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1. cescribe the design principles that make for clear, accurate, and compelling maps and 
apply these principles to critique e`isting maps. 

2. cescribe how urban planners typically use ^IS to analyde and display quantitative data. 
\. ase web-based ^IS tools to analyde spatial data and produce maps. 
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Assignment 1 asks students to undertake a map overlay process in the conte`t of a site suitability 
study – but without using any digital tools. This is designed to help students develop an appreciation 
for the accuracy and versatility of digital ^IS mapping in subsequent assignments. 
 
Assignment 2 will give students e`posure to Arc^IS _nline. Students will analyde a.S. Census data 
at a state, county, and neighborhood scale. The thematic data to be studied is a racial diversity inde`.  
Ye`t, students will use Esri’s Community Analyst webapp to conduct more demographic analysis. 
 
Assignment 3 continues the use of Arc^IS _nline, this time for studying the distribution of urban 
poverty in a major American city and for conducting a site suitability analysis for the siting of new 
wind turbines. Students will also complete readings on foundational topics related to web-based 
mapping applications.  
 
Assignment 4 is a guided e`ercise with a focus on urban sustainability. Students will use Arc^IS 
_nline to undertake a comparative analysis of neighborhood-level urban sustainability indicators 
(e.g. income distribution, racial diversity, access to food stores, health care access). Prior to the 
mapping work, students will watch a series of videos to e`plore facets of urban sustainability and 
write responses and reactions to these videos.   
 
Assignment 5 will have students complete a personalided, interactive Esri Story Zap as a way to 
practice visual/graphic communication skills for highlighting characteristics of a bay Area urban 
neighborhood. Principles of effective information display will be integrated into this assignment via 
a map critique e`ercise. 

!(*-#*()."0'"A'B.0(*'!"#$%&'4&))&$'C$(9&'
I will calculate the final letter grade for the course by weighting the grade for each assignment 
according to the percentages in the table above. To do this, I first convert the letter grade for each 
assignment to a number using a 4-point scale (Al m 4.2, A m 4.0, A- m \.nV, bl m \.\\, b m \.0, b- 
m 2.nV, Cl m 2.\\, C m 2.0, C- m 1.nV, c m 1, and U m 0).  
I then use these numbers and the weights for each assignment to calculate a final, numerical grade 
for the course based on a 4-point scale. That number is converted back to a letter grade (A m \.WXl, 
A- m \.X0 – \.W4, bl m \.1V – \.4[, b m 2.WX – \.1n, b- m 2.X0 – 2.W4, Cl m 2.1V – 2.4[, C m 1.WX 
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M%&'"A'!(>&$('.0'!*(%%  
As much as possible/feasible given your unique circumstances at home, please turn on your Toom 
camera throughout the class meeting. If you have special needs or requests for any individual 
accommodations, please discuss this with the instructor.  
'
?&-"$9.0+'"A'N"">'!*(%%&%'
This course or portions of this course (i.e., lectures, discussions, student presentations) will be 
recorded for instructional or educational purposes. The recordings will only be shared with students 
enrolled in the class through Canvas. The recordings will be deleted at the end of the semester. 
aniversity policy (S12-V) requires consent from all individuals who will appear in a class recording. 
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Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Uind a quiet place to fattendg class, to the 
greatest e`tent possible. Avoid video setups where people may be walking behind you, people 
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1/)."0(*QI0-"#$(+&9'R,$"/S.0T'1AA.-&'U"#$%'D&%%."0'VW'
• Thursday, Uebruary 4, 2021 (V:00 p.m. – W:00 p.m.) 
• Toom link:  https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/84348279004 

!"#$%&'O"9#*&'VW';-">/*&)&'5H'B&5$#($H'X<'
• iecture video 1: overview of the course, syllabus, assignmentso ^IS for urban planning 
• _verview of Assignment 1: site suitability analysis (pre-digital erap) 
• Assignment 1 due: February 8 

!"#$%&'O"9#*&'VY';-">/*&)&'5H'B&5$#($H'WZ<'
• iecture video 2: Arc^IS _nline basics l Community Analyst 
• _verview of Assignment 2: applying Arc^IS _nline and Esri Community Analyst 
• Assignment 2 due: February 15 

!"#$%&'O"9#*&'V[';-">/*&)&'5H'B&5$#($H'YY<'
• iecture video \: more Arc^IS _nline functionality 
• _verview of Assignment \: Arc^IS _nline e`ercises: poverty mapping, site suitability 
• Assignment 3 due: February 22 

'1/)."0(*QI0-"#$(+&9'R,$"/S.0T'1AA.-&'U"#$%'D&%%."0'VY'
• 


