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SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
ONE WASHINGTON SQUARE 

SAN JOSE, CA  95192 
 
SS-S23-4, Sense of the Senate Resolution, Honoring and 
Recognizing a Day of Remembrance 
 
Legislative History: On April 17, 2023, the Academic Senate approved the following 
Sense of the Senate Resolution presented by Senator Chuang. 
 
WHEREAS:  San José State University played a significant role in the forced removal and 
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elected from the lower 48 states in 1975, and authored HR 442, the Civil Liberties Act of 1988. 
In 2000, Mineta became the first Asian American Cabinet Member as Secretary of Commerce, 
and also became the first Asian American to serve in two Presidential Cabinets. During the 
attacks of 9/11, Mineta oversaw the grounding of thousands of airplanes in just over two 
hours, drawing up security plans, and ensuring that there will be no racial profiling at security 
checkpoints at airports. In 2006, Mineta received the nation’s highest honor, the Presidential 
Medal of Freedom. 
 
WHEREAS: Philip Matsumura (Phil Matsumura), student of SJS College, now known as San 
José State University, who was assigned to serve as a receptionist at the processing center 
in the Men's Gym. Phil served in the Japanese club as Reporter and Vice President7 in 1935. 
 
WHEREAS: Irene Miura, who was incarcerated as a young child at Poston, Arizona, before 
earning her doctorate in Child and Adolescent Development at Stanford, then rising through 
the ranks to Chair our Academic Senate from 1993-1994 and served as Executive Assistant 
to three SJSU Presidents: President Caret, President Crowley, and President Kassing. 
 
WHEREAS: Paul Sakamoto8, who was incarcerated as a young child at Jerome, Arkansas, 
and later  advocated for students of color to join fraternities on campus during his time as a 
student at San Jose State. He served as Student Body Vice President in 19559. After earning 
his doctorate in Education from Michigan State University, he returned to his alma mater and 
served as Associate Dean of Students at SJSU. He is the first person of color to serve as a 
superintendent in the nation, and is also the first person of color to join Greek life at San José 
State. 
 
WHEREAS: Mike Honda, a third generation Japanese American Sansei, who was sent to 
camps with his family to Camp Amache, before earning his Bachelors and Master’s degree 
from San José State, served as SJSU Ombudsperson, and later served as a member of 
Congress from 2001 to 2017 representing in only Asian American majority district of the 
United States. 
 
WHEREAS: Yoshihiro Uchida, who began classes at San Jose State just before being drafted 
into the United States Army during World War II instead of being sent to camps
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WHEREAS:

https:
https://jacl.org/redress-movement
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Victoria Taketa 
Susan Hayase 
Tom Izu  
Will Kaku 
Sharon Uyeda 
Miko Yoshikawa Baker 
Roy Hirabayashi 
Former Congressman Mike Honda 
Yvonne Kwan 
Craig Simpson 
Kate Steffens 
 
 
Supported By: 
Asian Law Alliance 
Associated Students Inc., Cal State East Bay 
Associated Students of Cal State Monterey Bay 
Associated Students of San José State* 
Cal State Student Association (CSSA) 
Center for Asian Pacific Islander Student Empowerment (CAPISE)* 
César E. Chávez Community Action Center* 
Japanese American Citizens League, San José Chapter ** 
Japanese American Museum of San José ** 
Japantown Community Congress of San José ** 
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee ** 
San José Nikkei Resisters ** 
The SJSU Program for Asian American Studies* 
 
*SJSU Affiliated 
**San José Japantown Organizations 

 
 

SJSU Registered Student Organizations: 
Afghan Student Association 
Ahlul-Bayt Student Association 
Akbayan Pilipinx American Organization at SJSU  
Alpha Kappa Psi 
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