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Steinbeck and the Twenty-First Century: 
 Identity, Influence, and Impact 

 

May 1-3, 2019 

 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Library 

San José State University 

 

Keynote Speaker 
Susan Shillinglaw, San José State University 

 

Conference Director 
Nicholas P. Taylor, Director, Martha Heasley Cox Center for Steinbeck Studies 

 

Conference Steering Committee 
Cecilia Donohue, Madonna University (Retired) 

Barbara A. Heavilin, Professor Emeritus, Taylor University 
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4:00PM – 6:00PM 
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Thursday, May 2 

8:00AM - 9:00AM 

Continental Breakfast 
-#%"#.)/0.)!"#$%&#'()!"12$#34)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00.)
 

9:00AM - 10:15AM (Concurrent Sessions) 
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10:30AM – 11:45PM 
 
Keynote Address 
!';$.0)>.0?.8@)*00@4)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00. 
 
Susan Shillinglaw is Professor of English at San José State University. For 18 years she 
directed the Martha Heasley Cox Center for Steinbeck Studies at SJSU and more recently 
served as Director of the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas. She has published several 
books on Steinbeck, 
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Friday, May 3 

8:00AM - 9:00AM 

Continental Breakfast 
-#%"#.)/0.)!"#$%&#'()!"12$#34)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00.)
 

9:00AM - 10:15AM 
 
Migrants and Immigrants 
!';$.0)>.0?.8@)*00@4)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00. 
 
James “Jake” Torrie 
Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario 
“Sources of Solidarity: Tom Joad, Bare Life, and the Displaced Person” 
 
Debra Cumberland 
Winona State University 
“My Mother and Donald Trump” 
 
Mimi Gladstein 
Un
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10:30AM - 11:45AM (Concurrent Sessions) 
 
Steinbeck and Human Ecology 
!';$.0)>.0?.8@)*00@4)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00. 
 
Christopher Bowman 
University of Minnesota 
“’The Western Land, Nervous’: An Ecocritical Reading of A;#)B.8C#3)0/)D.8"; in a Time of 
Climate Change” 
 
Jim Kent 
Independent Scholar 
“John Steinbeck: The First Social Ecologist” 
 
Comparison and Contrast 
-1="1.8=)E#.$"8?#)-#%"#.4)567)6$&.8.9):";)<=00. 
 
Elisabeth Bayley 
Loyola University Chicago 
“A Comparative Exploration of John Steinbeck's ‘The Chrysanthemums’ and A;#)>#8.=” 
 
Kiyoshi Yamauchi 
Niimi University 
“John Steinbeck and Saul Bellow: Influences and Impacts on Each Other” 
 
Aya Kubota 
Bunka Gakuen University 
“Novelists as Teachers: Educational Factors of Steinbeck and Achebe” 
 

12:00PM – 8:00PM  

Tour of Steinbeck’s Salinas with Professor Susan Shillinglaw 
 
Itinerary: 

• Red Pony Ranch 
• Steinbeck’s gravesite 
• Walk along Main Street Salinas 
• National Steinbeck Center 
• Dinner at Steinbeck House 

 
The bus will leave SJSU at 12pm and will return at approximately 8pm. 
 

OR 

:
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12:00PM – 1:30PM 
 
International Society of Steinbeck Scholars Leadership Lunch 
(Agenda Forthcoming) 
 


