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By appointment, please. Advance notice via email is preferred to give me time to put in interpreter
request.

 Course Description and Requisites
Introductory course covering basic vocabulary and grammatical structures, appropriate cultural and
linguistic behaviors within the deaf community and basic information about the deaf community.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols

Communication
Our classroom adopts a visual environment that is as closely representative of the Deaf world as
possible. We will rely on our ability to communicate visually and using our hands, body language, and
facial expressions without using our voice. During each class session, please maintain a respectfully
silent but vividly visual atmosphere for all who are here to learn ASL.

Keeping our voices turned off enable us to:

1. Experience what it is like for Deaf individuals who primarily rely on ASL to communicate.
2. Prepare our minds to immerse and function in a visual environment, with increased motivation to

express ourselves in ASL in the absence of a spoken language.

Develop respectful awareness of, and communication etiquette in, the presence of Deaf signers.

Classroom Conduct
I will always be respectful and considerate of my students’ needs, and I expect to be afforded the
same courtesy. However, if I find a student or students engaging in distracting or disruptive classroom
behavior that hinders other students’ opportunity to learn, I will have to ask the student(s) in question to
take a break outside the classroom, and return when ready to focus on ASL lessons.

Tardiness
1. Be on time for class. Late entrances can cause disruptions/distractions.

2. It is especially important to be on time for scheduled examinations/activities. Late arrivals may miss
a significant if not entire part of the examination or activity. This can negatively affect your scores.

Mobile and other electronic devices
Unless you are asked to use your device during a class activity, please make sure your devices are
turned off or in silent mode during class time. You can check your device outside the classroom
especially in an emer� em fi�Ԑ



 Program Information
LCOE Department of Special Education Mission
We prepare candidates to be transformative leaders in the field, and lifelong learners who respond to
racism, ableism, bigotry, and prejudice in their schools and communities. To this end, we center anti-racist
and anti-ableist policies and practices in our teaching, research, and service to disrupt systemic racism that
has historically prevented full inclusion and equity for students with disabilities including our BIPOC (Black,
Indigenous, People of Color) students, staff, and faculty. We engage culturally sustaining pedagogies and
the principles of UDL in our coursework and fieldwork, partnering with our local districts to push for the
success of students with disabilities in inclusive settings.
 
LCOE Department of Special Education Program Learning Outcomes

PLO 1 Assess and identify the educational needs and strengths of students with disabilities from
diverse socioeconomic, cultural and linguistic backgrounds.
PLO 2 Critically evaluate pedagogy, curricula and instructional materials grounded in quality indicators
of evidence-based practices for students with disabilities.
PLO 3 Plan, design, implement, and monitor linguistically and culturally appropriate instruction that
meets the unique needs of students with disabilities.
PLO 4 Apply knowledge of the purpose, characteristics, and appropriate use of different types of
assessments used for special education eligibility, placement, and service selection.asoS︀pec؀and streds of studhis e一  distri
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Comprehend, reproduce, and respond to statements and/or questions in ASL with reasonable
accuracy.
Replicate/adapt basic ASL narratives.

All of these course goals are embedded in our course activities, assignments, and lectures.

 Course Materials

Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Units 1-6
Author: Smith, C., Lentz, E. M., & Mikos, K.
Publisher: DawnSignPress
Edition: 2008
ISBN: 978-1-58121-210-5

DVD and/or a card with scratch-off access code should be included with the textbook. You do not need
to have both DVD and access code; one or the other is fine. However, if either is damaged or not
included, please contact the publisher or the bookstore for resolution. As a last resort, you may
subscribe to the Signing Naturally online video library [https://www.dawnsign.com/subscribe/signing-
naturally-1-6] at an additional cost.

Important note: If buying a used Signing Naturally textbook, please ensure it is the correct edition
(2008).

Other - Technology
A computer with webcam and high-speed internet connection is required. Either an access code or a
DVD set should be included with the student workbook. If the latter, a DVD player is required. If neither
is included, you should subscribe to the Signing Naturally video library. The DVD or online video
subscription is necessary for viewing of video clips, practice, and completion of workbook exercises.

 Course Requirements and Assignments

Course Format
For the Fall of 2024 this class meets in person at the designated class time in Sweeney Hall 230 twice
each week on Tuesdays and Thursdays except on holidays. Unless otherwise notified, we will not
meet on Zoom this semester.

Except for the required workbook, all course materials such as the syllabus, videos, quizzes,
assignments, and guidelines are to be found on the course site in Canvas. You are responsible for
regularly checking our course site in Canvas [http://sjsu.instructure.com] as well as messages via
Canvas or SJSU email to stay on track and learn of any updates.

https://www.dawnsign.com/subscribe/signing-naturally-1-6
https://www.dawnsign.com/subscribe/signing-naturally-1-6
http://sjsu.instructure.com/






93 percent - 100  percent = A

90 percent - 92.9 percent = A minus

87 percent - 89.9 percent = B plus

83 percent - 86.9 percent = B

80 percent - 82.9 percent = B minus

77 percent - 79.9 percent = C plus

73 percent - 76.9 percent = C

70 percent - 72.9 percent = C minus

67 percent - 69.9 percent = D plus

63 percent - 66.9 percent = D

60 percent - 62.9 percent = D minus

0   percent - 59.9 percent = F

 

Extra Credit: No extra credit offered in this course.

 Late Policy / Make-Up Evaluations

Make-up dialogue evaluations, early dialogue evaluations, and late assignments will be permitted
within reason. Notify me by email (preferred) or text ASAP if you must miss an evaluation. You should
arrange for your make-up with me within one week of the time the examination was scheduled or
otherwise you may not be able to take the make-up or early evaluation. If you need to take an early
evaluation, you should notify me at least one week before the scheduled evaluation. It is your
responsibility to contact me. You should be able to provide a university-approved verification, written
note from physician, or other legitimate reason(s) to document need for alternative dates.

Note: Up to three missed in-class participation sessions will be automatically excused, so you do not
need to notify me about these.

 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF) (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy
concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and
adding, consent for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance,
counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https�ear ear ear e o bryhed椀 d椀
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 Course Schedule

When Topic Notes

ASAP Read Syllabus and
Check Welcome
Module

First Day of In-
Person Session
Thursday, August
22
Sweeney Hall 230

ASL Instruction
Begins!

Dialogue
09/03/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Dialogue #1 -
Introductions

Each student take turns meeting with me individually.

Dialogue
09/26/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Dialogue #2 - Group 1 Each student will be assigned to either Group 1 or Group 2, but not both.
Group 1 comes to the classroom on September 26, whereas Group 2
comes on October 1.

Dialogue
10/01/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Dialogue #2 - Group 2 Each student will be assigned to either Group 1 or Group 2, but not both.
Group 1 comes to the classroom on September 26, whereas Group 2
comes on October 1.

Dialogue
10/24/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Dialogue #3 - Group 2 Group 2 comes to the classroom on October 24, whereas Group 1 comes
on October 29.

Dialogue
10/29/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Dialogue #3 - Group 1 Group 2 comes to the classroom on October 24, whereas Group 1 comes
on October 29.

Thanksgiving
Holiday
Thursday,
November 28
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When Topic Notes

Dialogue
11/21/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Exit Interview -
Dialogue #4 - Group 1

Each student will have three days to choose from to sign up for an
individual time slot to meet with me depending on availability. These days
that are available are as follows: November 21, December 3, and December
5.

Dialogue
12/03/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Exit Interview -
Dialogue #4 - Group 2

Each student will have three days to choose from to sign up for an
individual time slot to meet with me depending on availability. These days
that are available are as follows: November 21, December 3, and December
5.

Dialogue
12/05/2024
1:30 PM - 2:45 PM
SH 230

Exit Interview -
Dialogue #4 - Group 3

Each student will have three days to choose from to sign up for an
individual time slot to meet with me depending on availability. These days
that are available are as follows: November 21, December 3, and December
5.

Final
12/11 - 12/18
Online

Final Quiz This online quiz may be taken at any time during the SJSU Final
Examinations week (12/11 - 12/18).


