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What is this course about?

Welcome to the Writing Workshop!

| understand that some of you may be wondering what exactly this course entails, or even questioning the need
for yet another English-related class. It’s a fair question! I'd like to take a moment to explain how Writing
Workshop is different and why it’s a valuable addition to your academic and professional journey.

Rather than revisiting general writing skills such as grammar and structure—topics already covered in previous
English courses—this class focuses on the specific genres and writing practices unique to the field of sociology.
Writing in sociology goes beyond basic communication; it involves mastering a range of specialized forms, each
with its own conventions and purpose. In this course, we’ll explore these genres in depth, helping you refine the
skills you need to write effectively and professionally within the sociological discipline.

Throughout the course, we will focus on essential sociological writing tasks such as literature reviews, Op-Eds, and

research reports—skills that are vital for effective sociological inquiry and professional communication. While clear

and effective writing will certainly be a key component of our work, the primary goal of this course is to help you

master the specific genres and techniques that are integral to sociological practice. In this way, Writing Workshop

offers more than just instruction on writing—it is an opportunity to further develop your025 467 0.123g55(ng)[Tso further develop
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What will | learn in this course?

Required G.E. Learning Outcomes (G.E.L.O.):

Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to do the following:

GELO 1: Explain, analyze, develop, and critique ideas effectively, including ideas encountered in multiple readings
and expressed in different forms of discourse

GELO 2: Organize and develop complete discipline-specific texts and other documents for both professional and
general audiences, using appropriate editorial and citation standards

GELO 3: Locate, organize, and synthesize information effectively to accomplish a specific purpose and to
communicate that purpose in writing

GELO 4: Produce discipline-specific written work that demonstrates upper-division proficiency in language use,
grammar, and clarity of expression.

Writing Requirement: GE requirements for 100W stipulate that each student shall write a minimum of 8000
words in the course of the semester and that they shall be provided with frequent practice and feedback for
improving their communication skills.
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What technologies will we use?
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Late visits will only be accepted up to 14 business days after the deadline. Failure to attend these visits will result in
a zero. No partial credit will be given. (Total Points: 60 Points)

Participation

Poll Everywhere: Attending class regularly and actively participating in lectures and drafting sessions are
essential components for succeeding in this writing workshop. While attendance cannot be directly graded, your
regular participation will earn you points through participation assignments.

This semester, among other canvas and paper activities, we will utilize Poll Everywhere to manage class
participation. Poll Everywhere is a free platform that can be accessed via phone, computer, or tablet. During each
class, I will provide codes for you to use, as well as a URL link, which will allow you to answer questions or
complete the day's assignments.

If you are absent, you will lose out on points. See the Class Policies section for policy on earning back participation
points.

(Total Points: 300)

Major Projects

You will complete two major projects for this semester.

Literature Review: The literature review is an important genre in sociological writing. It is a synthesis of
research that has been done about a certain topic —asking us what we already know and helping us discover what
we don’t know. You will be required to compose a literature review (at least 2000 words or more) based on 8
peer-reviewed journal articles in the field of sociology. You will compose a cohesive review of the literature
highlighted by an analytical thesis statement.

Examples and an outline will be provided to assist you in this process as well as a paper checklist in Canvas. You
will complete one graded draft which will be provided feedback, before submitting a final draft. Further
requirements will be defined in the assignment instructions. The Literature Review will be worth 100 points.

Op-Ed: As professional sociologists, Op-Eds (or opinion essays) provide a powerful avenue for engaging with the
public. In this class, you will draft an opinion essay based (at least 600 words or more) on an aspect of your
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In order to utilize the late policy, you will need to write a note in the comment box of the assignment indicating
you need an extension prior to the due date. Each day you will get a 5 percent penalty for late work. This will
continue until you reach 25 percent (15 days after due date). After 15 days no assignments will be accepted.

If you have further questions about the late policy, please email me or see me during office hours.

What happens if | don’t turn in anything?

All assignments that are missing will be marked at 25 percent. Instead of giving you zero points, which makes it
almost impossible to rejoin class after a period of hardship, you will have fewer points to make up.

That said, this is not a permanent solution, particularly in writing workshop where a C- is considered not passing.
So please, make up the assignments where you can.

Can | make up participation points?

Yes! If you miss class, you have the opportunity to earn back up to 40% of the lost points by attending office hours.
In order to do so, you must visit office hours within one week of your absence, bringing a written report outlining
where you are in the writing process and a plan to catch up.

For students missing multiple days in a row, | encourage you to attend office hours as soon as possible to discuss
how to get back on track. If your absences are more than a week apart, you will need to attend office hours for
each missed period in order to demonstrate continued progress. The maximum points you can earn back across all
absences is 40%, regardless of how many days you miss.

Important Note: If you do not attend office hours within one week of an absence, you will forfeit the opportunity
to earn back points for that missed work. However, continued communication with me about your situation is
encouraged, and | am happy to help you develop a plan to stay on track.

Will you look over drafts of assignments?

© 2024 Dr. Morgan Sanchez 9






SOCI 100w, Sec. 01

What is Academic Dishonesty?

Academic dishonesty includes a range of prohibited behaviors such as plagiarism, cheating on quizzes and exams,
working on exams as a group etc. Plagiarism is the most common of these offenses and so | want to take a little
time to clarify what plagiarism constitutes.

In the most basic sense, plagiarism is taking the thoughts, ideas, opinions, or work of others and presenting it as
your own. It happens in a variety of ways sometimes by accident (like paraphrasing an idea and forgetting to cite),
or on purpose (like directly copying or buying a paper), but no matter the context plagiarism is plagiarism.

Please be aware you are responsible for knowing about the various types of Academic Dishonesty located in your
student catalogue. Failure to read the catalogue does not excuse academic dishonesty.

Plagiarism also includes copying your own work. You cannot “double dip”, meaning you cannot (1) submit the
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Course Outline

Week | Date Topic of the Week Readings and Resources Assignments due Important Dates
(due before class on Mondays)
1 1/27 - What genres of sociological Syllabus and Assignment Syllabus Agreement
1/29 writing will we be tackling? Instructions Personal Essay: Selecting a topic
The Literature Review Checklist (250 words)
The Literature Review Outline
2 2/3 - Ethical Considerations of Al ChatGPT as Assistive Technology Personal Essay: Exploring the 2/3: Waitlist ends
2/5 in Writing Impact and Ethics of Al (500 words)
No Class 2/5
3 2/10 - What constitutes literature Web Literacy for Students - SISU Work Cited List
2/12 and how do we find it? Evaluating Internet Resources - What do we already know and
Georgetown what have we been told? (250
words)
4 2/17 - How do we annotate Online Workshop: Recognizing Parts
2/19 Journal Articles of a Research Paper (11:43)

Basic APA Style (W)
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7

3/10 - How do we begin to draw
3/12
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Online Workshop: Writing Concisely

and Eliminating Wordiness (~7 min)

Online Workshop: Creating Easy-to-

Read Paragraphs (10:44)
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