
 Contact Information

Instructor: Dr. Peg Hughes

Office Location: SH 235

Telephone: (408) 924-3673

Email: Peg.hughes@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: Tuesday 3:00-4:00 off campus or by indiv appt in person

Class Days/Time: Tuesday 4:00-6:45 PM

Classroom: East Ave Middle School 3951 East St Livermore - Room 201

Course Units: 3

Prerequisites: Admission into the MA program

EDSE 285 satisfies the Graduation Writing Assessment Requirement (GWAR)

for Graduate Studies & Research (GS&R)

 Course Information

Connie L Lurie College of Education · Special Education

Intro to Action Research in Special Education
Section 02
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http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/canvas/student_resources_new/index.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/canvas/student_resources_new/index.html
http://www.sjsu.edu/at/ec/canvas/student_resources_new/index.html
http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-students/index.html
http://its.sjsu.edu/services/software/microsoft-


https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/education-specialist-standards-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=729750b1_45
https://edge.sagepub.com/mertler6e
https://www.perkinselearning.org/videos/webcast/action-research-special-education


Library Liaison –
Dr. Mantra Roy     Email: mantra.roy @sjsu.edu

As you seek out literature on your topic, you may wish to speak with our library liaison, who can help you
narrow your topic and identify keywords that will significantly reduce the amount of time you spend
searching through databases.

 Course Requirements and Assignments
APA 7  Edition formatting must be used for all report components, including Times New Roman Font, 12-
point, double-spaced, one-inch margins.

Assignment Name Description Point Total

#1 Annotated
Bibliography-Empirical
Research

 

As readings and topics are assigned for sessions
of this course, you will select 4 research articles
around a topic of your interest related to
disability and special education. These 4 articles
should be empirical, and can utilize any methods;
try to select current articles 2010-2024.

You will for each article list the following:

1.Title - citation using APA 7  Edition 

2.  Research question

3.Participants – who was included in the sample

4. Method – how was study conducted –
interventions, interview etc.

5. Results – two main findings of the study

6. Implication of the Findings – what do findings
tell us teachers, etc.

Used to incorporate into Introduction and
Literature Review Sections

25 points
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#7 Method Approach

 

You will generate a 2–4-page paper (Parts 1- 2s 1- 









*DEPARTMENT GRADING POLICY

All MA students must receive GPA of 3.0 with grades of B or better in each MA class to be able to continue
the coursework. An “Incomplete” is given only when 80% or more of the work has been completed. Note.
Any late assignments without requests for extensions sent before the due date will lose 1/2 points per
day.  Exceptions are documented emergencies (must provide documentation).

Action Research Paper Rubric – Introduction, Theory/Framework and Method Sections – 70 pts

  1-Basic – 2.5 pts 2- Developing – 5pts 3-Proficient – 7.5
pts

4-Strong – 5-10-20
pts.       

The Introduction-
Includes
positionality,
problem of
practice, inquiry
question

Declares some hope for
changes and
improvement

On topic

 

APA/Grammar - >7
Errors

Demonstrates
awareness of
possible benefits of
addressing problem
of practice

APA/Grammar – 5-7
errors

Adequately explains
the research topic

APA/Grammar – 2-4
errors

 

Makes a strong
introduction including all 3
sections on Research
topic

APA/Grammar – 0-1
errors

10pts

Theory/Framework

Includes Theory of
Action, Theoretical
or Conceptual
Background

 

 

Demonstrates an
awareness of
theoretical or
conceptual background
on research topic

 

APA/Grammar - >7
Errors

Shows a developing
understanding of the
major premises on
research topic

 

APA/Grammar – 5-7
errors

 

Provides a logical
and clear explanation
of the
theory/background
that informs the
researcher’s action
research plan

APA/Grammar – 2-4
errors

Detailed, logical, and clear
explanation of how the
theory/background
informs the researcher’s
proposed action research
plan

APA/Grammar – 0-1
errors

5 pts

Research Method
Includes Context
and Participants,
Inquiry Design,
Collection,
Analysis 

Parts 1-4

Brief descriptions of 4
parts on research topic

 

APA/Grammar - >7
Errors

The research
method and design
use authentic or
recognized
techniques to
examine research
topic

APA/Grammar – 5-7
errors

 

The research
method is described
with some detail and
organization, easily
comprehended

APA/Grammar – 2-4
errors

The research design
provides a clear, logical,
and organized detail plan
including all steps
(procedures) to examine
inquiry question, easily
comprehended

APA/Grammar – 0-1 error

20pts.



 

  1-Basic – 10pts 2- Developing – 20
pts.

3-Proficient – 30 pts 4-Strong – 40 pts

Literature Review Summary and analysis
of existing literature is
limited to a few articles
or articles that are
unrelated to
researcher’s topic

 

APA/Grammar - >7
Errors

Summary and
analysis of existing
literature is adequate
and is loosely
connected to the
researcher’s topic

 

APA/Grammar – 5-7
errors

Summary and
analysis of existing
literature is well
defined, well
connected to the
researcher’s topic
and includes
appropriate topical
organization and
logical flow

APA/Grammar – 2-4
errors

 

Summary and analysis of
existing literature is
exceptionally defined,
strongly connected to the
researcher’s topic, and
includes strong topical
organization, detailed
descriptions, and logical
flow

APA/Grammar – 0-1
errors

 

 University Policies
Per University Policy S16-9 (PDF) (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy
concerning all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


1

8/27

In
Person

Introductions

Syllabus & Canvas
Overview

Introduction to
Action Research –
Bruce video

    3

2

9/3

In
Person

Choosing Topic:

How to pick a topic
of inquiry- Problem
of Practice

 

Review Article

 

Research Article
Session – 5:30-
6:30 PM- Library
Session with Dr.
Mantra

Activity -Library
Search - topic

Canvas Mod 2 -Chapters 1, 2

 

Canvas - Mod 2 – Read Sight Word
Mitch study

 

Zoom Link for library session in
class

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/85796964185

  3

3

9/10

In
person

Overview
Annotated
Bibliography (AB)

Composing #1
Annotated
Bibliographies:
Empirical Research

Canvas Mod 2  Chapter 4

Canvas – Mod 4 – AB #1 - Review
Template 

Review Student Annotated APA  –
Mod 3 

  1, 3

4

9/17

Asyn 

Writing Week  Canvas – Mod 4 – AB #1 - use
template 

 

Find 1 article  on
your topic for
activity

1, 3

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/85796964185




12

11/12

Asyn 

Writing Week   

 

Due: Draft

Lit Review

5, 6

13

11/19

In
Person 

Method +
Theory/Concept
Framework

Work in class

APA work

Canvas – Mod 5 & 7

 

 

Due: Draft
Introduction +
Theory/Conceptual
Framework 

4, 5, 6

14

11/26

No Class –
Thanksgiving
Holiday

    2, 3

15

12/3

In
Person 

Last
Class

Work on
Assignments in
Class

 

  Due:

Draft AR Method
Section +
Theory/Conceptual
Framework

 

2, 3

16

12/17
or
before

Final Paper on
Canvas/Hardcopy
to Instructor

  Due: Final 285
Project Paper

2, 5,6


