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Office Hours
SH 221

By appointment, please. Advance notice via email is preferred to give me time to put in interpreter
request.

 Course Description and Requisites
This course is an introduction to the American Deaf Culture and provides a comprehensive analysis of how
Deaf people are understood from a cultural perspective. The identities, contributions and experiences of
Deaf people are explored in educational and linguistic context.

Prerequisite: EDSE 014A or EDSE 102

Letter Graded

 Classroom Protocols

Attendance / Participation
“Participation in class activities is crucial to your success in this class. The class forms a small
community and your effort or lack of impacts the success of the group. Please make every effort to
come to every class with homework done and ready to learn and participate. If you know you will be
absent from class make arrangements for a classmate to take notes and collect handouts for you.”
(Excerpt from Signing Naturally American Sign Language Curriculum)

Classroom Conduct
I will always be respectful and considerate of my students’ needs, and I expect to be afforded the
same courtesy. However, if I find a student or students engaging in distracting or disruptive classroom
behavior that hinders other students’ opportunity to learn, I will have to ask the student(s) in question to
take a break outside the classroom, and return when ready to focus on course content.

Tardiness
1. Be on time for class. Late entrances can cause disruptions/distractions.

2. It is especially important to be on time for scheduled examinations/activities. Late arrivals may miss
a significant if not entire part of the examination or activity. This can negatively affect your scores.

Mobile and other electronic devices
Unless you are asked to use your device during a class activity, please make sure your devices are
turned off or in silent mode during class time. You can check your device outside the classroom
especially in an emergency.



 Program Information
LCOE Department of Special Education Mission
We prepare candidates to be transformative leaders in the 

https://www.ctc.ca.gov/docs/default-source/educator-prep/standards/education-specialist-standards-pdf.pdf?sfvrsn=729750b1_45


language.

Discuss the experiences of minority groups within the Deaf community.

 Course Materials

Introduction to American Deaf Culture, 2nd Ed.
Author: Thomas K. Holcomb
Publisher: Oxford University Press
Edition: 2023
ISBN: 978019750

xford Uio75



Except for the required workbook, all course materials such as the syllabus, videos, quizzes,
assignments, and guidelines are to be found on the course site in Canvas. You are responsible for
regularly checking our course site in 

http://sjsu.instructure.com/
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http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php




When Topic Notes

Week 6
March 3 & 5
SH 230

Activity/Assignment/Reading (3/3): F2F Session

Lecture and Engagement



When Topic Notes

Week 9
March 24 & 26
SH 230

Activity/Assignment/Reading (3/24): F2F Session

Lecture and Engagement
Written Response 6

--

(3/26): F2F or Online Discussion 6

--

Due in Canvas for Everyone (3/28):

Cultural Film Report 1

--

No Reading due before the spring break.

Week 10: Spring
Break!
3/31 - 4/4

Spring Recess No class all week. Campus is closed. Have a nice
and safe break!

Week 11
April 7 & 9
SH 230

Activity/Assignment/Reading (4/7): F2F Session

Lecture and Engagement
Written Response 7

--

(4/9): F2F or Online Discussion 7

--

(4/11): Sign up for Presentation Topic

--

Reading (due before Week 12):

Holcomb Ch. Ten: Rules of Social Interaction



When Topic Notes

Week 12
April 14 & 16
SH 230

Activity/Assignment/Reading (4/14): F2F Session

Lecture and Engagement
Written Response 8
Topic Selection Finalization Confirmation

--

(4/16): F2F or Online Discussion 8

--

Reading (due before Week 13):

Holcomb Ch. Eleven: Technological
Advancements: A Boon or Bane for the Deaf
Community?

Week 13
April 21 & 23
SH 230

Activity/Assignment/Reading (4/21): F2F Session

Watch second film in class

--

(4/23): F2F or Online Group Activity 1

--

Due in Canvas (4/25):

Cultural Film Report 2

--

Reading (due before Week 14):

Holcomb Ch. Thirteen: Diversity in the Deaf
Community
Strongly Recommend - Ch. Fourteen: Multiple
Identities of Deaf Individuals

Week 14
April 28 & 30
SH 230

Activity/Assignment (4/28): F2F Session

Lecture and Engagement
Written Response 9

--

(4/30): F2F or Online Discussion 9

 



When Topic Notes

Week 15
SH 230

Topic Presentations May 5 and 7 (1:30PM - 2:45PM): In-Person Deaf
Culture Topic Presentations

Week 16
05/12/2025
1:30 PM - 2:45
PM
SH 230

Deaf Culture Topic Poster - Open House and
Online Discussion

(5/12): F2F Session

Final Deaf Culture Poster Project in
Classroom

--

By Wednesday, May 14 at 11:59PM: Open House
Online Discussion (Online in Canvas only)

 

 

Final
5/14 - 5/21
Online

Online Final Quiz This online quiz may be taken at any time during the
SJSU Final Examinations week (5/14 - 5/21).


