
 Contact Information

Assistant Professor: Dr. Wayne Silao Jopanda
Email: wayne.jopanda@sjsu.edu
Office: DMH 220

Office Hours
Monday, Wednesday, 1:30 PM to 2:30 PM, DMH 220 or via zoom

 Course Information

Lecture
Mondays & Wednesdays 3pm-4:15pm
Hugh Gillis 122

 Course Description and Requisites
Introductory examination of Asian Pacific Islander Desi/Americans (APID/A) through U.S.-national and
transnational frameworks, concerned with contests over the production of racial knowledge, power, and
citizenship and belonging. Develops an account of racialization beyond the black-white binary in the context
of US war and empire in Asia and the Pacific Islands, settler colonialism, globalization, migration, and
popular culture.

GE Area(s): F. Ethnic Studies

Note(s): A grade of "C-" (1.7) or better is required to satisfy GE Area F.

Letter Graded
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More information about the General Education Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) can be found on the GE
website (https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php).

 Course Goals
Description Continued:

This course examines the social, historical, and structural contexts defining the  experiences of Asian
Pacific Islander Desi/Americans (APID/A) in the U.S. from 1850 to the present through the lens of  popular
culture, with an emphasis on how global movements of capital, population, goods, and culture  have
impacted the transnational relations and identity formation of contemporary Asian Pacific Islander
Desi/Americans (APID/A) communities and individuals. Topics include immigration, labor, community
development, U.S.- Asia relations, gender and family dynamics, and race relations. This transdisciplinary
course draws from historical and journalistic accounts, literary narratives, ethnographic studies, community
research, and individual experiences. The course also identifies relevant resources and current issues in
local AAPI communities for students interested in doing research in the field of Asian American Studies. No
previous experience with Asian American studies or college-level history courses is required or expected. 
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Asian American Studies Multimedia Group Video Project Breakdown:

40% of overall grade (broken into multiple project deadlines).

Through this course you will utilize multitudes of diverse media, literature, research, and even some
personal experience to complete your final project: the Asian Am Studies Multimedia Video Project ! You
will form groups of 4-6 students and brainstorm, develop, script, film, and edit an original video multimedia
project surrounding an issue and topic within our Asian American Studies course.

I am excited to borrow this project from UC Davis’ Professor Caroline Valverde during my time teaching
alongside her:

“Questions that may arise are: What more can we do to expose and confront the legacies and perpetuation
of colonialism, racism and other systems of oppression? What stories need to be told from the perspectives
of communities impacted by these systems? How does your learning help you connect to and transform
your communities on and off campus? What do you have inside you that needs to be heard? How can you
use this bubbling desire to inspire us to learn more, and more deeply? Be informed, passionate, and
authentic with your message.

Our goal: create a creative message on diverse media platforms created by individuals with the objective of
bringing new and interesting information, raising awareness, and changing and/or influencing public
attitudes and behavior towards the pertinent social issue.”

Video topics can be as creative as you’d like to be in regard to Asian American community
experiences/subtopics as it pertains to Asian American History, Community Organizing, Art, impact of Asian
targeted Racism, Media (mis)representation, education, and more. In the past, students have done projects
about international students, mental health, immigration/deportation, hate crimes, media representation,
employment, and even food.

 

Week 5: Bibliography (5 points) Due on Friday Sept 20th

For this assignment, your bibliography must have 10 sources including the following below:

Two books
Two journal articles no older than 2015.
Two pieces of media (movies, youtube videos, music, documentaries, art, etc.)

You can also use materials from the class syllabus; however, you must find additional materials to receive
full credit for the research project. The bibliography serves as a starting ground to build your potential
video project ideas.

 

Week 7: Proposal/Concept Explanation (10 points). Due Friday Oct 4th.



Choose a topic, explain how it relates to the class theme(s), and use the outline below to help guide your 2
page double spaced minimum proposal:

1. What is your Topic? Is there a specific question or ne� ere t



video via your shared link. This means it would NOT be searchable on youtube to the public.) 

Title your video “FA24 Insert Topic & Group Name”. Make sure to add the names of your group members in
the comments/notes line of the submission box.

Additionally, each group will prepare an oral presentation to present during lecture or during the discussion
section.

Questions to consider for yourselves as you create your presentation:
What is your Multimedia Video Group Project  about?
Who is your intended audience?
Did you accomplish what you set out to do?
What were the challenges?
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When Topic Notes

Week
3

Know Hxstory,
Know Self

1. Pawan Dhingra and Robyn Rodriguez, “Arrival and History,” in Asian America: Sociological an

1. Wu, Ellen D. “Introduction,” The color of success: Asian Americans and the origins of the mod

3. Watch: A Brief History of Asian American Representation in Film

4. Watch: A Racist History of U.S. Immigration

Week
4

Understanding
Race, Gender, &
Intersectionality

Chapter 1: The History and Conceptual Elements of Critical Race Theory 9 KEVIN BROWN AND D

https://drive.google.com/file/d/17cRE3qHqdMx3Y_cEhyW-ddll62b9SyPU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mMbWu2c6hNgUAaNfjV5MBaOFLqM2Qre_/view?usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k5KwDTXWgSA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6yiQAmgI5s4
https://scholar.google.com/scholar_url?url=https://www.biknotes.com/_files/ugd/b8b6dc_c130ecf51e404a0c94a163eb73db6c20.pdf%23page%3D253&hl=en&sa=X&ei=WgbCZevNHZDYyAT9hr-wBg&scisig=AFWwaeaszIBlQGj2_nE5dKINzuou&oi=scholarr
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=akOe5-UsQ2o
https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CALS_SJO/1nj5q0c/cdi_proquest_ebookcentralchapters_7042307_14_144
https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CALS_SJO/1nj5q0c/cdi_proquest_ebookcentralchapters_7042307_14_144
https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/breaking-ground?utm_campaign=Video&utm_medium=MARC&utm_source=aspresolver
https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CALS_SJO/1nj5q0c/cdi_proquest_ebookcentralchapters_7042307_10_81
https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CALS_SJO/1nj5q0c/cdi_brill_books_B9789004335332_003
https://history.mit.edu/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Student-8-A-Brief-Queer-History-of-Asian-Americans.pdf
https://calendar.eji.org/racial-injustice/jan/19#:~:text=Beginning%20on%20January%2019%2C%201930,newly%20opened%20local%20dance%20hall


When Topic Notes

Week
8

Exclusion, WWII,
& Militarization
(CLO 3 & 4)

Read: Teaiwa, Teresia K. “bikinis and other s/pacific n/oceans.” The Contemporary Pacific, (https:

https://www.jstor.org/stable/23701591
https://www.jstor.org/stable/23701591
https://video.alexanderstreet.com/watch/act-of-war-the-overthrow-of-the-hawaiian-nation-with-audio-description
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZST6qnRR1mY
https://www.middleeasteye.net/opinion/orientalism-edward-said-seminal-book-matters-still-why
https://www.hollywoodreporter.com/movies/movie-features/crazy-rich-asians-how-asian-rom-happened-netflix-1130965/
https://time.com/longform/crazy-rich-asians/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cZ5f7TQu1N8
https://www.amazon.com/gp/video/detail/amzn1.dv.gti.ccbba128-8c1d-7a0a-10e6-89781f5dba41?autoplay=1&ref_=atv_cf_strg_wb
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=f5h&AN=44768567&site=eds-live
https://online.ucpress.edu/esr/article/42/2/32/109648/Native-Americans-and-the-Third-World-Strike-at-UC
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=hlh&AN=51459400&site=eds-live
https://online.ucpress.edu/esr/article/43/3/73/112184/Third-World-RadicalismThe-Chicana-o-Studies
http://search.ebscohost.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=a9h&AN=50791597&site=eds-live


When Topic Notes

Week
13

Solidarity Work
Then & Now

- Teaching Black and Asian American Solidarity in the Classroom (https://www.beaconbroadside.
June 02, 2023 (https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2023/06/teaching-black-and-asia
By Brian Batugo (https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2023/06/teaching-black-and-as

Why Only Mult@ a

By Brian Snd

https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2023/06/teaching-black-and-asian-american-solidarity.html
https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2023/06/teaching-black-and-asian-american-solidarity.html
https://www.beaconbroadside.com/broadside/2023/06/teaching-black-and-asian-american-solidarity.html
https://nextcity.org/urbanist-news/multiracial-solidarity-restorative-justice-solve-racial-attacks-on-asian-am
https://www.vox.com/22321234/black-asian-american-tensions-solidarity-history

