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Sociology and Interdisciplinary Social Sciences
Sociology 151, Violence in the Family, Section 1

Spring, 2025, Course Syllabus

COURSE AND CONTACT INFORMATION

Instructor: Soma de Bourbon

Office Location: DMH 238A

Telephone: N/A

Email: soma.debourbon@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Mondays 12:00 to 1:30 pm and by appointment

Class Days/Time: Mondays and Wednesdays 3:00 to 4:30 pm 

Classroom: DMH 231    

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
A sociological examination of violence in families focusing on the causes and consequences of violence and on the ways in 
which various social institutions and community agencies respond to violence among intimates. 

 
COURSE FORMAT 
This class meets in person in DMH 231.

Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on Canvas. You are 
responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU (or other communication systems as indicated 
by the instructor). To log onto Canvas, go to https://one.sjsu.edu/

COURSE LEARNING OUTCOMES (CLO)

CLO Measurement

Provide examples for some of the sociological theories that address family 
violence.

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading summaries
 In-class exercises

Discuss potential individual and familial consequences of family violence.  In-class discussions 
 In-class group analysis of Ted Talks
 Film notes/discussions

Identify and describe from a sociological perspective some of the factors that 
increase a family or individual’s risk of surviving family violence or 
becoming a perpetrator of family violence.

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading summaries

Compare some of the intervention strategies utilized by hospitals, police 
officers, the courts, and community agencies.

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading summaries

REQUIRED TEXTS / READING 
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1. Hattery, Angela and Earl Smith. The Social Dynamics of Family Violence Second Edition. 2018. (Available through the 
SJSU Library—you have to be signed in to access the book)

2. Katz, Jackson. The Macho Paradox: Why Some Men Hurt Women and How All Men Can Help. 2019. Sourcebooks, Inc. 
Naperville, IL. (Available through the SJSU Library—you have to be signed in to access the book)

3. Other required readings are available on Canvas and/or a link professor provides. 

 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND ASSIGNMENTS 
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours over 
the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, preparation/studying, or course related 
activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical practica. Other course structures will have equivalent 
workload expectations as described in the syllabus.”
**If you are struggling or think you may fail the class, please come and see me during office hours. The earlier you talk 
with me, the more I can assist you. Please do not come to discuss passing the class in the last three weeks of the semester.  
 
Exams (50%: 25% for midterm, 25% for final exam)
The exams, one midterm and one final, will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answers based on the readings, 
classroom presentations, and discussions. A makeup of a missed exam requires an official notice from a doctor, court officer, or 
other official.

In-Class Reading Quizzes (20%) 
Some information about the Reading Quizzes: 

 The quizzes will take place during the first ten minutes of class. If you come late, you will not be able to take the quiz.
 There will be nine quizzes during the semester.
 Your lowest score will be dropped.
 You can bring one hand-written sheet of paper with you to use for the quiz. 
 There are no make-up quizzes since you can miss one quiz without it affecting your grade.
 The first three quizzes will consist of the following open-ended question: “Discuss three things you learned from the 

reading.” You will be asked to respond with a one to two paragraphs answer. 

Participation/Discussion/Films (15%)
We will do in-class assignments most class sessions. You get points for showing up to class and doing the assignment. Points are 
not assigned based on how many times you raise your hand or talk in class. Some students do not enjoy talking in front of the 
class, and other students enjoy it. I would like every person to participate as much as they are able. See classroom protocol for 
use of devices, which is a different issue. In addition, there will be a couple of times this semester where you will not come to 
campus for class. For those dates, I will assign something and you will turn in your notes and/or post to a discussion board. For 
specifics, please see the below schedule. 

CONNECTION PROJECT (15%)
See Canvas for a description of this assignment. In order to learn about the impacts of �










