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Mobile and other electronic devices

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/education-specialist-standards-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=729750b1_45


1. Demonstrate intermediate expressive and receptive proficiency in ASL for intermediate conversation
with other signers.

2. Demonstrate intermediate knowledge and awareness of Deaf Community and Culture in contextual
settings.

3. Demonstrate intermediate proficiency in, and comprehension of, introduced vocabulary and grammar.
4. Reasonably process, express, and describe in intermediate ASL thoughts, ideas, objects, and concepts.
5. Use signs and facial expressions in a conceptually accurate fashion.
6. Comprehend, reproduce, and respond to statements and/or questions in intermediate ASL with

reasonable accuracy.
7. Replicate/adapt intermediate ASL stories, and perform your own storytelling.
8. Center on meaning rather than individual signs during a conversation. In other words, understand the

message as a whole rather than in parts.
9. Ask questions and use signs/phrases in context to confirm/verify information.

All of these course goals are embedded in our course activities, assignments, and lectures.

 Course Materials
All required content taught in class will be uploaded to our course site in Canvas for practice/review, such
as video clips.

A computer with high-speed internet connection is required.

Signing Naturally: Student Workbook, Units 7-12
Author: Smith, C., Lentz, E. M., & Mikos, K.
Publisher: DawnSignPress
Edition: 2014
ISBN: 978-1-58121-221-1
Optional

DVD and/or a card with scratch-off access code should be included with the textbook. You do not need
to have both DVD and access code; one or the other is fine. However, if either is damaged or not
included, please contact the publisher or the bookstore for resolution. As a last resort, you may
subscribe to the 

othl㠀

https://www.dawnsign.com/subscribe/signing-naturally-7-12


Course Format
For the Fall of 2024 this class meets in person at the designated class time in Sweeney Hall 230 twice
each week on Tuesdays and Thursdays except on holidays. Unless otherwise notified, we will not
meet on Zoom this semester.

Except for the required workbook, all course materials such as the syllabus, videos, quizzes,
assignments, and guidelines are to be found on the course site in Canvas. You are responsible for
regularly checking our course site in Canvas [http://sjsu.instructure.com] as well as messages via
Canvas or SJSU email to stay on track and learn of any updates.

In-Class ASL Activities: Participation
Attendance is absolutely crucial in learning and using ASL, and interacting with Deaf individuals such
as your instructor. Hence, your participation is required and is worth 30% of the course grade. I will
allow up to three days of missed participation without deduction of points, though.

1. For optimized contribution to and alignment with the learning outcomes of this introductory ASL
course, please use only signs that are taught in class. While some of you might already possess
some signing skills prior to taking 14B, fully utilizing the content learned in class helps avoid
ambiguity and confusion. The sign(s) you know might not match what is learned in this course.
The development of receptive skills is of paramount importance. If you use sign(s) that you and
your classmates did not learn in this course, your classmates might not be able to understand
you; therefore, communication as well as their developing reception would be hindered.

2. For a successful immersion in visual-based environment, do make every effort (challenge
yourself) to refrain from mouthing English words, or using voice in any way, while signing. If your
partner can hear you or read your lips, she/he will lose the opportunity to not only improve her/his
receptive skills, but also lose the ability to pick up on new signs by a Deaf signer.

3. It is highly impractical to attempt to speak, whisper, or mouth English and sign in ASL
simultaneously. It does not improve, but can debilitate, ASL skills. In other situations, one does not
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http://sjsu.instructure.com/


Type Weight Topic Notes

In-Class
Activities

30% Participation Face-to-face participation is crucial in learning and using ASL, and
interacting with Deaf individuals such as your instructor. Hence, your
participation is required and is worth 30% of the course grade. I will
assign exercises, activities, discussions, and/or pop quizzes during
in-person sessions throughout the semester for participation points. I
will allow up to three days of missed participation without deduction
of points, though.

Evaluation 50% Dialogues We will have a total of four individual dialogues this semester,
occurring once approximately each month starting in September.
Each dialogue consists of a brief, one-on-one session with your
instructor who will evaluate your ability to hold a casual conversation
in ASL. Although we will exclusively be using signs learned in the
course thus far, the majority of each dialogue is unique from one
another based on the information exchanged between student and
instructor. This presents an opportunity to assess/review your first-
level ASL knowledge and skills.

The fourth dialogue is the last one of the semester, and is titled as
Exit Interview. For this interview, each student will be prompted to
sign up for an individual time slot to meet with me individually in the
classroom. More information will be provided later in the semester.

Weekly
Collaborative
In-Person
Quizzes

12% Weekly Self-
Assessment

We will take a short quiz on a weekly basis. At the end of each quiz,
we will have opportunity to go over each question and correct any
incorrect answers for full credit. Some of these quizzes can be done
in groups.

Final 8% Final Online
Comprehension
Quiz

The final cumulative quiz covers units one through five and will be
taken online via Canvas Quiz. More information will be provided
closer to the end of the semester.

Breakdown

�!þ

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P

P��� P

���� �P � ��� �Ü�W P �C P P �C �K �E�M �F





http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


When Topic Notes

Dialogue
10/29/2024
12:00 PM - 1:15
PM
SH 230

Dialogue #3 - Group 1 Group 2 comes to the classroom on October 24, whereas Group 1 comes
on October 29.

Thanksgiving
Holiday
Thursday,
November 28

No Class Thanksgiving Holiday starts on Wednesday, November 27 and ends on
Friday, November 29.

Dialogue
12/03/2024
12:00 PM - 1:15
PM
SH 230

Exit Interview -
Dialogue #4 - New
Group 1

Each student will have two days to choose from to sign up for an individual
time slot to meet with me depending on availability. These days that are
availablk  ep  e follows: December 3 and December e.


