RESOLUTION 

PROMOTING LIBERAL EDUCATION 

WHEREAS, The Academic Senate’s amendments to the General Education guidelines 
includes a learning objective to help students to become intentional 
learners who can adapt to new environments and integrate knowledge 
from different sources, and continue learning throughout their lifetimes; 
and 

WHEREAS, A campus dialogue on what it means to be an educated person has been 
underway since May 2003; 

WHEREAS, The Academic Senate has endorsed a vision for San José State University 
that recognizes the value we place on the integration of liberal and 
professional education and theoretical and applied knowledge; and 

WHEREAS, The Association of American Colleges & Universities (AAC&U), of which 
SJSU is a member, defines “liberal education” as: “A philosophy of 
education that empowers individuals, liberates the mind from ignorance, 
and cultivates social responsibility. Characterized by challenging 
encounters with important issues, and more a way of studying than 
specific content, liberal education can occur at all types of colleges and 
universities. ‘General education’ and an expectation of in-depth study in at 
least one field normally comprise liberal education;”1 and 

WHEREAS, In 1998, the AAC&U adopted the attached statement on liberal learning; 
and 

WHEREAS, 	“On the occasion of its 90th anniversary, AAC&U is launching a decade-
long initiative to champion the value of a liberal education—for individual 
students and for a nation dependent on economic creativity and 
democratic vitality. The initiative will expand public and student 
understanding of what really matters in college—the kinds of learning that 
will truly empower them to succeed and make a difference in the 21st 
century.”2 and 

1 AAC&U, http://www.aacu.org/advocacy/what_is_liberal_education.cfm. The terms liberal education and general 
education are also explained in the AAC&U report - Greater Expectations, Chapter 3; available at 
http://www.greaterexpectations.org/. 

2 AAC&U, http://www.aacu.org/advocacy/index.cfm. 






