SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
ONE WASHINGTON SQUARE
SAN JOSE, CA 95192

SS-S20-6, Sense of the Senate Resolution, Condemnation of
Ethnocentrism, Xenophobia, and Racism
in the Wake of the COVID



Whereas:  Asians, Asian Americans, and Pacific Islanders as a group have the lowest
utilization of mental health services and the highest reluctance to report hate
incidents when victimized, so institutions may be unaware of the extent or scope
of harm; and

Whereas:  We recognize the horrific disparities in higher morbidity and infection rates for
Black/African Americans, Latinx, and Native American peoples from COVID-19
across the country in addition to issues faced by Asians, Asian Americans, and
Pacific Islanders; therefore be it

Resolved:

1. That the Academic Senate of San José State University strongly decry and
denounce the rise in ethnocentric, xenophobic, and racist hate crimes committed
against people of Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islander descent, at SJSU,
in the Bay Area, across the state and country, and around the world;

2. That the SJSU Senate also decry and denounce subtler forms of assault against
these groups, including rhetorical ones like jokes or the use of terms specifically
targeting them, as such words and phrases, when they become entrenched, do
great harm;

3. That the SJSU Senate recognize that ourcommu QLW\qV IDFXOW\ VWDII LC
have a unique responsibility to stand in allyship with and report instances of
xenophobia and racist/ethnic acts encountered by all peoples, but especially by
Asian, Asian American, and Pacific Islanders who are being targeted during the
COVID-19 pandemic;

4. That the SJSU Senate stand in solidarity with Asians, Asian Americans, and
Pacific Islanders in urging all people to stop using language that foments hate or
bigotry and hinders the public health response to the COVID-19 pandemic;

5. That the SJSU Senate stand in unified opposition to rhetoric and violence that
associates COVID-19 with nationality, race, ethnicity, or country.

Approved: April 16, 2020

Vote: 11-0-0

Present: Curry, Frazier, Marachi, Mathur, McKee, Parent, Peter, Shifflett, Sullivan-
Green, White, Wong(Lau)

Absent: Day, Del Casino, Faas, Papazian

Financial Impact:  None anticipated.
Workload Impact: None anticipated.



