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Theoretical foundations and application of evidence-based best practices for students with ASD including
social language interventions, social stories, integrated playgroups, positive behavior support, self-
advocacy skills, recreation and leisure skills, collaboration with parents and siblings, and special
interventions for young children. The course emphasizes inclusive education for students with ASDkudn e n

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/education-specialist-standards-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=729750b1_45






1.7 Demonstrate the ability to identify the appropriate supports of students with complex
communication needs and design strategies in order to foster access and build comprehension, and
develop appropriate language development goals within the IEPs for those students. (Introduced)

 

1.8 Demonstrate knowledge of students’ language development across disabilities and the life
span, including typical and atypical language development, communication skills, social
pragmatics, language skills (e.g. executive functioning) and/or vocabulary/semantic development
as they relate to the acquisition of academic knowledge and skills. (Practiced)

 

2.8 Demonstrate knowledge of the communicative intent of students’ behavior as well as the ability
to help students develop positive communication skills and systems to replace negative behavior.
(Introduced)

2.9 Demonstrate the ability to identify if a student’s behavior is a manifestation of his or her disability
and, if so, to develop positive behavior intervention plans inclusive of the types of interventions and
multi-tiered systems of supports that may be needed to address these behavior issues. (Introduced)

2.13 Implement systems to assess, plan, and provide academic and social skills instruction to support
positive behavior in all students, including students who present complex social communication,
behavioral and emotional needs. (Introduced)

4.1 Identify and utilize behaviorally based teaching strategies in the design and implementation of
instruction to effectively serve students with extensive support needs with the understanding that
behaviors are communicative and serve a function. (Introduced)

 

 

Early Childhood Special Education

1.6 Promote​ ​the​ ​child’s​ ​development​ ​across​ ​all​ ​developmental​ ​and​ ​curricular domains​ ​by​ ​
observing, ​ ​interpreting, ​ ​monitoring,​ ​scaffolding,​ ​and​ ​responding intentionally​ ​to​ ​the​ ​child’s​ ​
behavior​ ​and​ ​interactions​ ​within instructional and other​ ​learning​ ​opportunities. (Assessed)

 

4.7 Use systematic and consistent instructional and intervention strategies (e.g., peer-mediated
interventions, positive behavior support, explicit feedback and consequences, scaffolding) to
promote child engagement and support positive learning​ ​experiences​ ​across​ ​all​ ​contexts. 
(Introduced)

 



http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf


counseling, and other resources) are listed on the Syllabus Information
(https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php) web page. Make sure to visit this page to
review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

b Course Schedule
Professional Development Presentations

As an Education Specialist, you will be called upon many times to share your expertise on ASD. To prepare
for your role as a specialist, you will create a short professional development presentation that could be
used in your fieldwork placement setting.  Each student will present on a topic that focuses on supporting
students with ASD and provide a one-page handout to share with your colleagues that highlights the key
topics and insights from your presentation. (40 Points)

Ziggurat Intervention

The Ziggurat Model provides a process and framework for designing individualized, comprehensive
intervention plans for individuals with ASD of all ages (Aspy & Grossman, 2008).  You will be creating an
individualized intervention for a target student.  (This assignment is broken down into 4 steps worth 100
points.)

Midterm

You will complete an assessment based on information from Modules 1-8. (24 Points)

Social Skills Intervention Paper

Developing strong social skills can be a significant challenge for students with autism.  Our job is to teach
students how to appropriately engage with others and follow the unspoken rules needed to become
independent adults.  For this assignment, you will define a target social behavior for your student, then
determine an appropriate intervention to address the behavior using research to support your decision. (50
Points)

Final Exam

You will complete a final assessment based on the information from this course. (25 Points)

WEEK CLASS CONTENT ASSIGNMENT/ACTIVITY

Week 1

January 24th-

February 4th

Introductions, Review of Syllabus, Canvas
Overview

Review Syllabus, Complete Module 1 

/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


Week 2

February 5-
February 11

Chapter 1: The Context and History of
Autism,  Identification, and Teaming

Read Chapter 1 (Including the Introduction) in The Ziggurat
Model & Methods

Week 2 Activities

Characteristic Assignment

Discussion Board

Quiz

Ziggurat Intervention (ZI)--Identify Target Student for
observation Due 2/25

Week 3

February 12-
February 18

Chapter 2: Assessment and Behavior Read Chapter 2 in Ziggurat and Methods

Week 3 Activities

Discussion Board 

Quiz

Begin completing UCC assessment and ISSI with your
target student (ZI) - -include team members due 3/3

Week 4

February 19-
February 25

Chapter 3: Intervention Ziggurat and
Behavior 

Evidence-Based Practices

Read Chapter 3 in Ziggurat & Methods

Week 4 Activities

Discussion Board Activity

Target Behavior Assignment

Quiz

ZI- -Continue work on UCC/ISSI due 3/3

Week 5

February 26-

March 3

Chapter 4: Sensory and Biological

Autism and Mental Health

Read Chapter 4 in Ziggurat & Chapter 12 in Methods

Week 5 Activities

Discussion Board Activity- Sensory/flexibility Checklist and
Strategies

Quiz

Target Student, UCC/ISSI due 3/3



Week 6

March 4- 

March 10

Chapter 5: 

Reinforcement 

Behavioral Principles 

Read Chapter 5 in Ziggurat & Chapter 7 in Methods

Week 6 Activities

Discussion Board

ZI-Preference Assessment

Week 7

March 11-

March 17

Chapter 6: Structure and Visuals and
Tactile Supports-

Structured Teach

Prompting for Independence

Read Chapter 6 and Chapter 9

Week 7 Activities

Discussion Board 

Read Chapter 10 in Methods

Quiz

ZI-Preference Assessment due 3/24

Week 8

March 18-

March 24

Chapter 7: Task Demands

Applied Behavior Analysis(ABA)

Read Chapter 7 in Ziggurat 

Week 8 Activities

Discussion Board- - Social Assessment

Quiz 

ZI- -Complete Global Intervention Sheet due 3/31

Week 9

March 25-
March 31

Midterm Continue work on Ziggurat Intervention 

Begin Social Intervention Paper-Due 4/28

MidCourse Survey

April 1-April 7 NO CLASS SPRING BREAK





Week 16

Final Exam

Final Exam Final Due by 11:59 on May 22


