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Wednesday, May 4 

11:30AM – 12:45PM 

Check-In and Buffet Lunch 
Center for Steinbeck Studies, MLK Library 5th Floor 

1:00PM - 2:15PM 

Welcome and Keynote Address 
Schiro Program Room, MLK Library 5th Floor 

Welcome 
Nicholas P. Taylor 
Director, Martha Heasley Cox Center for Steinbeck Studies 
Barbara A. Heavilin 
Professor Emeritus, Taylor University 

Keynote Address 
Richard Astro 
Provost Emeritus and Professor of English, Drexel University 

2:30PM - 3:45PM (Concurrent Sessions) 
 
Mothers, Matriarchy, and Mother Earth in The Grapes of Wrath 
Schiro Program Room, MLK Library 5th Floor 
 
Barbara Heavilin 
Professor Emeritus, Taylor University 
“A Sacred Bond Broken: Humanity and the Earth in The Grapes of Wrath” 
 
Rachel King 
Winthrop University 
“’She’s old an’ she’s ornery’: The Feminization of the Automobile in The Grapes of Wrath” 
 
Iti Roychowdhury (paper presented in absentia) 
Amity University Madhya Pradesh 
“
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Brian Duchaney 
Boston University 
“Steinbeck, World War II, and his Public Literary Memoir: a Literary Investigation of his New 
York Herald Tribune Writings” 
 
Kevin Hearle 
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Thursday, May 5 

8:00AM - 9:00AM 

Continental Breakfast 
Center for Steinbeck Studies, MLK Library 5th Floor 

9:00AM - 10:15AM 
 
Re-examining Sweet Thursday 
Schiro Program Room, MLK Library 5th Floor 
 
Kristen Amiro 
Mount Saint Vincent University 
“Suzy's Gold Star: A Holistic Education” 
 
Bill Lancaster 
Texas A&M University-Commerce 
“Subtle Sedition and Saintly Subversion: Satire and Parody in Steinbeck’s Sweet Thursday” 
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Kylie Regan 
Purdue University 



Stein
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7:00PM – 9:30PM 

Cinco de Mayo “Pachanga” Ceremony by Playwright Luis Valdez (7:00pm – 
8:15pm) followed by a Reading by U.S. Poet Laureate Juan Felipe Herrera (8:15pm 
– 9:30pm) 
Hammer Theatre, 3rd Street and Paseo San Antonio (1 block from the library) 
 
SJSU alumnus Luis Valdez is a playwright, actor, writer and film director. Regarded as the 
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