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Course and Contact Information
Instructor: Alicia Henderson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

Email: alicia.henderson@sjsu.edu

Office Hours: By Appointment

Class             Wednesdays 4:00-6:45

Classroom: SH 230

Prerequisites: Department consent

 Course Information

Course Description (from Course Catalog)
Strategies for effective communication and collaboration practices with members of the various teams that
plan and serve students receiving special education services. Emphasis in planning transitional life
experiences across the lifespan.

Course Format: Online Hybrid

Connie L Lurie College of Education · Special Education

Topics in Collaboration and Transition
Section 02
EDSE 228A
Spring 2024  3 Unit(s)  01/24/2024 to 05/13/2024  Modified 02/10/2024

mailto:saili.kulkarni@sjsu.edu
mailto:https://drkulkarni.youcanbook.me/


This course will adopt a hybrid delivery format, including synchronous meetings.  Students will need
access to a computer or tablet device with internet connectivity, a microphone, and speakers.

Technology Requirements
If you do not have access to a computer with the necessary features to participate in class, please look into
the free equipment loaning program (https://www.sjsu.edu/it/services/academic-tech/equipment-
loaning/index.php) offered by SJSU.

 

If campus is open, there are computer labs for student use available in the Academic Success Center
(http://www.sjsu.edu/at/asc) located on the 1st floor of Clark Hall and in the Associated Students Lab on
the 2nd floor of the Student Union. Computers are also available in the Martin Luther King Library. A wide
variety of audio-visual equipment is available for student checkout from Media Services located in IRC 112.
These items include DV and HD digital camcorders; digital still cameras; video, slide and overhead
projectors; DVD, CD, and audiotape players; sound systems, wireless microphones, projection screens and
monitors.

Canvas Learning Management System
All course materials (announcements, syllabus, handouts, assignment instructions, lecture videos, etc.) will
be available on Canvas.  You are responsible for regularly checking both Canvas and your SJSU email (the
one that ends with “sjsu.edu”) to learn of any updates. For help with using Canvas see Canvas Student
Resources page (http://www.sjsu.edu/ecampus/teaching-tools/canvas/student_ resources).

 Course Description and Requisites
Strategies for effective communication and collaboration practices with members of the various teams that
plan and serve students receiving special education services. Emphasis in planning transitional life
experiences across the lifespan.

Prerequisite: Department consent.

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols
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https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/education-specialist-standards-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=729750b1_45
/specialed/programs/teacher-performance-expectations/index.html


 Course Materials

Textbook
Murawski, W. W., & Spencer, S. (2011). Collaborate, Communicate, & Differentiate! Corwin.

Other Readings
Acar, S., & Blasco, P. M. (2018). Guidelines for colla�2018.





experiencing a wide range of emotions while navigating a confusing bureaucracy. It is your job to help them
understand this system so that they can become active participants of the IEP team.
 
You will need to interview a parent of a child with a disability. The structure of the interview and questions
to ask will be discussed in class. After the interview, you will be asked to reflect on the interview, using the
template provided and connecting your reflection with the material covered in our text.
 
2. Online Session Assignments (5X10=50 points total)
Students will respond to questions after completing online work assigned on Canvas

3. Classroom Assignments (5X10=50 points total)
Students will work in groups in class to complete projects, presentations, quizzes, and other tasks.

4. Collaboration Experience Assignments (100 pts total)
Addresses the following TPEs: U3.4, U4.6, ECSE1.5, ECSE2.2, ECSE3.8, ECSE 4.9, ECSE 6.5, ECSE6.1, ECSE
6.11, ECSE6.12, ESN 1.1, ESN 1.11, ESN 2.4, ESN 4.7, M/M 2.4, M/M 2.7, M/M 4.6
 
Students will work in pairs throughout the semester to deepen their understanding of the importance of
collaboration while developing the skills needed to collaborate with a variety of stakeholders. You will work
with your assigned partner as you develop your skills in collaboration. Given the different nature of the
credentials,assignments will differ slightly for M/M and ECSE students, and will include:
 
Phase 1
 
1. Revisiting CA curricular frameworks
Deliverable: Identify what content you want to teach
2.  Identifyinguniqueneedsoffocusstudents(onewithdisabilities;oneemergentbilingual)
Deliverable : Getting to Know You Template for Focus Students with:





Every member of a group will receive the same grade (unless a group member is absent – in which case

http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
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WEEK

DATE

MODE

TOPICS READINGS ASSIGNMENTS

1

Jan 24

ONLINE

Introductions/syllabus review

Collaboration and transition: Why
this is the most important class
in the program

Developing group norms

   

2

Jan 31

IN-
PERSON

Foundations for transition and
collaboration

Textbook Ch 1, 2 Classroom
Assignment 1

3

Feb 7

ONLINE

Working in Teams

IEP 1-page Summary

Getting input from all team
members

Textbook Ch 3

Acar & Blasco (2018)

Online Session
Assignment 1

4

Feb 14

IN-
PERSON

Working with Families

Prepping for parent interview

Perent Safeguards

CA Education Code
§51100-51133
(1998)

Doren et al. (2012)

Lo (2012)
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6

Feb 28

IN-
PERSON

Difficult interactions

Establishing parity

Textbook Ch 9 Classroom
Assignment 3

7

March 6

ONLINE

Working with paraprofessionals

Practice-based coaching

Snyder et al. (2015)

 

Online Session
Assignment 3

Parent Interview
and  Reflection

8

March
13

IN-
PERSON

Introduction to co-teaching

Co-teaching for equity

Review first phase of
Collaboration assignment

Activity: Mock IEP summary
reflection

Textbook Ch 7, 8

 

Classroom
Assignment 4

9

March
20

ONLINE

Co-teaching + lesson planning

Differentiating Instruction

 

Textbook Ch 5, 6

Pratt et al. (2017)

 

Online Session
Assignment 4

10

March
27

IN-
PERSON

In class work time for second
phase of collaboration
assignment

   

11

April 3

Spring Break    



12

April 10

IN-
PERSON

Introduction to transition
policies and evidence-based
practices

Morningstar et al.
(2017)

Explore NTACT;
ECTA

Classroom
Assignment 5

Collaboration project
– Phase 2

13

April 17

ONLINE

Evidence-based practices for
transition

 

  Online Transition
Module 1

Online Session
Assignment 5

 

14

April 24

IN-
PERSON

Collaboration in transition

Writing the transition plan

Greene
(2018)

 

15

May 1

ONLINE

Collaboration for transition   TransitionCoalition.org Modules:
Session 1, 2, and 3

https://transitioncoalition.org/online-
modules/ (Submit screenshots of
quizzes on Canvas)

16

May 8

IN-
PERSON

Work Week   Work on Collaboration Project

Finals NO CLASS SESSION   Collaboration project – Phase 3


