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Students who receive an NC for UR
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If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your 
responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you 
hand in draft or final work. 

Learning when to cite a source and when not to is an art, not a science. However, here are some 
common examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid: 

• Using a sentence (or even a part of a sentence) that someone else wrote without identifying 
the language as a quote by putting the text in quote marks and referencing the source. 

• Paraphrasing somebody else's theory or idea without referencing the source. 
• Using a picture or table from a webpage or book without reference the source. 
• Using data some other person or organization has collected without referencing the source. 

 
The SJSU MLK Library provides a short (15 minutes) and informative plagiarism tutorial. The MUP 
faculty highly encourage all students to complete it. Details are here: 
https://libguides.sjsu.edu/c.php?g=853661&p=6111789 
Also, the University of Indiana has developed a very helpful website with concrete examples about 
proper paraphrasing and quotation. See in particular the following pages: 

• Overview of plagiarism at www.indiana.edu/~istd/overview.html 
• Examples of plagiarism at www.indiana.edu/~istd/examples.html 
• Plagiarism quiz at www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html 

 
Finally, you can use TurnItIn.com as a tool to help you identify any text that may be plagiarized, so 
that you can fix the problem before submitting the assignment. When you submit URBP 298A 
assignments to Canvas, the system will generate a “report” that highlights all text that TurnItIn.com 
identifies as possibly plagiarized. The report will give you a “score” that shows how much text has 
been flagged. Please note that the TurnItIn.com reports are helpful but not perfect – they tend to 
highlight lots of material that isn’t actually plagiarized, and the reports can also potentially miss 
problematic text. Therefore, it is recommended that you ignore the numeric score and instead 
carefully review all text that is highlighted in the report, to see if anything needs revision.  

You are encouraged to submit draft papers to Canvas well before the assignment due date, 
so that you can check the TurnItIn.com report and make any needed revisions before the 
assignment is due. If you submit a draft for this purpose, add a note to the instructor that says, 
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corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference 
list. Check with your advisor to see which format is preferred.  

2.4$($E'2.(.%"0'
The SJSU Library Liaison for the Urban and Regional Planning Department is Ms. Peggy Cabrera. If 
you need research assistance, you can contact her at peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu or 408-808-2034. 
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URBP 298A – FALL 2020 
COURSE SCHEDULE 

'
G&4$#($E'H!"I'Optional, Live, Drop-in Zoom Session #1 with Instructors (5:00pm – 
6:30 pm)'
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