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These two exams will be based on class lectures, activities, and readings. This exam will cover the 
assigned chapters in the textbooks, Canvas activities, and lectures for five-six weeks.  It will be 
composed of two essays, 20 multiple choice questions, and 20 true/false questions. 
 
Two Essays (30%) The rubric and essay prompts, uploaded in “files” in canvas 
 
Final Exam (20%) 
The final exam will cover the assigned chapters in the textbooks, Canvas activities, and lectures for the 
entire semester. It will be composed of four essays, 30 multiple choice, and 40 true/false questions. 
 
Grading Scale 
95-100%: A   90-94%: A-   86-89: B+   83-85%: B    80-82%: B-   76-79: C+   73-75%: C   70-72%: C- 
66-69%: D+   63-



experiences of people with disabilities; and patterns of race and class relations. [Assessed in essays 1 & 
2] 
 
US2 American Institutions – U.S. Constitution 
As students explore the meaning and content of the democratic process as it has evolved in the United 
States, at a minimum they should be able to evaluate:  
1. the foundations of the political system, including the evolution of the U.S. Constitution, political 
culture, separation of powers, federalism, and relations among various levels of government. Students 
will also analyze the evolving institutions of government, including a study of the powers of the 
President, Congress, and the Judiciary as well as the bureaucracy; [Assessed in midterm and final exam] 
2. the links between the people and the political system of the United States, including voting and 
other forms of participation, as well as other content areas such as tribal governments, political parties, 
interest/lobbying groups, and public opinion and socialization. Students should also analyze the rights 
and obligations of citizens, which may include the tension between various freedoms of expression, 
including issues related to censorship and freedom of speech, due process, and the maintenance of 
order; [Assessed in group presentations and final exam] 
3. connections to issues of justice/injustice, including the efforts to end racial, gender, and other 
forms of discriminatory practices in both the public and private sectors. [Assessed in Essays 1 & 2] 
 
US2 American Institutions – California Government 
As students explore the operations of government at the state level, they should be able to evaluate: 
1. the foundations of the California political system, the similarities and differences between the 
California and U.S. Constitutions, and the relationship between state and local government in California; 
[Assessed in midterm and final exam] 
2. the evolving relationships of state and local government with the federal government, such as 
the relationship with tribal governments; the generation and resolution of conflicts; the establishment 
of cooperative processes under the constitutions of both the state and nation; and the political 
processes involved. [Assessed in Essays 1 & 2] 
 
 
Topics & Readings 
 
1st week 
Reconstruction or Restoration: 1865-1877 
 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 15 
 
The Structural Foundations of American Government and Politics 
 
Reading: Greenberg, Chapter 4 
 
2nd week 
Chinese Immigrants, 1830’s-1880’s 
 
Readings: Takaki, Chapter 3 
 
3rd week 
Industrialization, Urbanization, and Capitalism in America, 1877-1890 



 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 16 
 
Challenge to Government and Corporate Power: Resistance and Reform, 1877-1890 
 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 17 
 
4th week 
Political and Cultural Conflict: Depression and War 
 
Reading: Jones, Chapter 18       
 
Progressive Reform, 1900-1912 
 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 19 
 
 
5th week 
Excluded Chinese Americans: Chinatown, 1880’s-1900 
 
Reading; Takaki Chapter 6 
 
Japanese Americans, 1860’s-1900 
 
Reading; Takaki Chapter 5 
 
 
6th week 
Filipino American Immigration, 1900-1945 
 
Reading: Takaki Chapter 9  
 
Korean American Immigration, 1860’s-1950 
 
Reading: Takaki Chapter 7 
  
 
7th week 
World War I and Revolution, 1912-1920 
 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 20       
 
Asian American During and after the WW II 
 
Reading: Takaki Chapter 10 
 
8th week 
1920s: Great Depression and the New Deal 



 
Readings; Jones, Chapters 21-



 
Readings: Jones, Chapter 28   


