
 
 2019-2020 Year-End Committee Report Form 

 
 
Committee:   Institutional Review Board (IRB) 
 
Chair :  
Priya Raman 
Associate Professor 
Communication Studies 

Chair -Elect for 2020-2021: 
Priya Raman,  
Associate Professor  
Communication Studies 
priya.raman@sjsu.edu  
Campus Zip: -0112 
4-5371 
(Please include phone/zip/email if available) 

Number of Meeting held:   
4 (9/20, 11/15, 2/21, 3/20) 

 
Items of Business Completed 2019/2020 

 
1. Full review of Protocol F15096 

 
2. Update on last full review from Spring Ô19 

 
3. Dissemination of new i
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includes	  being	  able	  to	  conduct	  interviews	  via	  video



The	  principal	  risk	  appears 	  to	  be	  diminished	  autonomy	  for	  subjects	  who	  do	  not	   receive 	  the	  advisory	  





*	   While	  there	  is	  some	  precautionary	  language	  in	  the	  interview	  script,	  not	  all	  participants	  may	  feel	  
comfortable	  exercising	  the ir	  right	  to	  decline	  answering	  questions	  when	  they	  have	  already	  consented	  to	  
be	  in	  the	  study	  and	  are	  face-‐ to -‐ face	  with	  the	  interviewer.	  There	  is	  a	  question	  that	  especially	  presses	  
participants	  about	  their	  personal	  beliefs	  about	  sexual	  consent	  and	  assault	  wh en	  they	  fail	  to	  address	  the	  
general	  question	  “how	  has	  doing	  this	  work	  affected	  you?”	  Some	  members	  wondered,	  given	  the	  
grounded	  theoretical	  approach	  mentioned	  in	  the	  original	  protocol,	  whether	  the	  limited	  questions	  were	  
only	  a	  sample	  of	  the	  questions	  to	  be	   added	  and	  whether	  there	  would	  be	  other	  probing	  questions	  that	  
depend	  on	  the	  response	  of	  the	  participants. 	  

*	   In	  the	  materials	  submitted,	  there	  was	  no	  mention	  of 	  Title	  IX	  reporting	  requirements	  for	  faculty .	  For	  
activities	  conducted	  on	  the	  SJSU	  campus,	  the	  PI	  is	  a	  mandated	  reporter.	  Given	  the	  changing	  landscape	  of	  
Title	  IX	  requirements,	  this	  should	  be	  addressed	  in	  the	  new	  submission	  as	  well	  as	  in	  the 	  consent	  
procedures/documents. 	  

*	   The	  members	  considered	  the	  PI’s	  comments	  about	  having	  flexibility	  to	  only	  use	  one	  interviewer.	  
However,	  most	  members	  felt	  that	  participants	  should	  have	  a	  choice	  about	  the	  number	  and	  gender	  of	  
the	  interviewers	  if	  the	  questio ns	  will	  delve	  into	  participants’	  beliefs	  and	  experiences	  about	  sexual	  
trauma/harm.	  The	  members	  pointed	  out	  that	  some	  students	  may	  come	  from	  cultures	  and	  backgrounds	  
where	  they	  may	  feel	  more	  comfortable	  answering	  sensitive	  questions	  with	  a	  female	  facilitato r.	  Giving	  
students	  more	  autonomy	  by	  giving	  them	  a	  choice	  did	  not	  seem	  like	  an	  unreasonable	  request	  to	  the	  IRB	  
members. 	  

*	   The	  PI	  should	  use	  an	  official	  SJSU	  email	  on	  the	  consent	  documents	  provided	  to	  participants.	  The	  
members	  noted	  that	  this	  was	  one	  of	  the	   requests	  in	  the	  original	  protocol	  and	  that	  the	  current	  
submission	  has	  reverted	  back	  to	  use	  of	  a	  personal	  email	  address	  in	  the	  contact	  info	  on	  the	  consent	  
forms. 	  
	  

U; E*-.$V*0'H$,F$S&*=&+$,2$O=.2.0-W$A$4OO=*?.P$>*09,-,*04''H$4OO=*?.P$0*-$4OO=*?.P$4Q2-4,0P$
=.>&2.$

11	  members	  were	  present	  at	  the	  beginning	  of	  the	  meeting,	  but	  one	  member	   had	  to	  leave	  early.	  There	  
were	  10	  voting	  members	  present	  at	  the	  time	  of	  the	  vote,	  achieving	  a	  quorum. 	  

	  
A	  motion	  was	  made	  to	  no t	  accept	  the	  modifications	  as	  submitted, 	  and	  the	  motion	   was	  seconded.	   	  
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