
 Course Information

Asynchronous Course
Fully Online via Canvas Learning Management System

 Course Description and Requisites
Examination of topics related to immigration and population movements. Includes the historical context of
major migrations, legal, political and social issues and debates, opportunities, prejudices, immigrant
communities, intergenerational tensions, and social and personal identity pressures.

Prerequisite: SOCI 1 or equivalent.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols

Faculty Web Page and MySJSU Messaging
Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, notes, assignment instructions, announcements, and
quizzes, etc., can be found on the Canvas course website at http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are
responsible for regularly checking the Canvas messaging system via MySJSU on Spartan App Portal
at http://one.sjsu.edu and your email to learn of any updates. Please make sure that your email
settings in Canvas are adjusted to receive class messages and assignment feedback at your current
email immediately after they are posted. For help with using Canvas see the Canvas Student
Resources page at 
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(i.e., an opening like, “Hello Dr. DuCros” and a closing line like, “Thank you, [your name].” You can expect
a response in 24-48 hours, 9-5 Monday through Friday (except on holidays). Remember to give
yourself enough time to ask questions about assignments that are due on Mondays to get an answer
before the close of business on Friday so you're not waiting over the weekend. If you send a Canvas
message, it may inadvertently be missed and not answered because Canvas doesn’t allow threaded
replies or the subjects to show in my email.

Course Format
This course will be conducted entirely asynchronously and online. Please consider whether this
matches your best learning style as your success will rely heavily on your ability to be a self-directed
learner, rely on reading as a core learning style, balance competing priorities, and manage your
progress. You will need a computer, internet connectivity, access to Google Chrome browser, ability to
submit Word files to Canvas, PDF reading and annotating software, computer/phone video camera for
recording videos, and ability to access the Canvas Learning Management System through
one.sjsu.edu. Though online, we will engage in electronic discussions that require your active
participation as we closely examine the course readings, lecture material, documentary films,
podcasts, and other content. All materials, assignments, and assessments will be administered online
through Canvas.

Establishing a Committed Presence in Class and Instructor
Drops

This class is in high demand due to its online asynchronous format. Thus, it is imperative that you
establish a presence in the course and demonstrate your intent to participate by logging into Canvas on
the first scheduled day of instruction or informing me of your intent to continue the class within 48
hours after the first day of instruction. If student presence is not established via these steps, I may use
the instructor drop policy (S20-9) to drop you from the course and give your spot to another student
waiting to enroll. I will notify you if this is the case via email.

Participation and Netiquette
Respectful and professional participation is expected of everyone. This includes

http://www.sjsu.edu/aec/


http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.albion.com/netiquette/corerules.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf
https://libguides.sjsu.edu/plagiarism
http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter
http://peerconnections.sjsu.edu/
http://www.sjsu.edu/campus-life/health-and-wellness
http://www.sjsu.edu/studenthealth/
http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling/
http://www.sjsu.edu/aec/
/sjsucares/get-assistance/spartan-food-pantry.php
/sjsucares/


Letters of Recommendation
If you anticipate needing faculty letters of recommendation, please see the information posted on my
website at https://www.sjsu.edu/people/faustina.ducros/ for advice on how to go about this process in
a timely manner (e.g., 4-6 weeks advance notice). Check this out early and feel free to come to office
hours to discuss this as well!

 Program Information
Program Learning Outcomes

1. Students will be able to think sociologically about the relationship between social structure, interaction,
identities, and inequalities.
2. Students will be able to identify and explain ma� nin

/people/faustina.ducros/


We will accomplish the goals and learning outcomes through the following activities and assignments:
Course readings (peer-reviewed journal articles, book chapters), documentary film analysis, lecturettes,
media blog posting assignment, reflection and analysis papers, virtual class discussion participation,
reading questions, and quizzes.

 Course Materials

Sacrificing Families: Navigating Laws, Labor, and Love
Across Borders.

Author: Leisy J. Abrego
Publisher: Stanford University Press
ISBN: 978-0-8047-9057-4
Availability: Available for purchase at the Spartan Bookstore and through online vendors. Available
physically and online through SJSU’s MLK Library.

Other Readings
A selection of journal articles, book chapters, and news articles available online through Canvas.

Other equipment/material requirements
All course material and assignments will be administered online through Canvas so you must have
access to a computer and internet. You will need to use Microsoft Word, Google Suite, Adobe Creative
Suite, and be able to read and annotate PDFs. You have free access to Microsoft Office, Adobe
Creative Suite, Google Suite, and other software through SJSU. Click here at
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Please make an appointment to discuss grades in office hours—I cannot discuss grades over email.
If you need a grade verification filled out, please contact me via email to arrange a time to complete it
and provide the paperwork ahead of time—I will not be able to sign it on the spot during office hours.

Late Work
In the workforce, it is important to meet due dates for tasks and projects to show your supervisors that you
are a responsible employee who contributes to the organization’s success in meeting its objectives.
Likewise, assignments in this course are due on the dates noted below and on Canvas to facilitate your
forward progress in the course and so that you can give, receive, and incorporate feedback. To this end, it is
your responsibility to ensure that the correct assignment file is uploaded to Canvas and is turned in on time.

Assignments are due on the dates noted below and on Canvas. One week after the due date, the
assignment will generally close on Canvas to help you keep on track withnanvas  i aded  on the date　 deo n  a t windࡐ da� ࡐ ee� aࡐ yo  s ࡐ
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Week

 

Week
Start
Date

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

 

6 9/23 Unit 6: Representing and Criminalizing Immigrants

Chavez, Manuel, Scott Whiteford, and Jennifer Hoewe. 2010. “Reportinnd C



Week

https://www.nytimes.com/article/what-is-critical-race-theory.html?fbclid=IwAR3jVWPcvu4dtzdCSqn25GkmRaYwc1rcnbYGHEqBHffKNWtATUg8_8iotvw


Week

 

Week
Start
Date

Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines

 

11

 

10/28

 

Unit 11: Sacrificing Families Chapters 3 and 4

Abrego, Chapter 3, “Journeys and Initial Settlement,” pp. 47-67

Film: “De Nadie”

Abrego, Chapter 4, “The Structure of Trauma through Separation,” pp. 68-100

Unit 11 Engagement Exercise and Discussion Assignment Due on 11/4/24

12

 

11/4

 

Unit 12: Sacrificing Families Chapter 5 and 6

Abrego, Chapter 5, “Gendered Opportunities, Expectations, and Well-Being,” pp. 101-132

Abrego, Chapter 6, “How Children Fare,” pp. 133-158

Unit 12 Engagement Exercise and Discussion Assignment Due on 11/12/24

13

 

11/11

 

Veteran’s Day Holiday: 11/11/24

Unit 13: Sacrificing Families Chapter 7 and 8

Abrego, Chapter 7, “The Consequences of Long-Term Family Separation,” pp. 159-182

Abrego, Chapter 8, “Valio la pena? Is Family Separation Worth It?” pp. 183-196

Unit 13 Engagement Exercise and Discussion Assignment Due on 11/18/24

14 11/18 Unit 14: Quiz # 3 Assigned 11/18/24. Review Materials and Complete on Canvas by
11/25/24.

15

 

11/25

 

Non-Instructional Day and Thanksgiving Day Holiday: 11/27/24-11/29/24 

Work on Papers

16 12/2 Work on Papers

17 12/9 Last Day of Instruction: 12/9/24

Final Exam: Friday, 12/13/24 from 7:45PM to 10:00PM

- Reflection and Analysis assignment 2 due at the end of the period



 


