
 

SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY 
Engineering 285/287 
Academic Senate 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

2006/2007 Academic Senate 

MINUTES 
October 23, 2006 

I. The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. and attendance was taken.  Forty-six 
Senators were present. 

Ex Officio:
   Present:  Van Selst, Sabalius, 

Gorman, Gutierrez, 
Lessow- Hurley, Veregge 

Absent:  Kassing 

Administrative Representatives: 
Present: Phillips, Najjar, Sigler, Lee 

Deans: 
Present: Merdinger, Wei, Hegstrom 
Absent: Stacks 

Students: 
Present: Bridgeman, Reyes,

  Dresher, Patel, Henderson,
  Sakadjian 

Alumni Representative: 
Present: Thompson 

Emeritus Representative: 
Present: Buzanski 

Honorary Senators (Non-Voting): 
Present: Norton 

General Unit Representatives: 
Present: Thames, Griffith 

CASA Representatives: 
Present:  David, Fee, Perry, Canham 



campus has been asked to convene a campus-wide conversation in early spring to discuss the 
areas that the new system-wide planning effort will address.  The focus is essentially on 
access and student success, so that fits in with our own strategic planning efforts.  The 
Provost and I have discussed the possibility that this could be a really excellent opportunity 
to provide input to the Goals Advisory Committee (GAC) as we begin to think about 
refreshing our goals. For one thing, we had Vision 2010, but 2010 is right around the corner. 
A good planning effort is not stat



calendars. Invitations should be forthcoming." 

B. 



Chair Lessow-Hurley also talked about Academic Affairs Coded Memorandum 2006-41, 
which addresses accessibility. Basically, this is a three-year road map for addressing 
accessibility to electronic materials.  It has three areas:  web accessibility, accessibility to 
instructional materials, and criteria to be used in procurement.  The first year we need to 
envision planning and the evaluation of the campus.  Then the second year we will be facing 
implementation of the plan we have developed, and the third year will be assessment.  We 
will be looking at what we have done and accomplished." 

Questions: 

Senator Peter asked if the accessibility issue was going to pertain to the library collection.  
Provost Sigler said, "I don't know for sure.  There is a meeting next Monday and Tuesday.  I 
am attending on Tuesday.  There will be a template that tells us what we need to do.  We will 
begin with web pages. The first task is to look at the 20 most visited or public web pages on 
campus.  We need to 1 Tf
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VI. Policy Committee and University Library Board Action Items.  In rotation. 

A. Curriculum and Research Committee -
Senator David presented AS 1342, Policy Recommendation, Policy and Assurance for 
Humane Care and Use of Animals at San José State University (First Reading).  Senator 
David said the main changes to the policy reflect changes in federal guidelines.  Senator 
David said that she had asked Larry Young to answer any questions. 

Questions: 

Senator Peter asked, "Can you tell us how extensive the use of animals is in our labs on 
campus?"  Mr. Young said, "It varies, we don'



Senator Norton said, "I'd like to point out that this is an administrative committee, and not a 
Senate committee, and the general provision for open Senate committee meetings does not 
apply." 

Senator Hebert said, "The old committee had 7 members.  Why is the AVP for 
Undergraduate Studies no longer on the comm

apply." 

for2





with respect to San José State University.  The first matter had to do with the special visit 
conducted on March 1-3, 2006, and the other was SJSU's response to finding that several SJSU 
programs had been introduced without obtaining prior approval from the WASC Substantive 
Change Committee. The commission was impressed with the progress that SJSU had made in 
response to the commission action following the Capacity and Prepatory Review (CPR).  In their 
report they expressed a belief that the university has a firm foundation for the educational 
effectiveness review. This is really good news.  The team [WASC] was impressed when they 
came.  They were confident that we had laid a good foundation, and the commission (after 
reviewing their report) concurred. 

The team found significant progress on the areas of concern identified after the CPR visit.  The 
three areas were strategic planning, assessment, and enrollment management.  Given that those 
were the concerns when they came for the special visit, they reiterate in this letter that they will 
revisit those issues when they return in March 2007. 

At the Educational Effectiveness visit it will be essential for SJSU to demonstrate that there is 
continuing progress on the issues arising from this special visit.  This would include showing 
that the structure has been put in place to support the key issues of strategic planning, 
assessment, and enrollment management.   

We are now bringing to final form the essays we will submit to WASC.  If you participated last 
week in any of the essay reviews, you know that the essays are about integrative learning, 
inclusive excellence, and community connections.  In thos







 

attendance. I'd also like to offer my congratulations to our homecoming queen and king. 
Also, we have the Tommie Smith and John Carlos one-year sculpture anniversary on 
Wednesday [November 1, 2006]. We are still working on an Academic Advising 
resolution.  The goal of the resolution is for students to receive a list of their department 
advisers and a map of on-campus resources. Also, today is the last day to register to vote.  
As of this morning we had over 420 students registered to vote.  We are also working is the last day5ula1r 0 0 12 348.9ure anniversary on 
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