
 Contact Information
Alicia Henderson, Ph.D., CCC-SLP

alicia.henderson@sjsu.edu

Sweeney Hall Room 235 or by Zoom

Office Hours: On request

Preferred method of communication: Message in Canvas

 Course Information
Introduces the development levels of speech, language, communication, and second language acquisition.
Provides an overview of intersectionality, with a specific focus on language, race, and disability.

Satisfies: GE Area S. Self, Society & Equality in the U.S.

Prerequisite(s): Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL 100A / LLD 100A with a C or better (C- not
accepted), completion of Core General Education and upper division standing are prerequisites to all SJSU
studies courses. Completion of, or co-registration in, 100W is strongly recommended.

Letter Graded

 Course Description and Requisites
Introduces the development levels of speech, language, communication, and second language acquisition.
Provides an overview of intersectionality, with a specific focus on language, race, and disability.

Satisfies: GE Area S. Self, Society & Equality in the U.S.
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Each discussion must be at least 100 words in length to fulfill the Area S writing requirement (10 x 100
words = 1,000 words total)

Following the due date, you will be assigned 3 posts from classmates right after the assignment is due, and
this is for you to read and post a response to each. This step is not optional, as peer reviews deepen the
learning for both the reviewer and the reviewee.

1. The 3 peer reviews are randomly assigned by Canvas at midnight after the due date. Therefore, if your
discussion post is late, the 3 peer reviews must be manually assigned by me at a later date. Excessive
late posts may result in a loss of points for each late discussion.

2. The assigned peer reviews show up on your Canvas account. according to your Canvas notification
preferences.

3. Note that assigned peer reviews need to be completed so that Canvas recognizes them as completion
of an assignment. Therefore, follow the directions to submit an assigned peer review, and be sure to
get confirmation that it has been completed.

4. The discussion posts comprise a portion of the GE writing requirement for this course. As such, each
post must be at least 100 words for a total of 1,000 words for the semester. Discussion posts not
meeting the 100 word minimum will not receive a grade.

2. Extended Discussions (3 @ 30 points each):

To demonstrate understanding of major course concepts, students will review 3 topics and provide an
extended discussion for each. These extended discussions will address GELOs 1-3. Required content for
each extended discussion is posted in a dedicated module, and includes readings and videos.

Following the due date, you will be assigned 3 posts from classmates for you to read and post a
response. This step is not optional, as peer reviews deepen the learning for both the reviewer and the
reviewee. 

Each of the 3 extended discussions must be 334 words in length to fulfill the Area S writing requirement
(3 x 334 words = 1,002 words total)

3. Research Paper (1 @ 45 points): 

To demonstrate and integrate an understanding of course content specifically related to GELOs 3-4, each
research paper must include at least 2 new references. This paper must be 1,000 words in length to fulfill
the Area S writing requirement. This is around 2 & 1/3rds of a page visually, single-spaced, and 4 pages
double-spaced. The assignment rubric is in Canvas.

4. Application Assignments (3 @ 25 points each):

To demonstrate knowledge of major concepts students will complete three short application
assignments. Rubrics for each application project is in Canvas.

1. Listen to a preschool child and identify at least 3 phonological processes observed
2. Calculate the MLU from a language sample with at least 3 morphological structures and identify which

of Brown's stages it is

https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-know-if-I-have-a-peer-review-discussion-to-complete/ta-p/419
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-submit-a-peer-review-to-a-discussion/ta-p/355


3. Create a presentation for parents to support vocabulary development based on the readings and the
Hart & Risley research

5. Quizzes (10 @10 points):

To demonstrate understanding of key course concepts students will complete quizzes in Canvas. The
quizzes focus on content from the textbook. Each quiz will remain open in Canvas until the last week of
instruction this semester, and students may retake quizzes as many times as desired. The highest score is
included in the course grade.

 Grading Information

Assignment Points Percentage Outcomes

Discussions 50 (10 x 50 points) 17% GELO 1, 2, 3, 4
CLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
PS 3, 11
TPE 1, 4, 6

Extended Discussions 30 (3 x 10 points) 10% GELO 1, 2, 3, 4
CLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
PS 3, 11
TPE 1, 4, 6

Application Projects 75 (3 x 25 points) 25% GELO 1, 4
CLO 4, 5, 6
PS 3, 11
TPE 1, 4, 6

Quizzes 100 (10 x 10 points) 33% CLO 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6
PS 3,1 1
TPE 1, 4, 6

Research Paper 45 (1 x 45) 15% GELO 1, 2, 3, 4
CLO 1, 2, 3
PS 3,1 1
TPE 1, 4, 6
 
 

Total 300 100%  

Criteria
Determination of Grades
All assignments uploaded into Canvas must be in text format, WORD format, or a PDF. No assignment
uploads will be accepted in Pages format or Google docs/presentation formats.



The Research paper must meet standards of academic and professional quality as outlined in APA
format for reporting on research. They must be typed, double spaced, paginated, and free of spelling
and grammatical errors. The Research paper must follow the template provided and must adhere to
APA guidelines. You must cite all of the work.

Application projects # 1 and #2 must be submitted utilizing the form provided in the assignment.
In order to keep up with the pace of the class, turning in late assignments is strongly discouraged.

Late assignments may accrue a 10% penalty for each week past the due date they are submitted. If
you have a significant emergency (e.g., illness, house flooding, etc.), please let the instructor know as
soon as possible so arrangements can be made.

There are no extra credit options in this course.

Rubrics for the research paper and application projects are in Canvas.

If you are taking this course to fulfill requirements for a teaching credential you are reminded that you
should earn a grade of B or higher to meet CTC standards.
 
 

Breakdown
Grade Distribution

98-100% = A+
92-98%=A
90-91%=A-
88-89%=B+
82-87%=B
80-81%=B-
78-79%=C+
72-77%=C
70-71%=C-
68-69%=D+
62-67%=D
60-61%=D-

Less than 60% = F

 University Policies



http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


Feb
16

Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 2: Building Blocks of Language 

Reading for Discussion 2:

Historical and Political Processes
Producing Diversity, Equality, and
Structural Inequalities in the US

Wright (2010) Laws and policies for
people with disabilities (e.g., Federal /
California education and employment
law and policies); laws, political and
social movements for equality of
people with different disabilities 

Quiz 2

Discussion 2

 

 

GELO 2

CLO 1-6

PS 3, 11

TPE 1,4,6

Feb
23

Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 3: Neuroanatomy &
Neurophysiology of Language 

 Reading for Discussion 3:

Range of Disabilities 

ASK Resource Center - Characteristics
of 13 disabling conditions under IDEA;
medical models vs social models of
disability; visible / invisible disabilities
and inequality; social acceptance in
different disabilities; attitudes toward
people with disabilities.

Quiz 3

Discussion 3

GELO 2

CLO 1-6

PS 3, 11

TPE 1,4,6



Mar 2 Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 4: Science and Theory of
Language Development 

Reading for Discussion 4:

Social Processes Producing Diversity,
Equality, and Structural Inequalities in
U.S. 

Hart & Risley (2003) Inter-relationships
between disability and social
institutions such as education,
medicine, social welfare, and public
policy and their influence on disability
in terms of equality and structured
inequality; Effects of disability on an
individual, the family, and the
community

Materials for Extended Discussion 1:

Readings and videos in Canvas
module  (Theories of Language
Development)

Quiz 4

Discussion 4

Extended
Discussion 1

GELO 2

CLO 1-6

PS 11

TPE 6



Mar 9 Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 5: Infancy

Reading for Discussion 5:

Economic Processes Producing
Diversity, Equality, and Structural
Inequalities in the U.S.

Marianne Moorea & John McNaught
(2014) Effects of economy on
disability (e.g., policy, service model,
etc.); funding on research and
disability; other economic factors that
affect people with disabilities;
Disability and socio-economic class:
comparison among high, middle, low
SES groups in terms of perception,
inequality in intervention, & struggle for
equality; impact of poverty on
disability, access to tech¸ bက , intervent. u#怀y an� servӠ y t

b瀀 io t gs倀cussio a ̕怀 n嘀fs ̕怀 n嘀ѐ ƃ fsS/ �2㌀fS n嘀a





Mar
23

Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 7: Preschool

Reading for Discussion 7:

Religion / Culture and Disability

Healey (1996) Framework for family
and individual coping with disability,
illness, death, and uncertainty; impact
of religion in the definition and
intervention of disability; impact on
approaches to dealing with
inequalities related to disability;
spirituality and disability; 

Role of religions in providing social
support and social integration for
people with disabilities; inequalities
resulting from religious beliefs and
discrimination, and their impact on
people with disabilities.

Materials for Application Project 1:

Forms, readings and videos in Canvas
module  (Application Project 1:
Phonological Development)

Quiz 7

Discussion 7

Application
Project 1

GELO 1,2

CLO 1-6

PS 3,11

TPE 1,4,6



Mar
30

Pence and Justice Text:

Ch 8: School-age and Beyond 

Reading for Discussion 8:

Summarize social actions & current
issues addressed by religious, gender,
ethnic, racial, class, sexual
orientation, disability, & age groups
leading to greater equality and social
justice in the U.S.

Paulo Freire: Ch. 2 of Pedagogy of the
Oppressed  Advocacy and resources
for persons with disabilities at the
local, state, nationvocacnaacngtr aace, nat edabnatet



Apr
13

 Pence and Justice Text:

CH. 9: Language Diversity

Preparation for Discussion 9 (no
reading):

Summarizing social actions and
current issues addressed by religious,
gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual
orientation, disability, and age groups
leading to greater equality and social
justice in the U.S.

Contemporary issues related to
disability; employment, housing, and
community living; development of
social action plans that resolve
contemporary issues and lead to
greater equality and justice for
individuals with disabilities,
consciousness raising through arts,
advertising, and the media

Quiz�尀 �射 porary issues he es g eadi� �



May
4

Ch. 10: Language Disorders in
Children

Reading for Discussion 10:

Language and literacy in the school
years

Dudley-Marling & Burns (2014) Oral
stories across cultures and languages.
Engaging with print in the home and
the community Describe social actions
which have led to greater equality and
social justice in the U.S. (i.e., religious,
gender, ethnic, racial, class, sexual
orientation, disability, and/or age).
Include recognition and appreciation
for constructive interactions between
people from different cultural, racial,
and ethnic groups within the U.S.

Quiz 10

Discussion
10

GELO 3,4

CLO 1-6

PS 3,11

TPE 1,4,6

May
11 Materials for Application Project 3:

Forms, readings and videos in Canvas
module  (Application Project 3:
Semantic Development)

Application
Project 3

GELO 3,4

CLO 1-6

PS 3,11

TPE 1,4,6

May
18

Resources for Research Paper

Template, rubric, APA resources and
Writing Center resources in Canvas
module  (Research Paper)

Research
paper

GELO 3,4

CLO 3

PS 3,11

TPE 6

 


