
 Contact Information
Instructor: Yvonne Y. Kwan, PhD

Email: yvonne.y.kwan@sjsu.edu

 Course Description and Requisites
Historical and political processes shaping U.S. culture, institutions and society from before European
expansion to the Civil War. Focus on the roles of workers, immigrants, and people of color from a
comparative perspective.

GE Area: D (formerly GE Area D2)

Note(s): Must complete the entire sequence (AAS 33A and 33B) to satisfy American Institutions (US123).

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols
Class Schedule and Location

Section 1. MW 03:00PM-04:15PM in HGH 122

Office Hours

M 12:00PM-1:00PM in DMH 213
Tu 10:00AM-11:00AM in DMH 213
If you would like to make an appointment outside of regular office hours, please email me.

Workload and Credit Hour Requirements

Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a
minimum of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours
used for lecture) for instruction, preparation (i.e., reading/engaging with assigned course materials),
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studying, or other course-related activities.

MATH: 3hrs * 3units = 9hrs
MORE MATH: -2.5hrs for class time
EVEN MORE MATH: 6.5 HOURS/WEEK (OUTSIDE OF CLASS TIME) FOR THIS CLASS (but TBH, you can
be successful with like 3 hours outside of class time/week)

AI Policy

AI tools are generally not allowed but may be approved for specific tasks o�  but may



Before you send me an email, consider that I require the following:

1. Include a subject line, greeting, and a sign off. This is a professional norm and a sign of respect that
will serve you well beyond SJSU.

2. Double check that the question you are asking is not already answered in the syllabus, assignment
prompts, or any other materials that have been distributed.

3. Evaluate whether the question you are asking is better suited for a conversation during office hours.
Typically, email questions are better for simple yes or no questions. Feedback for major assignments,
clarification of prompts, and explanations for grading must happen in office hours.

4. Expect your email to be returned within 48 hours, not inclusive of weekends.

Late Work

No late work will be docked points unless it is not submitted by the time I grade it. Otherwise, I will
retroactively deduct 5% per day that it is late, retroactive to the original due date. I understand that
emergencies arise, so please notify me as soon as possible if such emergencies may interfere with your
class performance or participation.

 Program Information
Welcome to this General Education course.

SJSU’s General Education Program establishes a strong foundation of versatile skills, fosters curiosity
about the world, promotes ethical judgment, and prepares students to engage and contribute responsibly
and cooperatively in a multicultural, information-rich society. General education classes integrate areas of
study and encourage progressively more complex and creative analysis, expression, and problem solving.

The General Education Program has three goals:

Goal 1: To develop students’ core competencies for academic, personal, creative, and professional
pursuits.
Goal 2: To enact the university’s commitment to diversity, inclusion, and justice by ensuring that
students have the knowledge and skills to serve and contribute to the well-being of local and global
communities and the environment.
Goal 3: To offer students integrated, multidisciplinary, and innovative study in which they pose
challenging questions, address complex issues, and develop cooperative and creative responses.

More information about the General Education Program Learning Outcomes (PLOs) can be found on the GE
website (https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php).

 Course Goals
Diversity Goals and Content

https://sjsu.edu/general-education/ge-requirements/overview/learning-outcomes.php


San José State University is committed to supporting a diverse community guided by core values of ethical
conduct and inclusion and respect for each individual. Such a community enriches the intellectual climate
of the university and the educational experiences of its students, promotes personal growth and a healthy
society, and supports a positive work environment. By studying issues related to diversity, equity, and
inclusion, students come to appreciate their rights and responsibilities in the free exchange of ideas that is
the hallmark of a healthy and productive society.

All Asian American Studies and Ethnic Studies courses are rooted in Access, Retention, and Community. It
means that Asian American Studies is not just a subject matter based on surface representation or
inclusion. Instead, it is a new consciousness. It’s about combatting racism, poverty, and the
misrepresentation of People of Color. Thus, this course will prepare students to accomplish the following.

identify the lenses through which dominant society operates;
recognize that individuals are often subject to marginalization that creates positionalities of
disadvantage;
engage in ways that help to mitigate societal inequities or deconstruct systems of oppression and
colonization;
listen, act, and speak with open minds, and understand the impact of their viewpoints on others;
appreciate differing viewpoints and ways of knowing;
develop skills to work together in a cooperative manner on behalf of the common good.

Asian American Studies, BA Program Learning Outcomes

PLO 1 Demonstrate a core competency in interdisciplinary knowledge of major concepts, theories, and
methods in Asian American Studies (AAS). For specifics see below.

Explain the sociopolitical, historical, contemporary, and comparative formations of race and
ethnicity.
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Area D courses increase students’ understanding of human behavior and social interaction in the context of
value systems, economic structures, political institutions, social groups, and natural environments.
Students develop an understanding of problems and issues from different disciplinary perspectives and
examine issues in their contemporary as well as historical settings and in a variety of cultural contexts.

The CSU requires students to complete General Education courses in the Social Sciences in at least two
different disciplines. Students may meet this requirement by either 1) taking two lower-division Area D
courses in different disciplines, or 2) taking two lower-division Area D courses in the same discipline and an
Area S upper-division GE course in a different discipline.

GE Area D Learning Outcomes

Upon successful completion of an Area D course, students should be able to:

1. demonstrate understanding of the ways in which social institutions, culture, and environment shape
and are shaped by the behavior of individuals, both past and present;

2. compare and contrast the dynamics of two or more social groups or social systems in a variety of
historical and/or cultural contexts

3. place contemporary social developments in cultural, environmental, geographical, and/or historical
contexts;

4. draw on social/behavioral science information from various perspectives to formulate applications
appropriate to historical and/or contemporary social issues.

Writing Practice: Students will write a minimum of 1500 words in a language and style appropriate to the
discipline.

American Institutions US1: US History, US2: US Constitution, and US3: California Government

The American Institutions (AI) requirement is based on the premise that any student graduating from the
CSU should have an understanding of the history and governmental institutions of the United States and
the State of California. This requirement, which was put in place by the State of California, is laid out in
California State University Executive Order 1061. The original mandate appears in the State Education Code
Title 5, Section 40404.

US1 Learning Outcomes >> Evaluated by AAS 33A

To fulfill the requirements for U.S. History, students should be able to explain and evaluate the principal
events, developments, and ideas covering a minimum time span of approximately one hundred years in all
the territories now in the United States (including external regions and powers as appropriate).

As students explore the historical development of the United States, they should be able to evaluate and
synthesize different positions, support analysis with relevant evidence, and create evidence-based
interpretations of:

A. major subtopics in United States history, such as Native Americans and their interactions with the U.S.
government; slavery and its legacies; the foundational ideals of the American Republic; colonization
and territorial expansion; economic development; political reform and reaction; immigration to the





All course materials are available for free via Canvas or the SJSU Library. You must be logged into your
SJSU account to access course materials. Note that required texts may be different from those required
for AAS 33A sections taught by other professors or instructors. There are both cost and pedagogical
reasons for this.

 Course Require/   





Check-In Reflections: Personal reflections on how students are connecting with the material or themes
of the day.
In-Class Film Quizzes: Short quizzes based on 



http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


When Topic Notes

Week 1
1/27/2025
and
1/29/2025

Introduction to
Asian American
Studies + AAS 33A

Required Reading

Okihiro (2015) "Introduction"
(https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.5)

Recommended Reading

Takaki (2012) Ch 1 “A Different Mirror: The Making of Multicultural America”

Week 2
2/3/2025
and
2/5/2025

Orienting
Knowledge:
Epistemologies -
How do we know
what we know?

Required Reading

Okihiro (2015) Ch 1 "Ocean Worlds" (https://www-jstor-
org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.6)
Okihiro (2015) Ch 2 "The World-System" (https://www-jstor-
org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.7)

Recommended Media

Cultural Memory, White Innocence, and U.S. Territory by Dr. Pulido
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tbvy3wHc-8o)

WEDNESDAY

IN-CLASS GROUP FORMATION

Week 3
2/10/2025
and
2/12/2025

Colonial “America”,
Revolutionary
Uprisloislo

https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.5
https://www-jstor-org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.6
https://www-jstor-org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.7
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tbvy3wHc-8o
https://www-jstor-org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.8
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/new-nation-1783-1815/
https://csu-sjsu.primo.exlibrisgroup.com/permalink/01CALS_SJO/1nj5q0c/cdi_walterdegruyter_books_10_1515_9781501752230_032


When Topic Notes

Week 4
2/17/2025
and
2/19/2025

Decolonization is
not a metaphor -
Resisting Erasure
and the Land Back
Movements

Required Reading

Pulido (2022) "Erasing Empire: Remembering the Mexican-American War in Los
Angeles"

https://www-jstor-org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/j.ctv2vr9ckn.13?seq=11
https://journals-sagepub-com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/doi/10.1177/0309132516686011
https://www-jstor-org.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/stable/10.1525/j.ctv1wxqh8.9
https://www.jstor.org/stable/10.5149/9781469602172_obrien.14


When Topic Notes

Week 6
3/3/2025
and
3/5/2025

Decolonization is
not a metaphor -
Resisting Erasure
and the Land Back
Movements

Required Reading

https://jps.library.utoronto.ca/index.php/des/article/view/18630/15554
https://www.cbglcollab.org/what-does-land-restitution-mean
https://www.whitehouse.gov/about-the-white-house/our-government/the-executive-branch/
https://www.loc.gov/classroom-materials/united-states-history-primary-source-timeline/civil-war-and-reconstruction-1861-1877/african-american-soldiers-during-the-civil-war/
https://fords.org/fellow-citizens-how-black-americans-reframed-citizenship/
https://fords.org/aapis-in-the-civil-war/
https://americasnationalparks.org/asians-and-pacific-islanders-in-the-civil-war/


When Topic Notes

Week 9
3/24/2025
and
3/26/2025

Pacific Settler
Colonialism and
Racial Capitalism

Required Reading

Okihiro (2015) Ch 5 "Hawai'i" 

Recommended

Okihiro (2001) Ch 2 "Hawaii and Captain James Cook"
(1845) Hawaiians Petition the Privy Council to Halt Foreign Influence in the
Islands, and Council Replies
(1850) Foreign Experts Stress Optimism for Agriculture in Hawai'i

WEEK 10 (3/31/2025 and 4/2/2025) = SPRING BREAK, NO CLASS

Week 11
4/7/2025
and
4/9/2025

Pacific Settler
Colonialism and
Racial Capitalism

Required Reading





When Topic Notes

Finals
Week

Final Bluebook
Exam

Wednesday, May 14, 1:00-3:00 PM


