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 Course Description and Requisites
How does society affect individual behavior and how does individual behavior affect society? Influence of
social institutions and arrangements (family, school, workplace, politics, etc.) on roles, groups, values. Basic
sociological theories and methods. Careers, specializations. Required for majors, minors.

GE Area: D (formerly GE Area D1)

Letter Graded
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 Course Goals
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Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1. CLO1 – Students will develop basic proficiency using SPSS. This includes learning to preform basic
analysis and variable manipulation. Proficiency will be assessed through course assignments and the
final research report.

2. CLO2 – Students will learn the language used in research methods during class lectures and assigned
readings. Proficiency will be assessed in exams.

3. CLO 3 – Students will develop proficiency in the process of conceptualization and operationalization
that involves the conversion of abstract concepts into measurable forms. Students will develop this
skill through course lecture and small group work. Proficiency will be assessed in exams. 

4. CLO4 – Students will develop proficiency in the creation of indexes. Students will learn this skill in
lecture and develop it with small group work and homework. Proficiency will be assessed in exams,
the research report, and the homework.

5. CLO5 – Students will develop proficiency in the creation of survey questions and the design of
questionnaires. Material will be introduced in lecture and practiced in small group work. Assessment
of this CLO will occur during exams. 

6. CLO6 – Students will develop basic proficiency in preforming basic data analysis and presentation of
data. Material will be introduced in class lecture and reinforced in small group work and homework.
Proficiency will be assessed in homework, exams, and the research report.

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
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Area D courses increase students’ understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of
value systems, economic structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments.
Students develop an understanding of problems and issues from different disciplinary perspectives and
examine issues in their contemporary as well as historical settings and in a variety of cultural contexts.

The CSU requires students to complete General Education courses in the Social Sciences in at least two
different disciplines. Students may meet this requirement by either 1) taking two lower-division Area D
courses in different disciplines, or 2) taking two lower-division Area D courses in the same discipline and an
Area S upper-division GE course in a different discipline.
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2. Compare and contrast the dynamics of two or more social groups or social systems in a variety of
historical and/or cultural contexts;

3. Place contemporary social developments in cultural, environmental, geographical, and/or historical
contexts;

4. Draw on social/behavioral science information from various perspectives to formulate applications
appropriate to historical and/or contemporary social issues.

9TKVKPI�2TCEVKEG� Students will write a minimum of 1500 words in a language and style appropriate to the
discipline.

 Course Materials

4GSWKTGF�6GZVU�4GCFKPIUǾ
Textb

https://openstax.org/details/books/introduction-sociology-3e?Book%20details
https://library.sjsu.edu/student-computing-services
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C minus 70 to 72%

D plus 66 to 69%

D 63 to 65%

D minus 60 to 62%

 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF) (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy
concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and
adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance,
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) web page. Make sure to visit this page to
review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

 Course Schedule
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Date Topic Reading/Due Dates

Aug. 22 Course Introduction  

Aug. 27 Lecture 1: An Introduction to Sociology Chapter 1

Aug. 29 Lecture 1 continued Introduction Assignment due

Sept. 3 Lecture 2: Sociological Research Chapter 2

Lecture 1 Reflection due 

Sept. 5 Lecture 2 continued  

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


Sept. 10 Lecture 3: Culture Chapter 3

Lecture 2  Reflection due 

Sept. 12 Lecture 3 continued  

Sept. 17 Lecture 4: Society and Social Interaction Chapter 4

Lecture 3 Reflection due 

Sept. 19 Lecture 4 continued  

Sept. 24 Review exam 1  

Oct. 26 'ZCO��  

Oct. 1 Lecture 5: Socialization Chapter 5

Lecture 4 Reflection due

Oct. 3 Lecture 5 continued  

Oct. 8 Lecture 6: Groups and Organizations Chapter 6

Lecture 5 Reflection due

Oct. 10 Lecture 6 continued  

Oct. 15 Lecture 7:  Population, Urbanization, and Environment  

Oct. 17 Lecture 7 continued Chapter 20

Lecture 6 Reflection due 

Oct. 22 Census Exercise  
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