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Course Description

The purpose of the course is to examine the historical and political development of the United States
from a multicultural perspective. The course will examine the principal events, developments, and
problems of the United States from the mid-nineteenth century to the present, emphasizing the role of
class, race, ethnicity, gender, and sexuality in American history and politics. The course will examine the
diversity of the Asian American experience within the context of the development of the United States
as a developing nation-state and world power and within the context of its race relations with other
minorities such as Native Americans, African Americans, and Mexican Americans.

The social history of Asian America forms an important part of the broad understanding of the social,
economic, and political contours of America. In turn, the contours of American history and political
institutions help us to better understand the particular social experiences of Asians and Asian Americans
as immigrants, workers, and small business entrepreneurs and the impact of social institutions upon the
formation of families, and communities.

In addition, the course will examine the history and politics of California government, contrasting the
similarities and differences between California and U.S. Constitutions, the relation between the federal
and state and local governments, and contemporary issues of California government and politics.

Texts

Greenberg, Edward S., and Benjamin . Page, The Struggle for Democracy, Longman Publishers
Jones, Jacqueline, et. al., Created Equal: A Social and Political History of the United States, Longman
Publishers



These two exams will be based on class lectures, activities, and readings. This exam will cover the
assigned chapters in the textbooks, Canvas activities, and lectures for five-six weeks. It will be
composed of two essays, 20 multiple choice questions, and 20 true/false questions.

Two Essays (30%) The rubric, deadline,



experiences of people with disabilities; and patterns of race and class relations. [Assessed in essays 1 &
2]

US2 American Institutions — U.S. Constitution

As students explore the meaning and content of the democratic process as it has evolved in the United
States, at a minimum they should be able to evaluate:

1. the foundations of the political system, including the evolution of the U.S. Constitution, political
culture, separation of powers, federalism, and relations among various levels of government. Students
will also analyze the evolving institutions of government, including a study of the powers of the



Readings: Jones, Chapter 16
Challenge to Government and Corporate Power: Resistance and Reform, 1877-1890
Readings: Jones, Chapter 17

4™ week
Political and Cultural Conflict: Depression and War

Reading: Jones, Chapter 18

Progressive Reform, 1900-1912

Readings: Jones, Chapter 19

5t week

Excluded Chinese Americans: Chinatown, 1880’s-1900
Reading; Takaki Chapter 6

Japanese Americans, 1860’s-1900

Reading; Takaki Chapter 5

6™ week

Filipino American Immigration, 1900-1945
Reading: Takaki Chapter 9

Korean American Immigration, 1860’s-1950
Reading: Takaki Chapter 7

7" week

World War | and Revolution, 1912-1920
Readings: Jones, Chapter 20

Asian American During and after the WW II
Reading: Takaki Chapter 10

8" week
1920s: Great Depression and the New Deal






Readings: Jones, Chapter 28



