SAN JOSE STATE UNIVERSITY
URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING DEPARTMENT
URBP 241: PLANNING SUSTAINABLE CITIES (2 UNITS)
SPRING 2021

Instructor: Dr. Charles Rivasplata

Zoom Link:  Contact instructor

Telephone: 415-656-6844

E-mail: charles.rivasplata@sjsu.edu

Office Hrs.:  Thursdays when class meets, 3:30-4:30 p.m.

Class Time:  Selected Thursdays: 4:30-7:00 pm (see dates below)

Classroom: On-line
Prerequisites: None

* 11 meetings: January 28; February 4, 11, 25; March 4, 11, 25; April 8, 15, 29; and May 13

Course Catalog Description

URBP 241: An overview of urban sustainability covering topics such as the origins of urban
sustainability, tools for sustainability planning, global dimensions of sustainability (including
different approaches to planning across world regions), and visions for creating sustainable futures.

Course Description and Course Learning Objectives (CLO):

This course is intended to provide students with a strong grounding in the theoretical paradigm of
sustainability, understanding the relationships between human civilization, economic growth,
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Required Course Texts

All course readings are either available online or are on Canvas; and TED Talks are available online.
Please consult the Course Schedule at the end of the syllabus for week-by-week reading assignments.

Online Teaching Considerations

This class will be taught entirely online. Key considerations arising from the online delivery mode
include the following:

Students are required to have an electronic device (laptop, desktop or tablet) with
a camera and built-in microphone. SJSU has a free equipment loan program
available for students.

Students are responsible for ensuring that they have access to reliable Wi-Fi during
tests. If students are unable to have reliable Wi-Fi, they must inform the instructor,
as soon as possible

Students are encouraged, but not required, to turn on their cameras in Zoom

We intend to record some classes and post them on Canvas. University policy (S12-7)
requires consent from all individuals who will appear in a class recording. We will poll the
class during our first session regarding consent to recording.

Students are prohibited from recording class activities (including class lectures, office hours,
advising sessions, etc.), distributing class recordings, or posting class recordings.

Zoom Classroom Etiquette

Mute Your Microphone: To help keep background noise to a minimum, make sure you
mute your microphone when you are not speaking.

Be Mindful of Background Noise and Distractions: Find a quiet place to “attend”
class, to the greatest extent possible.

0 Avoid video setups where people may be walking behind you, people
talking/making noise, etc.

o0 Avoid activities that could create additional noise, such as shuffling papers,
listening to music in the background, etc.

Position Your Camera Properly: Be sure your webcam is in a stable position and
focused at eye level.

Limit Your Distractions/Avoid Multitasking: You can make it easier to focus on the
meeting by turning
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Course Assignments and Grading Policy
Your grade for the course will be based on the following assignments and other class activities:

Due Percent of  Course Learning
Date(s) Course Objectives
Assignments and Graded Activities Grade Covered

Reading Memos (
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» Class Participation
Students will be expected to
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recognize that illness, personal emergencies and other legitimate conflicts may occur, however please
remember that each class meeting represents a substantial fraction of the total course. Be sure to
check with the instructors regarding any materials or information given out at the session you were
absent from, and if possible, obtain class notes from a classmate.

University Policies
Per University Policy S16-
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= Plagiarism quiz at www.indiana.edu/~istd/test.html

If you still have questions, feel free to talk to the instructors personally. There is nothing wrong with
asking for help, whereas even unintentional plagiarism is a serious offense.

Citation style

It is important to properly cite any references you use in your assignments. The Department of
Urban and Regional Planning uses Kate Turabian’s A Manual for Writers of Research Papers, Theses, and
Dissertations, Eighth Edition (University of Chicago Press, 2013, ISBN: 978-0226816388). Copies are
available in the SJISU King Library. Additionally, the book is relatively inexpensive, and you may
wish to purchase a copy. Please note that Turabian’s book describes two systems for referencing
materials: (1) “notes” (footnotes or endnotes), plus a corresponding bibliography, and (2) in-text
parenthetical references, plus a corresponding reference list. In this class, students should use the
second system, i.e., in-text parenthetical references.

Accommodation for Disabilities

If you need course adaptations or accommodations because of a disability, or if you need to make
special arrangements in case the building is evacuated, please make an appointment with the
instructors as soon as possible, or see us during office hours. Presidential Directive 97-03 requires
that students with disabilities requesting accommodations register with the Accessible Education
Center or AEC (formerly known as the Disability Resource Center or DRC) to establish a record of
their disability.

You can find information about the services SISU offers to accommodate students with disabilities
at the AEC website at www.aec.sjsu.edu.

Accommodation to Students' Religious Holidays

San José State University shall provide accommodation on any graded class work or activities for
students wishing to observe religious holidays when such observances require students to be absent
from class. It is the responsibility of the student to inform the instructor, in writing, about such
holidays before the add deadline at the start of each semester. If such holidays occur before the add
deadline, the student must notify the instructor, in writing, at least three days before the date that
he/she will be absent. It is the responsibility of the instructor to make every reasonable effort to
honor the student request without penalty, and of the student to make up the work missed. See
University Policy S14-7 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S14-7.pdf.

Consent for Recording of Class and Public Sharing of Instructor
Material

Common courtesy and professional behavior dictate that you notify someone when you are
recording him/her. You must obtain the instructor’s permission to make audio or video recordings
in this class. Such permission allows the recordings to be used for your private, study purposes only.
The recordings are the intellectual property of the instructor; you have not been given any rights to
reproduce or distribute the material.
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Library Liaison

The SJSU Library Liaison for the Urban and Regional Planning Department is Ms. Peggy Cabrera. If
you have questions, you can contact her at: peggy.cabrera@sjsu.edu or 408-808-2034.

SJSU Writing Center

The SJSU Writing Center is located in Room 126 in Clark Hall. It is staffed by professional
instructors and upper-division or graduate-level writing specialists from each of the seven SJSU
colleges. Our writing specialists have met a rigorous GPA requirement, and they are well trained to
assist all students at all levels within all disciplines to become better writers. To make an
appointment or refer to the numerous online resources offered through the Writing Center, visit the
Writing Center website at http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter.

SJSU Counseling and Psychological Services

The SISU Counseling and Psychological Services office is located on the corner of Seventh Street
and San Fernando Street, in Room 201, Administration Building. Professional psychologists, social
workers, and counselors are available to provide consultations on issues of student mental health,
campus climate or psychological and academic issues on an individual, couple, or group basis. To
schedule an appointment or learn more information, visit Counseling and Psychological Services
website at http://www.sjsu.edu/counseling.

Dropping and Adding
Students are responsible for understanding the policies and procedures about add/drop, grade
forgiveness and related topics. Refer to the current semester's Catalog Policies section at
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URBP 241 — PLANNING SUSTAINABLE CITIES
SPRING 2021
COURSE SCHEDULE

Special thanks to URBP Lecturer Rob Eastwood for identifying most of the class readings.

Date Topic Reading Memo/Paper Due
Jan. 28, 2021 Introduction Syllabus; other handouts provided None
Feb. 4, 2021 Sustainability Theory ) Wheeler, Stephen B. Planning for

Sustainability... 2013. Chap. 1-3.

Found at:
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Feb. 25, 2021 Current Environmental ) Heinberg, Richard. Chapter 3. Reading
Challenges Found at: Memo for
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.li Feb. 11 & 25
baccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail. ~ readings
action?docID=714579 _
) Matthews, Susan. The End of the Assignment 1

Story (Review of The Inhabitable (by 4:30 pm.)
Earth, by David Wallace-Wells).
Slate, February 2019. Available on
Canvas.

) U.S. Global Change Research
Program. 2014 National Climate
Assessment.. Found at:
http://nca2014.globalchange.gov/

Mar. 4, 2021 Socioeconomic
Challenges and a
Paradigm Shift to
Sustainability
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Apr. 15, 2021 Sustainability Planning: ) California Cap & Trade Program
North America, (Review links including Program
California, Bay Area Overview, Current Regulation,
Guidance Documents). Found at:
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