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Social Problems Course Schedule / Calendar 
Week Date 
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Course materials such as syllabus, handouts, powerpoint outlines, assignment instructions, etc. can be found on 
CANVAS in our class homepage. You are responsible for regularly checking CANVAS to learn of any updates. Your 
course exams will be taken on scheduled dates, and your exam & assignment grades will be posted to CANVAS. You 
will have timely access to your grades throughout the semester. Official final grades will be posted by Admissions & 
Records to your MySJSU account. 

 
Course Description !"#$%&'#()*+,(,-./   
This course is designed to introduce students to the basic concepts, theories, and methods of sociology. My intention is to 
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Required Texts/Readings 
Macionis, " Social Problems" 8th  Ed. Pearson Publishing 
 

 
*CAUTION:  REVEL is NOT a class requirement, and as such the instructor does not have any class access, class invite or 
permission number to give to you. BEFORE purchasing REVEL and supplemental study material, be aware that students need to 
contact the publisher directly about any questions regarding REVEL. The instructor is not involved in REVEL, and this class is not 
linked with REVEL 
 

Students have many options relating to the required textbook. Students can rent or buy new and used textbooks, or use an 
E-book. As long as students use the proper edition the choice of format is up to students.  
Textbooks offered at our campus bookstore are for convenience, but there is no requirement that class textbooks be 
purchased from the campus bookstore. TEXTBOOK OPTIONS offered at the campus bookstore are NOT REQUIRED, 
they are simply recommendations. The textbook is also available from other sources, if you so choose. Be sure to 
purchase the proper edition of your textbook. 

 
Reading should be done per our class syllabus  ( Usually 1 - 2 chapters per week) Students will be better prepared to 
discuss the material, and better prepared for asking questions about material that needs more explanation. See reading 
schedule on Class Calendar page . Students are expected to use the proper edition of the assigned textbook. Older editions 
may not contain all the information that is listed on your exam study guides, and students that use the wrong textbook will 
be solely responsible for obtaining the missing information. 

 
 
 

Office Hours:  In-person office hours are by appointment only during the Covid protocol.  Feel free to contact me 
online or by email if you have any questions about the class or course material. 

 
Technology Requirements:   All students should have access to a computer and good internet service for this class
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regularly. The instructor is not responsible for missed messages due to incorrect email addresses. Students can 
email anytime of day, however, the instructor is not available 24 hours a day. The instructor will attempt to 
respond to email within a 24 - 48 hour time period 
 

Attendance & participation:   Attendance and participation is expected, and part of class grading for certain 
assignments. Participation in an online course refers to the completion of course work. Logging into the course is not 
considered participation. Online classes are not self-paced, and have strict deadline dates. In-person classes also have 
scheduled deadlines and participation policies.  Be sure to read and understand requirements as outlined in the class 
syllabus 

 
Drop policy:   If a student wishes to drop this class, it is the student’s responsibility to complete the drop process with 

Admission and Records. Do not contact the instructor to drop the class. The instructor has the right to drop students that 
fail to participate for two- consecutive weeks during a semester long course.  The student may not receive further advance 
notice….this serves as notice of the drop policy. 

 
 
 
 

Grade scale: 320 total points (4.0 grade scale) ( see pg. 6 of syllabus for more information) 
 
         A      294-320       ( 92-100%)   A-       288-293.9       ( 90-91.9%)   
         B+   278-287.9    (87-89.9%) B        262-277.9        ( 82-86.9%) B-      256-261.9    ( 80-81.9%)  
         C+   246-255.9    (77-79.9%) C        224-245.9       ( 70-76.9%) C-      217-223.9    ( 68-69.9%) 
         D+   208-216.9    (65-67.9%) D        192-207.9        ( 60-64.9%)          D-      182-191.9    ( 57-59.9%) 
         Fail =  Below 182 points ( Below 57%) 
 
        

      GRADE CRITERIA 
           
          Midterm Exams  300 total points;  100 points each 
          In-class group discussion participation   20 total points 
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   ASSIGNMENTS:    All graded assignments are done in CANVAS or In-class 

  All deadline times are based upon (PST) Pacific Standard Time 
 

     
  IN-CLASS EXAMS,  NO ONLINE MAKEUPS 

 

Midterm Exam #1 – 100 pts September 24 
   Late Makeup #1 September 26 
Midterm Exam #2 – 100 pts October 22 
   Late Makeup #2                                                October 24 
Retake Midterm November 7 
Midterm Exam #3  - 100 pts December 5 

         
 There are three (3) major midterm exams given in this class. Each exam is worth 100 points and will consist of 50  
 questions . All exams are multiple choice.  In-class exams will be allowed limited notes, per the instructor and the class  
 syllabus. For this class students are allowed 2 sheets of paper (8 x 11), using all sides of the paper.  Other notes, books,  
 or electronic devices shall not 
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         Quiz #1 due: Sep 12    Quiz #2 due: Sep 19 
 Quiz #3 due: Oct 8    Quiz #4 due: Oct 17 
 Quiz #5 due: Nov 5    Quiz #6 due: Nov 14 
    
 Each
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Can I use a different edition of the textbook? 
No. You should use the print copy or e-
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