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Instructor: Maureen A. Kelley, PhD

Office Location: Washington Square Hall 111A

Telephone: (408) 924‒5486

Email: maureen.kelley@sjsu.edu & Canvas email (preferred method of contact)

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1400 to 1500 & by appointment

Class Days/Time: In-Class:
• Section 1: Mondays & Wednesdays, 1030 to 1145
• Section 2: Mondays & Wednesdays, 1200 to 1345

Asynchronous Online:
• Section 80: live online Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1030 to 1200

Classroom: In-Class:
• Section 1: CL 243
• Section 2: CL 243

Asynchronous Online:
• Canvas Learning System Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1030 to 1200 and 

1300 to 1600

Prerequisites: Completion of core GE, Satisfaction of Writing Skills Test, Upper division 
standing 

GE/SJSU Studies Category: Area V: Culture, Civilization, & Global Understanding

�� ��
�(
�����	���

In a world with rapidly diminishing resources; new conflicts are emerging based on factors such as ethnicity, 
economic opportunity, religion, and nationalism. Explore global circumstances leading to conflict. 

This course is a geographic exploration of some of the most pressing contemporary world issues in politics, 
economy, security, human-environment relations, and the interaction of cultures. Readings, films, class 
exercises, short essays, and discussions are all used to gain a better understanding of these complex problems 
and their geographic dimensions. Students will develop their ability to think critically, independently, 
relationally, and contextually; and to communicate their views effectively, particularly in writing.
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heritage; Migration crisis: Time for a new approach?, Large-scale movements of refugees and 

http://library.cqpress.com/
http://library.cqpress.com/
http://library.cqpress.com/
https://theweek.com/articles/449691/ukraines-fraught-relationship-russia-brief-history
https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/how-to-spot-types-of-media-bias
https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/how-to-spot-types-of-media-bias
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-will-denazify-ukraine-here-s-the-history-behind-that-claim/ar-AAUgf9L
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/world/putin-says-he-will-denazify-ukraine-here-s-the-history-behind-that-claim/ar-AAUgf9L
https://www.allsides.com/blog/what-fake-news
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020062600
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020011700


Human Rights. (2021). In Gale Opposing Viewpoints Online Collection. Gale. 
https://link.gale.com/apps/doc/PC3010999213/OVIC?u=csusj&sid=bookmark-OVIC&xid=378213c6

 Masters, J. (2022, May 4). What is NATO? Council on Foreign Relations. 
https://www.cfr.org/backgrounder/what-nato

Price, T. (2022, May 20). Free speech on campus. CQ researcher, 32, 1‒31. http://library.cqpress.com/

San José State University Office of the President. (2020, September 20). Freedom of speech. 
https://www.sjsu.edu/president/priorities-and-initiatives/free-speech/index.php

Sengupta, S. (2015, August 28). Migrant or refugee? There is a difference, with legal implications. The New 
York Times. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/28/world/migrants-refugees-europe-syria.html

Straight, S. (2018, June 22). Global population pressures. CQ Researcher, 28, 537‒560. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 

United Nations. (1948). Universal Declaration of Human Rights. United Nations. 
https://www.un.org/en/universal-declaration-human-rights/index.html

United Nations. (2020, December 10). Human rights must be ‘front and centre’ of COVID-19 response: 
Secretary-General. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1079632

Wallace, C. P.  (2019, May 31). Global fishing controversies. CQ Researcher, 29. 
http://cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2019053100

Wanlund, W. (2017, September 22). Climate change and national security. CQ Researcher, 27, 773‒796. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 

Young, K. (2018, September 14). Turmoil in Central America. CQ researcher, 28, 753‒776. 
http://library.cqpress.com/
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Given the fluid nature of the real world, if the course meets online then interaction will be conducted through 
the Canvas Learning Management System. We may utilize the Zoom video conferencing plugin module for 
meetings in Canvas; therefore, be sure to download the latest version of Zoom. If we meet on campus, then we 
conduct class in person and utilize the Canvas Learning Management System.

All students are required to submit written assignments via a word processing application that has the 
capabilities of outputting text documents in either MicroSoft Word file format (.doc), Adobe portable document
file format (.pdf), or OpenOffice document file format (.odt). The Canvas Learning Management System's 
Speed Grader cannot read the Apple .pages file formats. 

You do not want me to convert your files from .pages to .doc or .odt hoping there will be a one-to-one 
conversion; you are responsible for submitting assignments in the proper file format. If you do accidentally 
submit in a file format other than what is accepted, then you will get an initial request to resubmit in the proper 
file format. If you do not resubmit, then your assignment in that Apple operating system format that Canvas 
cannot parse will be graded as 50% credit.
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The minimum writing requirement for this course is 3,000 words in a language and style appropriate to the 
discipline of Geography. Please use the American Psychological Association (APA) style for all papers in the 
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class. Information and weblinks to APA style guidelines can be found on the Canvas website and on page 10 in 
this document.
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Essays (8) 1,200

Exercises (8) 1,000

Participation responses 300

Reflection paper 500

Total: 3000
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There will be eight one page, double-spaced (200 to 300 minimum word) responses to the readings and videos 
for the week’s topic. This is not a summary of the readings, but a thoughtful response to the issues discussed by 
the authors and the questions that I pose to you as your instructor. Each essay is worth 10 points for a total of 50
points, ~17% of the final grade, where three of the lowest scores will be eliminated from grade calculations. 
Detailed instructions for writing the essays are provided on Canvas. ��
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There will be seven, 100 to 150 minimum word, exercises on the week’s topic based on readings and videos. 
These assignments are designed to elicit objective responses from the readings, videos, and discussions 
questions. Each exercise is worth 10 points for a total of 50 points, ~17% of the final grade, where two of the 
lowest scores will be eliminated from grade calculations. Detailed instructions for writing the exercises are 
provided on Canvas. ��
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Exercise 6 and 7 is a combined exercise where you sign up for a role to advocate feeding the world's hungry and
poor a cheap source of protein. You may sign up representing a producer or retailer, a government regulator, a 
charity, an enviromental group, a lifestyle advocate (ie vegan or vegetarian), or another role that you may deem 



final grade, which 10 points out of the 100 points will be calculated based on your Canvas activities bi-weekly 
(Canvas interaction score).

The Canvas interaction score (maximum 10 points) will be weighted based on the median score of all students 
in the class:

Weekly Weighted Score = Page Views + Participation + (Submissions + On-time Submissions ‒ Late 
Submissions ‒ Missing Submissions)
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There is one paper required for this course—a short reflection paper (about two to three pages) based on your 
learning and understanding of current world events as a result of this class and other relevant outside 
experiences. Be sure to pick at least three topics covered in the class in order to get full credit. You should also 
write your paper in a standard formal essay format with an introduction, body, and conclusion. The final paper 
is worth 50 points, ~17%, of your final grade.
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Please review University policies regarding syllabi at:

• University Syllabus Policy S16-9 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf.

• Office of Undergraduate Education’s Syllabus Information   web page at 
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/

“Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of 45 hours over the length of the course (normally three hours per unit per week) for instruction, 

http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/
http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf


You are responsible for informing me in advance if you know you must miss classes for a valid reason. Excused
absences refer to illness, family responsibilities, and similar necessities. Exceptions to these policies will be 
made only in the case of officially documented emergencies. Contact me regarding emergencies as soon as 
possible—before an assignment is due rather than after it is already late—so special arrangements may be 
made.
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Essays (5) 50 16.7

Exercises (5) 50 16.7
.

Final Exercise 50 16.7

Participation 100 33.3

Reflection paper 50 16.7
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Assignments not submitted on the due date and assigned time will be marked down. There will be a 2% 
reduction in grade for each calendar day that your assignment is late. Any assignment that is overdue by two 
weeks (four class meetings, 14 calendar days) is considered late and will receive a zero (0). 
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There is no scheduled extra credit at this time; however, extra credit may be assigned when the instructor is in 
the mood for some. Extra credit will be announced in class or on the course Announcements page for online 
classes. All extra credit assignments will be listed in Assignments>Extra Credit on Canvas.

-
		
�����&
���

���&
� ����	� �
��
�	��
�

A plus 291.0 to 300.0 97.00% to 100.00%

A 279.0 to 290.9 93.00% to 96.99%

A minus 270.0 to 278.9 90.00% to 92.99%

B plus 261.0  to 269.9 87.00% to 89.99%

B 249.0 to 260.9 83.00% to 86.99%

B minus 240.0 to 248.9 80.00% to 82.99%

C plus 231.0 to 239.9 77.00% to 79.99%

C 219.0 to 230.9 73.00% to 76.99%

C minus 210.0 to 218.9 70.00% to 72.99%
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https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/levels_of_formality.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/academic_writing/using_appropriate_language/levels_of_formality.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php
/curriculum/courses/syllabus-info.php


http://www.citationmachine.net/apa
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/apa_sample_paper.html
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/research_and_citation/apa_style/apa_formatting_and_style_guide/general_format.html
http://www.apastyle.org/


�
�����������0���	������� �	 �
��!��������"�	���
%�����$����� ��
����
& �


Schedule is subject to change with fair notice and will be made available on the Canvas webpage and via email. 
Check on the Canvas Assignment pages and course calendar for due dates (all written assignments are due 
Friday, 11:59pm the following week unless otherwise specified).
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1 08/22 Introductions Canvas Introductions

08/24 Current Events/Media 
Bias

AllSides 
(2022)
Brechter 
(2022)

Videos: How to spot fake news; A 
brief history of media bias; 
Dishonesty, accuracy & ethics in the
media
Exercise 1
In-class and/or Canvas Discussion

CLO 1-3

2 08/29 Human Rights Human Rights 
(2021)
United Nations
(1948)

Videos: The Story of Human Rights; 
Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights; Human rights in the 21st 
century
In-class discussions and/or Question 
of the Day (QoD)

GELO 1-3
CLO 1-3

08/30 Exercise 2
In-class and/or Canvas Discussion

Exercise 1

3 09/05 LABOR DAY

09/07 Free Speech Price (2022)
SJSU (2020)

Videos: Freedom of speech: Crash 
course; Rowan Atkinson on free 
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7; Section 3: Zoom Exercise 6 & 7

11/23 NON-
INSTRUCTIONAL 
DAY

11/24 THANKSGIVING

16 11/28  Pandemics Glazer (2020b) Video: A history of pandemics, pts 1 
& 2
Podcast: The rise of zoonotic 
diseases 
In-class discussions and/or Question 
of the Day (QoD)

Essay 7 GELO 1,2
CLO 1-3

11/30 In-class and/or Canvas Discussion
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