
 Contact Information
Instructor: Yvonne Y. Kwan, PhD

Email: 

mailto:yvonne.y.kwan@sjsu.edu


EVEN MORE MATH: 6.5 HOURS/WEEK (OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME) FOR THIS CLASS (but TBH, you can
be successful with like 4 hours outside of class time/week)

AI Policy

AI tools are generally not allowed but may be approved for specific tasks or activities with prior instructor
consent. See Canvas Module 1 for additional details.

Canvas

All course materials, including readings and assignments will be accessed and submitted via Canvas. No
physical papers or assignments emailed will be accepted.

Attendance - Absences or Leaving Early

1. Although attendance is not directly factored into your grade, your presence in class helps assure that
you'll be prepared for graded assignments and in-class quizzes or participation.

2. There's no need to ask for permission. Take responsibility for your own decisions.
3. Don't simply ask your professor what you missed. First, review the syllabus. Second, check in with a

classmate for notes. Third, come to office hours to discuss follow-up questions.
4. If there is a matter that is detrimental to your wellness or performance in the course, notify your

professor as soon as you can.
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identify the lenses through which dominant society operates;
recognize that individuals are often subject to marginalization that creates positionalities of
disadvantage;

https://www.hoopladigital.com/title/12579768
https://www.arcadiapublishing.com/products/9781467125291?srsltid=AfmBOoqb5Pgv5ah6LyAH8Ye_czg_twbwlKShv9a-3qwp-p2bz9CtAZl6
https://www.jamsj.org/blog/2022/6/8/read-about-the-history-of-san-jose-japantown-in-a-book-from-jamsj


 Course Requirements and Assignments
FILM ANALYSIS (15%)

This assignment invites you to engage critically and reflectively with 3 films that depict the incarceration of
Japanese Americans during World War II. Through this process, you will examine the multifaceted themes
of nation, identity, loyalty, family, trauma, transgenerational trauma, memory, and expression, considering
how these narratives convey the lived experiences and legacies of this historical period.

Objectives:

Engage with assigned course readings to analyze the portrayal of Japanese American incarceration in
film.
Explore how themes of nation, identity, and loyalty are represented and questioned.
Reflect on the personal and collective impact of trauma, including transgenerational trauma.
Consider the role of memory and expression in preserving and understanding history.
Develop your critical thinking and analytical writing skills by engaging with complex historical and social
issues.

Additional assignment details will be provided on Canvas.

INDIVIDUAL ZINE ENTRIES (60%)

This assignment invites you to create a zine that reflects your engagement with course themes through
creative expression and critical analysis. Each entry will explore one or more themes of the course,
considering the ways these topics engage with issues such as activism, cultural expression,
intersectionality, and coalition building in addition to the core themes of nation, identity, loyalty, family,
trauma, transgenerational trauma, memory, and expression.

This project combines creativity and analytical depth, encouraging you to make connections between
history, identity, and the broader social and cultural movements that shape the Japanese American
experience. You will create six zine entries, each focused on one of the following topics:

1. No-No Boy
2. San Jose Japantown (with an option to include comparative analysis of other Japantowns)
3. Yayoi Crane Project
4. Yuri Kochiyama
5. PJ and/or Roy Hirabayashi
6. Nobuko Miyamoto

Additional assignment details will be provided on Canvas.

FINAL GROUP CURATION OF ZINE (15%)

This group project builds on your individual zine entries by collaboratively curating and editing them into
one cohesive group zine. The goal is to transform individual work into a collective expression that reflects
shared themes and perspectives on Japanese American experiences. This assignment emphasizes



teamwork, critical decision-making, and the creative process, requiring you to curate, organize, and present
your entries as a unified publication.

Additional assignment details will be provided on Canvas.

GROUP BOOK DISCUSSION FACILIT�

�



GROUP BOOK
DISCUSSION

FACILITATION

7.5% CLO 1

SOCIAL MEDIA

LOO

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


When Topic Notes

Week 2
2/3/2025
and
2/5/2025

Incarceration Required Readings

Erika Lee (2015) "Military Necessity": The Uprooting of Japanese American in World War 
Karen Ishizuka (2002) "Arts Saved Us...from What?"
Additional Primary Sources from "Asian America : A Primary Source Reader" (See Canvas 

WEDNESDAY

Guest Lecture: yayoi kambara (KAMBARA+), performance artist

Week 3
2/10/2025
and
2/13/2025

Incarceration Required Readings
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https://sccl.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S981C12579768
https://ddr.densho.org/?_gl=1*vc2uud*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MzcxNTM5NzUuQ2p3S0NBaUFuS2k4QmhCMEVpd0E1OERBNGNHX2E5UjNWc0tqYnIyM1lab2pPWmZQbFFnRmZOczlaZE9SN2FhSjhuZDBLZGNBUjk3R0tSb0NmeklRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTI5NTYxMjg3Ny4xNzM1MjUwNDg5


When Topic Notes

Week 6
3/3/2025
and
3/5/2025

No-No Boy Required Readings

John Okada (1857) No-No Boy

Assignment (see Canvas for assignment details)

No-No Boy Notes + Group Facilitation



https://aapi-perspectives.jamsj.org/archive/pj-hirabayashi/
https://aapi-perspectives.jamsj.org/archive/roy-hirabayashi/
https://apa.si.edu/yuri/
https://www.filmsforaction.org/watch/mountains-that-take-wing-angela-davis-and-yuri-kochiyama-trailer/
https://www.pbs.org/video/nobuko-miyamoto-a-song-in-movement-gjvy7f/


When Topic Notes

Week 16
5/12/2025

Final Prep -
Group Work

MONDAY

IN-CLASS GROUP WORK

Assignment (see Canvas for assignment details)

Nobuko Miyamoto Zine Entry Due
Social Media Campaign Due

Finals
Week
5/16/2025

  FINAL GROUP ZINE DUE + PRESENTATION

Friday 6/17/2024 10:45 AM-12:45 PM


