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 SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY     
Engineering 285/287 
Academic Senate 2 p.m. – 5 p.m. 

  
2019/2020 Academic Senate 

  
MINUTES  

October 7, 2019 
  

I. The meeting was called to order at 2:00 p.m. and roll call was taken by the Senate 
Administrator .  Fifty  Senators were present. 

   
Ex Officio:  
       Present:  Rodan, Van Selst, Curry,  
                      Frazier, Mathur, Parent           
       Absent:   None 
 
Administrative Representatives:  

Present,   Wong(Lau), Faas 
Absent:   Papazian, Day, Del Casino,  
                       

Deans: 
Present:   Ehrman, d’Alarcao, Stacks 
Absent:   Lattimer 

      
Students: 

Present:  Kaur, Delgadillo, Gallo,  
               Trang, Birrer, Roque 
Absent:   None 
 

Alumni Representative: 
Present:  Walters 
  

Emeritus Representative: 
Present:  
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There was no dissent to the consent calendar as amended by AVC Marachi. 

 
 

C. Executive Committee Action Items: 
 

V. 
 

Unfinished Business –  
Senator Shifflett presented AS 1743, Amendment B to University Policy S16-8, Selection 
and Review of Administrators (Final Reading). 
Chair Mathur announced that the Provost had discussed the suggested changes with the 
Vice President of Research and Innovation (VPRI) and he was fine with them.  Senator 
Shifflett presented two amendments that were friendly to the body.  After line 22 
insert a whereas to read, “Whereas: the title of the former College of International 
and Extended Studies has changed, therefore be it further,” and after lin
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are mandatory.”   The amendment was seconded.  The Senate voted and the 
Shifflett amendment passed (43-0-1).  Senator Shifflett presented an amendment 
that was friendly to the body to strike “updated” in line 17-18 so that it reads, “The 
membership information for the Student Fairness Committee resides in S14-3 
(which was amended by S19-2),” and to strike line 117.   Senator Masegian 
presented an amendment that was friendly to the body to ensure the capitalization 
is consistent throughout the resolution.   The Senate voted and AS 1748 passed as 
amended (43-0-1). 

 
 

Senator Shifflett presented AS 1749, Amendment B to University Policy S13-9, 
Merging, Dividing, Transferring, Eliminating, Academic Units (Final Reading). 
Senator Coelho presented an amendment to change “best determined in 
consultation with the affected departments” to “determined in consultation with the 
affected departments” on line 54.  The Coelho amendment passed (43-0-1).  
Senator Coelho presented an amendment to change “sufficient time” in line 57 to 
“an approximate minimum of three months” (21-15-1).  The Senate voted and AS 
1749 passed as amended (41-0-3).   

 
 
Senator Shifflett presented AS 1735, Amendment A to University Policy F15-13, 
Updating the Board of General Studies (BOGS) Membership, Charge, and 
Responsibilities (First Reading).   
Changes suggested include in section 1.1, having GWAR courses reviewed by the 
University Writing Committee (this was already discussed and debated in the 
recent University Writing Committee policy).  In section 1.2, college 
representatives could be tenure-track or tenured and at-large seats should be filled 
with lecturers.  The data O&G has from Institutional Effectiveness and Analytics 
(IE&A ) indicates that 75% of the General Education instruction on campus is 
delivered by lecturers.  Next, in section 1.2.1, since this would be an Operating 
Committee reporting to the Curriculum and Research policy committee, 
appointments should be made through the regular Committee on Committee’s 
process rather than through college elections.  Moving to section 1.2.2, the Chair 
could be any member of the committee with at least one year of service.  In section 
1.2.3, the detail regarding voting was deleted.  With all of the work in this 
committee taking the form of recommendations, a split vote was not a concern.  In 
section 2.3, we added explicit information on review of existing general education 
(GE) courses.  In section 2.7. there is information on which groups this group 
would liaison with.  It turns out there was a substantial amount of discussion in the 
O&G Committee about the connections this group needs, benefits from, connects 
to and that is where the name change comes in as the General Education Advisory 
Committee.  In section 2.8 is information on responsibility related to program 
planning, which the GE program goes through, as do other campuses.  BOGS has 
only done their first one, so it is not historically something that has been done on 
campus, but
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was reflected in the policy. In section 3.2, we specifically drew out review of new 
and existing GE courses so that it is crystal clear.  In section 4, we provided 
language to clarify this committee would be involved in assessment at the program 
level for general education.  That is separate from review of new course proposals 
and existing courses. 
 
Questions: 
Q: Given that 75% of the GE courses are taught by lecturers, I’m wondering why 
college representatives shall be tenure and tenure-track and not lecturer faculty? 
A:  That is an interesting question and we talked about it at length in O&G.  We 
cannot put into policy a seat for lecturers, they don’t have service as part of their 
assignment.  As tenure and tenure-track faculty, you have the expectation of 
service.  O&G’s way of bringing in lecturers was the at-large seats, but O&G will 
discuss this further.   
Q:  Lecturer faculty serve on committees such as Undergraduate Studies, 
Institutional Review Board, and Student Fairness as college representatives so in 
parity it is confusing why on this committee they are being pulled out and are not 
being considered college representatives whereas on other committees lecturers are 
college representatives? 
A:  Point well taken.  Thank you. 
C:  The Chancellor’s Office is not using just the Executive Order (EO) number any 
longer, so you have to refer to the EO and put the date in brackets.   
A:   Thank you. 
Q:  On line 224, you say members must know the current guidelines.  What 
guidelines are we talking about here? 
A:   SJSU guidelines.  O&G will clarify. 
Q:  My question has to do with the relationship of the operating committee to its 
parent curriculum committee.  If you look at Undergraduate Studies Committee for 
example, there are a number of things that terminate at the Undergraduate Studies 
Committee and don’t go forward to the university curriculum committee, then there 
are some things that are of such importance that they always go forward to the 
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to the University Writing Committee (UWC), but the UWC policy recently passed 
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A:   Yes, they are expected to give a report.  Sending faculty to conferences was what 
part of the grant money received from the Chancellor’s Office to continue best 
practices in diversity was used for. 
Q:  Are you prioritizing who is sent to these conferences based on the degree of need 
by a particular department? 
A:   Not necessarily.  Generally, it is chairs and faculty that have been instrumental in 
bringing new practices to their hiring practices with some degree of efficacy.  These 
are the people targeted. 
 

 
B. CSU Faculty Trustee (by standing invitation) – 

Trustee Sabalius announced that the last Board of Trustee (BOT) Meeting was at the 
end of September.  Trustee Sabalius is in the process of writing his report and will 
send it 
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A:  If they go to the AS website there is an application form and description of the 
committee as well as the qualifications that AS is looking for. 
 

F. Vice President for Administration and Finance –   
VP Faas announced that even though PG&E has an advisory out, as of about 15 
minutes ago it isn’t going to impact SJSU.  It is mostly in the hills.  The 
administration will be putting out an announcement for Wednesday that SJSU will be 
open.  You might not have power at your house, but we will have power here. 
 
If something does change, we have back-up generators.  However, there are a few 
buildings on campus that are not connected to our Cogen Plant and these are Joe 
West Hall, the Dining Commons, and Washburn.  For these buildings we have back-
up generators.  If the electricity was off for a while then we would prioritize where 
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information out to people.  Maybe that is through Twitter or something else.  We will 
have a way to get that information out and where to go for that information.  This is 
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 When VP Smits was at Fresno State, he conducted an $210 million fundraising campaign.  He 
was often asked how faculty could help.  Here is a story of how faculty helped. 
 
A faculty member and his wife liked to RV.  They met two brothers and their spouses.  One 
brother was from Hayward, and the other was from Pleasanton.  The brother from Pleasanton 
owned 200 acres.  Whenever our faculty member would go RVing with him, he would bring 
food from the agriculture farm that the campus grew.  The brothers began giving scholarships to 
students.  When the two brothers passed away, one of the spouses was appointed the Executor of 
the estate.  VP Smits never forgot the day the administrator told them that the two brothers had 
left the university $29.4 million to build a new building for AG Science.  The funny thing about 
this is that those two brothers had never stepped foot on the campus.  Their entire relationship 
was with this faculty member.  The faculty member is now 96 years old.  This just goes to show 
you the role of the faculty in these campaigns.   
 
Questions:  
Q:  Senator Lessow-Hurley commented on the fact that faculty are only mentioned once in the 
documents handed out and that donors need to know what faculty are doing or are involved in at 
SJSU.  There was a faculty member from Engineering, Essam Marouf, that received the 
Distinguished Service Award when Senator Lessow-Hurley was Senate Chair.  Essam Marouf 
helped design the satellite that looked at Saturn and the Moon.  Senator Lessow-Hurley 
suggested that VP Smits consider building into this plan that kind of communication about the 
type of work faculty are doing at SJSU.  This is the type of thing donors really like to hear about. 
A:   VP Smits completely agreed with Senator Lessow-Hurley.   
 

IX .  New Business –   
Senator Curry presented a Senate Management Resolution from the floor of the Senate, 
Formulation of a Response to Statewide Resolution AS-3397-19/AA, “Towards 
Implementation of a System-wide Ethnic Studies Requirement” (Final Reading). 
Senator Frazier presented an amendment that was friendly to the body to strike “and implement” 
on line 28.  The Senate voted and the resolution was approved as amended (40-0-4). 
 

X.  Adjournment – The meeting adjourned at 4:52 p.m. 
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