
SOCI 101:  Social Theory (Section 01), Fall 2024   Page 1 of 6  

San José State University 
Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences 
SOCI 101:  Social Theory (Section 01) Fall 2024 

!"#$%&'()*'!")+(,+'-)."$/(+0")'
-)%+$#,+"$: Dr. William Armaline 

1..0,& 2",(+0"): DMH 216 

3&4&56")&: (408) 294-2935 

7/(04: william.armaline@sjsu.edu  

1..0,&'8"#$%: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00 – 4:00 p.m. 

!4(%%'9(:%;30/&: Mondays and Wednesdays 1:30 – 2:45 p.m. 

!4(%%$""/: Dudley Moorhead Hall 226A
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1. (CLO1)  Identify and describe the traditionally central bodies of sociological theory and many of their 
founding scholars. 

2. (CLO2)  Demonstrate an understanding of the role of theory in scholarship and research. 

3. (CLO3)  Demonstrate a substantive familiarity with specific bodies of political and sociological theory 
as they apply to contemporary debates and social problems. 

4. (CLO4)  Demonstrate the ability to engage with complex theories in conversation with intellectual peers 
(one focus of intellectual life). 
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Garner, Roberta & Blackhawk Hancock.  (2014).  Social Theory: Continuity and  
Confrontation—A Reader [3rd edition].  Toronto, Canada: U. of Toronto Press. 
ISBN:  978-1442606487 
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All assigned readings beyond the required texts above will be provided by the instructor via email (PDF files).  
Should you have any problems obtaining reading materials throughout the course, please email the instructor for 
assistance. 
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For help with library resources and library research (including the use of databases and online research 
materials—such as journal search engines), students are strongly encouraged to contact the Sociology Subject 
Librarian: 
Kathryn Blackmer Reyes, Kathryn.BlackmerReyes@SJSU.edu. 
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Students are expected to complete readings by the class session indicated on the course schedule.  Students 
should come to class prepared to discuss the assigned readings such that class time is not wasted, and we can 
engage the material together. 
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Though not graded per se, this course requires a great deal of classroom discussion and classroom activity. 
Discussions and classroom activities are designed to help students successfully achieve all learning objectives 
and to develop students’ graded assignments (CLO 4). 
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Description and Purpose: Students complete two take-home exams (conceptual definitions and short essay 

questions) that will test their ability to describe, compare, contrast, critique, and 
apply sociological theories and theoretical concepts (CLOs 1, 2, 3). 

 
Grading: Exams will be worth CDDE'".'+6&'.0)(4',"#$%&'>$(*&'FGDE'&(,6H.  '
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SOCI 101:  Social Theory (Section 01) Fall 2024 Course Schedule 

This schedule is subject to change with fair notice from the course instructor via email. 
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1 8/21 Introduction to course and explanation of syllabus; importance of current events 
and critical news literacy; what is theory? 
 
Notes:   
We will skip Part I (classic political theory) in the text.  Please see the assigned 
help videos to cover some of this material. 
Please see reading assignments in italics below listed on the day they are due.  
Please come to class prepared to discuss them. 

1 8/26 Core theory and the rise of industrial capitalism; Watch videos on the late Western 
Enlightenment (political theories, theorists, revolutions, and historical context); 
Read Part II Introduction 

2 8/28 Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels; 
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