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Sociology 80, Spring, 2025  
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6RFLRORJ\�����6RFLDO�3UREOHPV��6HFWLRQ��
6SULQJ��������&RXUVH�6\OODEXV

&2856(�$1'�&217$&7�,1)250$7,21

Instructor: Soma de Bourbon

Office Location: DMH 238A

Telephone: N/A

Email: soma.debourbon@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Mondays 12:00 to 1:30 pm and by appointment 

Class Days/Time: Wednesdays 1:30 to 2:45 am and Asynchronous online

Classroom: DMH 358  

&2856(�'(6&5,37,21�

SJSU Catalog Description: “Sociological analysis of selected contemporary social problems such as housing and 
homelessness, economy and employment, environment and consumerism, family and divorce, crime and drugs, politics 
and media, race and gender, wealth and poverty, war and peace.”

Satisfies Area D: Social Sciences

*UDGLQJ� Letter Graded

&2856(�)250$7�
This class meets in person in DMH 358.

Copies of the course materials such as the syllabus, major assignment handouts, etc. may be found on Canvas. You are 
responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through MySJSU (or other communication systems as 
indicated by the instructor). To log onto Canvas, go to https://one.sjsu.edu/

$5($�'�/($51,1*�287&20(6�

CLO Measurement

Demonstrate understanding of the ways in which social institutions, culture, 
and environment shape and are shaped by the behavior of individuals, both 
past and present

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading quizzes
 In-class exercises

Compare and contrast the dynamics of two or more social groups or social 
systems in a variety of historical and/or cultural contexts

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading quizzes
 In-class exercises
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Place contemporary social developments in cultural, environmental, 
geographical, and/or historical contexts

 Midterm and final exam
 Reading quizzes

Draw on social/behavioral science information from various perspectives to 
formulate applications appropriate to historical and/or contemporary social 
issues

 Current Events Group Project
 Midterm and final exam
 Reading quizzes
 In-class exercises

5(48,5('�7(;76���5($',1*�

 All readings will be available on Canvas or via an internet link.

&2856(�5(48,5(0(176�$1'�$66,*10(176�
“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum of 45 hours 
over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, preparation/studying, or course 
related activities, including but not limited to internships, labs, and clinical practica. Other course structures will have 
equivalent workload expectations as described in the syllabus.”



,I�\RX�DUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�RU�WKLQN�\RX�PD\�IDLO�WKH�FODVV��SOHDVH�FRPH�DQG�VHH�PH�GXULQJ�RIILFH�KRXUV��7KH�HDUOLHU�\RX�
WDON�ZLWK�PH��WKH�PRUH�,�FDQ�DVVLVW�\RX��3OHDVH�GR�QRW�FRPH�WR�GLVFXVV�SDVVLQJ�WKH�FODVV�LQ�WKH�ODVW�WKUHH�ZHHNV�RI�WKH�
VHPHVWHU���
�
([DPV�����������IRU�PLGWHUP������IRU�ILQDO�H[DP�
The exams, one midterm and one final, will consist of multiple choice, true/false, and short answers based on the readings, 
classroom presentations, and discussions. A makeup of a missed exam requires an official notice from a doctor, court 
officer, or other official.

In-Class Reading Quizzes (20%) 
Some information about the Reading Quizzes: 

 The in-class quizzes will take place during the first ten minutes of class. If you come late, you will not be able to 
take the quiz.

 There will be nine quizzes during the semester.
 Your lowest score will be dropped.
 For the in-person quizzes, you can bring one hand-written sheet of paper with you to use for each quiz. 
 There are no make-up quizzes since you can miss one quiz without it affecting your grade.
 The first two quizzes will consist of the following open-ended question: “Discuss three things you learned from 

the reading.” You will be asked to respond with a one to two paragraph answer. 

5HDGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVWV

 <RX�ZLOO�VXEPLW����GLVFXVVLRQ�SRVWV�RQ�&DQYDV�DERXW�WKH�UHDGLQJ��<RXU�ORZHVW�VFRUH�ZLOO�EH�GURSSHG��

,Q�&ODVV�3DUWLFLSDWLRQ�'LVFXVVLRQ�)LOPV������
We will do in-class assignments most class sessions. You get points for showing up to class and doing the assignment. 
Points are not assigned based on how many times you raise your hand or talk in class. Some students do not enjoy talking 
in front of the class, and other students enjoy it. I would like every person to participate as much as they are able. See 
classroom protocol for use of devices in class. Since this is a hybrid class, we will have online discussion posts most 
weeks of the semester. 
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*URXS�3URMHFW�������
You will work in a group to discuss some of the topics we will cover in class.

/$7(�32/,&<�
I will accept assignments turned in to me before class up until one week past the due date. 

�,����

�/�$�7�(���3�2�/�,!
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5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 1
'XH� Reading Discussion Post 1 on Chapter 1

Feb 5 1DWLYH�$PHULFDQ�DQG�,QGLJHQRXV�6WXGLHV�&DQGLGDWH�7HDFKLQJ�'HPRQVWUDWLRQ
'XH��Your hand written notes (Turn in notes w�

S�

5HDGLQJ�V���

S̳�䖂鄂

<RXGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVW���R
)HE 5

1DW瀀5HH��<RXU�KDQG�ZULWWHQ�QRWHV��7XUQ�LQ�QRWHV�Z�Yn�㝕'XDGLQJ�V���6RFLDO�3UREOHPV��&RQWLQXLW\�DQG�&KDQJH��&KDSWHU��
'XH���5HDGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVW���R�)HE 51DWGing�V�� SociDl 3roElHPV� &onWinXiWy DnG &KDngH , &KDpWHr 15HH��)HH䁗\�Yor啖桵Yn�啕暇FeC偋in Prt Chah灖c၄n)dig聕䁗yPy aSociDl 3roElHPV� &onWinXiWy DnG &KDngH, &KDpWHr 1'XH���5HDGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVW���RUL&KDSWHU��, B 5Nat瀀, @偋in Prt Chah灖c၄n)dig聕䁗yPy aSocial Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 11DX� )HH䁗y <RXWH1DW瀀Natding(s): Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 15HH��<RXGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVW���R��(WH1DW瀀5HDGLQJ�V���6RFLDO�3UREOHPV��&RQWLQXLW\�DQG�&KDQJH��&KDSWHU��1DX� )HH䁗y Yovᔀ��(WH6�Yn�偈, "nꁊ 'H[C&KDnꁊVXY6RFLDO�3UREOHPV��&RQWLQXLW\�DQG�&KDQJH��&KDSWHU��5HH��<RXGLQJ�'LVFXVVLRQ�3RVW���R遗S&KDSWHU��FeCteNat瀀FeBPyia끒gnd ChCsa倃1� C怷eCi�SociDl 3roElHPV� &onWinXiWy DnG &KDngH, &KDpWHr 1'XH��)HH䁗\�YorᢄYn�冈YooPyia끒gnd ChCsa倃1� C怷eCi�Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 11DX� <oXGing 'iVcXVVion 3oVW 1 oYopteNat瀀Yop灖g D Deni偕 h灗mstegSocial Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 15HH��)HH䁗\�
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Mar 31 1R�&ODVV��6SULQJ�5HFHVV 

Apr 2 1R�&ODVV��6SULQJ�5HFHVV

Apr 7 7RSLF�V���Sexual Behavior
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 9
'XH��Reading Discussion Post 8 on Chapter 9

Apr 9 7RSLF�V���The Changing Family
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 10
'XH��Quiz 6: In-Class quiz on Chapter 10

Apr 14 7RSLF�V���School and Education
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 11
'XH��Reading Discussion Post 9 on Chapter 11

Apr 16 7RSLF�V���School and Education
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 11
'XH��Quiz 7: In-Class quiz on Chapter 11

Apr 21 7RSLF�V���Work and Economy
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 12
'XH��Reading Discussion Post 10 on Chapter 12

Apr 23 7RSLF�V���Work and Economy
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 12
'XH��Quiz 8: In-Class quiz on Chapter 12

Apr 28 7RSLF�V���Population and the Environment�
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 15
'XH��Reading Discussion Post 11 on Chapter 15

Apr 30 7RSLF�V���Health and Healthcare
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 13
'XH��Quiz 9: In-Class quiz on Chapter 13

May 5 7RSLF�V���Sociological Perspectives on War�
5HDGLQJ�V���Social Problems: Continuity and Change, Chapter 16

May 7 /DVW�'D\�RI�2XU�,Q�&ODVV�0HHWLQJV�
7RSLF��:KDW�ZLOO�ZH�WDNH�DZD\�IURP�WKLV�FODVV"

May 12 'XH��6HPHVWHU�5HIOHFWLRQV

May 19 )LQDO�([DP��0D\��������SP

 
 


