


2. Plea



If you are sick, please stay home! Nothing in this course can't be given an extension or submitted online.
Please prioritize taking care of yourself and informing me of any issues. 

Operate with the assumption that everyone, including your professor, is trying to do their best. If a link on
Canvas doesn't work, email me. 

 Program Information
Welcome to this General Education course.

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes integrate areas of
study and encourage progressively more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving.

The General Education Program has three goals:

Goal 1: To develop students’ core competencies for academic, personal, creative, and professional
pursuits.
Goal 2: To enact the university’s commitment to diversity, inclusion, and justice by ensuring that
students have the knowledge and skills to serve and contribute to the well-being of local and global
communities and the environment.
Goal 3: To offer students integrated, multidisciplinary, and innovative study in which they pose
challenging questions, address complex issues, and develop cooperative and creative responses.

More information about the General Education Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) can be found on the GE
website (https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php).

 Course Learning Outcomes (CLOs)
GE Area D: Social Sciences

Area D courses increase students’ understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of
value systems, economic structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments.
Students develop an understanding of problems and issues from different disciplinary perspectives and
examine issues in their contemporary as well as historical settings and in a variety of cultural contexts.

The CSU requires students to complete General Education courses in the Social Sciences in at least two
different disciplines. Students may meet this requirement by either 1) taking two lower-division Area D
courses in different disciplines, or 2) taking two lower-division Area D courses in the same discipline and an
Area S upper-division GE course in a different discipline.

GE Area D Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of an Area D course, students should be able to:

https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


1. 





Nailed It. Directed by Adele Pham. New York: Women Make Movies, 2019.

Edited Work

Keywords in Asian American Studies. Edited by Cathy Schlund-Vials, Linda Trinh Võ, and K. Scott Wong.
New York: NYU Press, 2015.

*Plz see Canvas. Most items are accessible through the SJSU library. Additional readings might exist on
Canvas too. 

 Course Requirements and Assignments
Foundational Assignments

You mostly choose which assignments you want to complete in the course, except for a handful of
foundational assignments that meet course requirements—Reading Responses #1, #4, #5, #7, #14, and
#15. Two of the four Watch + Read assignments and the final exam/project. Foundational assignments are
marked with an (F) on Canvas.

15 Reading Responses (35 points each. 525 total)

Tell me three quotes from the assigned reading that helped you think more critically about the experiences
of Asians, Asian Americans, or Pacific Islanders in the United States. Make sure the quotes you choose are
from different sections of the assigned reading. Provide a set-up, the actual quote, and a brief reflection
that addresses why you selected the quote and what about the Asian, Asian American, or Pacific Islander
histories the quote helped you understand. (US 3 + GELO 1,2,3,4)

4 Watch + Read (75 points each. 300 total)

Write a reflection on the film that also engages with the reading paired with the film. Please see the
specifics assignment for details. (GELO 1 +2)

(At least 250 word count.)

6 Creative Activity (100-200 points. 825 total)

6 creative activities are scheduled throughout the course. 2 of the 6 are group projects. Creative activities
ask you to explore an Asian American artist’s work and the social and historical forces that prompted artists
to act and create, developing a technique or style to address issues and questions raised by the Asian
American experience. (Varies according to activity, but combined they cover US 3 + GELO 1, 2, 3, 4.)

1650 possible. Class is out of 1000

 Grading Information



Grade Points Percentage

A plus 960 to 1000 96 to 100%

A 930 to 959 93 to 95%

A minus 900 to 929 90 to 92%

B plus 860 to 899 86 to 89 %

B 830 to 859 83 to 85%

B minus 800 to 829 80 to 82%

C plus 760 to 799 76 to 79%

C 730 to 759 73 to 75%

C minus 700 to 729 70 to 72%

D plus 660 to 699 66 to 69%

D 630 to 659 63 to 65%
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php




 

7 – mar. 4-
6

Gidra + Asian American Movement

Read #7: Shelley Sang-Hee Lee,
chapter 11. (F)

Watch + Read #3: Tadashi
Nakamura, A Song for Ourselves,
2009; liner notes of A Grain of Sand:
Music for the Struggle by Asians in
America. (F)

 

8 – mar.
11-13

Read #8: archive issues of Gidra
accessible through the SJSU library.

 Activity #3 (does require Read #8)
(150 pts.)

 

9 – mar.
18-20

Saweetie + Femme Fugivity

Read #9: Berney, “Saweetie’s Pretty
Bitch Music, Femme Fugivity and the
Blasian Bay Area,” from Queer &
Femme in AfroAsian American Visual
Culture, 2024.

Watch + Read #4: Adele Pham,
Nailed It, 2018; Reed, J., &
Medvedev, K. (2023). A Missing Site
of Black Beauty History: The Black
Beauty Supply Store. Clothing and
Textiles Research Journal, 41(4),
294–309. (F)

 

10 – mar.
25 - 27

Read #10: Jeff Chang, “Vanilla Cities
& Their Chocolate Suburbs: On
Resegregation” from We Gon’ Be
Alright;

Activity #4 (125 pts.)

 

 

11 – apr.
1-3

 

Spring Break.

 

 

12 – apr.
8-10

Christine Sun Kim + Accessibility

Read #11: “Disability,” from Keywords
in Asian American Studies; Christine
Sun Kim, “Friends & Strangers,” Art in
the 20  Century, Art 21, Season 11.

Read #12: sections from Alice
Wong’s Year of the Tiger: An Activist
Life, 2022.

 

13 – apr.
15-17

 

Read #13: sections from Alice
Wong’s Year of the Tiger: An Activist
Life, 2022.

Activity #5 (Tues. attendance
required) (125 pts.)

th



 

14 – apr.
22-24

Swati Khurana + 9/11

Read #14: “Post-Colonialism” from
Keywords in Asian American
Studies.  Shelley Sang Hee-Lee,
chapter 13. (F)

 

 

15 – apr.
29- 1

mimi khúc + Open in Emergency Kit

Read #15: Chen, M. Y., Khúc, M., &
Kim, J. B. (2023). Work Will Not Save
Us: An Asian American Crip
Manifesto. Disability Studies
Quarterly, 43(1); sections from dear
elia: Letters from the Asian American
Abyss, 2024. (F)

Work on Kit & Conferences

 

16 – may
6-8

 

Work on Kit & Conferences Work on Kit & Conferences

 

17 – may
13-15

 

5/12 is last day of classes. 5/14-5/21
Finals.

Activity #6 (200 pts.)


