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• Map Analysis – A step-by-step ArcGIS mapping exercise of spatial change of East Coast demographics 
and socioeconomics is posted to the Canvas module. The exercise visualizes the historic ethnic and 
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Students are able to choose five of the course topics to respond to an online discussion forum prompt 
connecting readings to a current event.  
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The Midterm Exam will be online, open book, and consist of several multiple-choice questions, several short 
answer questions, and several essay questions covering Chapters 1-8 of the textbook. 
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For your final paper, you will write 1,500 words (about 4-5 double-spaced pages) that covers one specific theme 
based on any textbook chapters (for example, cities, or language, or politics), and also covers one specific 
geographic area. Your writing will explore this theme and area by providing a specific example. This example 
can be an issue that you are interested in, or it could be an experience that you personally are familiar with.  As 
noted in the syllabus, the paper will be 20% of your overall grade. You should not just describe any example(s) 
discussed in the textbook but instead add new information, and it 
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This schedule is subject to change with fair notice so please refer to Canvas often for announcements.  
 
Week 

 
Dates Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

1 8/19 - 8/21 INTRODUCTION  
Review the syllabus and familiarize yourself with Canvas site 
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Week 
 

Dates Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

5 9/12 - 9/18 PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY OF THE UNITED STATES 
 
Reading: 
Hardwick et al., Ch.2: North America’s Environmental Setting, 17-41. 
 
Schlosberg, David (2018) ‘Environmental (in)justice,’ in Castree, Noel, Hulme, 
Mike, & Proctor, James D. (eds) (2018). Companion to Environmental Studies, 
London: Routledge, 629-634. 
Hanna-Attisha, Mona (2019) What the Eyes Don’t See, March 5, 27:59 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PasD9CZJZPM  
Kosek, J. (2006) ‘Racial Degradation and Environmental Anxieties,’ in 

Understories: The Political Life of Forests in Northern New Mexico, 
Durham: Duke University Press, 144-164. 

Borunda, A. (2018) ‘Climate Impacts Grow, and U.S. Must Act, Says New 
Report,’ National Geographic, November, 

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/2018/11/climate-change-US-
report0/  
GFN (2015) State of the States: A New Perspective on the Wealth of Our 

Nation, Global Footprint Network. 
(2019) ‘Green New Deal,’ HR 109,  
https://www.congress.gov/116/bills/hres109/BILLS-116hres109ih.pdf 
 
 
Chose at least 1 of the following: 
 
Taken for a Ride, 56 mins, 1996 
https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/taken-ride  
  
Future of Energy, 65 mins, 2015 
https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/future-energy  
 
Catching the Sun, 75 mins, 2016 
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Week 
 

Dates
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Week 
 

Dates Topics, Readings, Assignments, Deadlines  

 
Reading 
Hardwick et al., Ch.5: The Atlantic Periphery, 91-107. 
Hardwick et al., Ch.7: Megalopolis, 129-148. 
 
DUE: Map Analysis – A step-by-step ArcGIS mapping exercise of the East 
Coast is posted to the Canvas module. The exercise looks at historic ethnic and 
racial residential settlement and the policies that reinforced inequities.  
 

10 10/17 - 10/23 GREAT LAKES AND CORN BELT 
 
Readings: 
Hardwick et al., Ch.8: The Great Lakes and Corn Belt, 151-169. 
Food, Inc., 2009, 94 mins, https://sjsu.kanopy.com/video/food-inc-2  
 
 
THE GREAT PLAINS 
 
Readings: 
Hardwick et al., Ch.11: The Great Plains, 205-225. 
Sheridan, Thomas E. and Nathan F. Sayre (2014). ‘A Brief History of People 

and Policy in the West,’ in Susan Charnley, Thomas E. Sheridan, and 
Gary P. Nabhan, eds. Stitching the West Back Together: Conservation of 
Working Landscapes. University of Chicago Press, 3-11. 

 
Explore Map: 
Land & Department of the Interior 






