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Instructor: Maureen A. Kelley, PhD 

Office Location: Washington Square Hall 111A 

Telephone: (408) 924‒5486 

Email: maureen.kelley@sjsu.edu & Canvas email (preferred method of contact) 

Office Hours: Wednesdays 1400 to 1500 & by appointment 

Class Days/Time: In-Class: 
• Section 5: Mondays & Wednesdays, 1030 to 1145 
• Section 6: Mondays & Wednesdays, 1200 to 1345 

Asynchronous Online: 
• Section 81: live online Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1030 to 1200 

Classroom: In-Class: 
• Section 5: CL 224 
• Section 6: CL 243 

Asynchronous Online: 
• Canvas Learning System Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1030 to 1200 

Prerequisites: Completion of core GE, Satisfaction of Writing Skills Test, Upper division 
standing 

GE/SJSU Studies Category: Area V: Culture, Civilization, & Global Understanding 
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This course is a geographic exploration of some of the most pressing contemporary world issues in politics, 
economy, security, human-environment relations, and the interaction of cultures. Readings, films, class 
exercises, short essays, and discussions are all used to better understanding of these complex problems and their 
geographic dimensions. Students will develop their ability to think critically, independently, relationally, and 
contextually; and communicate their views effectively, particularly in writing. 
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2. Assignments: Essays: 2‒Democracy, 3‒Russia & Ukraine, 4‒Central America, 5‒Climate Change, 6‒
Global Population, 7‒Pandemics; Exercises: 2‒Human Rights, 3‒China, 4‒Middle East, 5‒Global 
Migration, 6‒Oceans 

3. Activities/Experiences: Weekly in-class discussions as well as Canvas discussions/brainstorming 
sessions. Exercise 4 Discussion/Debate‒Middle East; Exercise 6‒Oceans. Videos: #������������������
�
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1. Readings: Free Speech (Greenblatt, 2013); Democracy (Sataline, 2017); China (Broder, 2020a); Middle 
East (Broder, 2020b); Central America (Young, 2018); Global Migration (Glazer, 2020a) from ���
���������� readings. ��
 ������!�������
������"������
�����from the United Nations website and from 
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3. Activities/Experiences: All from previous sections in addition to "������������%��������+���
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Check on the Canvas Learning Management system under Modules>Weekly Topic Readings or Pages>Weekly 
Topic Readings for each bibliographic reference. All articles are freely available through the university library 
by first conducting a journal search then an article title search; alternatively, access the articles via 
Canvas>Files>Readings listed by <authoryear>.pdf. Do not access the ������������� articles using the listed 
URL because you will be prompted to pay; however, non-�������������-related materials can be accessed via 
their URL links. Also, given the fluid nature of some of the class topics, more current articles may be 
substituted with advanced notice via Canvas notices. 

AllSides. (2021). "����������)(�����������	
���
��. https://www.allsides.com/media-bias/how-to-spot-types-
of-media-bias 

Bates, T. (2015, January 8). Ukraine's fraught relationship with Russia: A brief history. #���$��%. 
https://theweek.com/articles/449691/ukraines-fraught-relationship-russia-brief-history 

Broder, J. (2020a, July 24). China rising. ���������������:;(27). 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020072400 

Broder, J. (2020b, December 20). The Abraham Accords. ���������������:;(44). 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020121100 

Caldwell, Z. (2021, September 23). Food security. ���������������:)(30). 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2021090300 

Gjelten, T. (2018, December 10). Boundlessly idealistic, Universal Declaration Of Human Rights is still 
resisted. &��
�����/���
����	
�. https://www.npr.org/2018/12/10/675210421/its-human-rights-day-
however-its-not-universally-accepted 

Glazer, S. (2020a, January 17). Global migration. ���������������:;(3). 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020011700 

Glazer, S. (2020b, June 26). Zoonotic diseases. ���������������:;(24). 
http://library.cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2020062600 

Greenblatt, A. (2013, April 26). Free speech at risk. �������������, (:, 377‒400. http://library.cqpress.com/ 

McCutcheon, C. (2017, June 9). Trust in media. �������������, (<, 481‒508. http://library.cqpress.com/ 

San José State University Office of the President. (2020, September 20). *���	�����������. 
https://www.sjsu.edu/president/priorities-and-initiatives/free-speech/index.php 

Sataline, S. (2017, October 20). Democracies under stress. ���������������(<, 869‒892. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 

Sengupta, S. (2015, August 28). Migrant or refugee? There is a difference, with legal implications. #���&���
'��%�#
���. https://www.nytimes.com/2015/08/28/world/migrants-refugees-europe-syria.html 

Straight, S. (2018, June 22). Global population pressures. ���������������(8, 537‒560. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 

United Nations. (1948). 
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United Nations. (2020, December 10). Human rights must be ‘front and centre’ of COVID-19 response: 
Secretary-General. https://news.un.org/en/story/2020/12/1079632 

Wallace, C. P.  (2019, May 31). Global fishing controversies. ���������������(7. 
http://cqpress.com/cqresearcher/cqresrre2019053100 

Wanlund, W. (2017, September 22). Climate change and national security. ���������������(<, 773‒796. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 

Young, K. (2018, September 14). Turmoil in Central America. �������������, (8, 753‒776. 
http://library.cqpress.com/ 
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Given the fluid nature of the real world this semester, much of our interaction will be conducted through the 
Canvas Learning Management System, especially at the beginning of the semester for the in-class sections 
(Sections 5 and 6). Section 81 will be taught asynchronously but with scheduled Zoom sessions for Exercises 4, 
6 & 7, and the final session. The Zoom video conferencing plugin module for meetings in Canvas will be used; 
therefore, be sure to download the latest version of Zoom. 

All students are required to submit written assignments via a word processing application that has the 
capabilities of outputting text documents in either Microsoft Word file format (.doc), Adobe portable document 
file format (.pdf), or OpenOffice document file format (.odt). The Canvas Learning Management System's 
Speed Grader cannot read the Apple .pages file formats. This instructor only uses OpenOffice in Windows and 
LaTeX in the Linux environments. 

You do not want me to convert your files from .pages to .doc, .odt, or .pdf hoping there will be a one-to-one 
conversion; you are responsible for submitting assignments in the proper file format. If you accidentally submit 
in a file format other than what is accepted, then you will get an initial request to resubmit in the proper file 
format. If you do not resubmit, then your assignment in that Apple operating system format that Canvas cannot 
parse will be graded as 50% credit. 
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The minimum writing requirement for this course is 3,000 words in a language and style appropriate to the 
discipline of Geography. Please use the American Psychological Association (APA) style for all papers in the 
class. Information and weblinks to APA style guidelines can be found on the Canvas website and page 10 in this 
document. 
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Essays (7) �����	

Exercises (8) �����	

Participation responses ���	

Reflection paper ���	

Total: ����	
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There will be seven one-page, double-spaced (200 to 300 minimum word) responses to the readings and videos 
for the week’s topic. Your answers should not be a summary of the readings but a thoughtful response to the 
issues discussed by the authors and the questions that I pose to you as your instructor. Each essay is worth 10 
points for a total of 50 points, ~17% of the final grade, where two of the lowest scores will be eliminated from 
grade calculations. Detailed instructions for writing the essays are provided on Canvas. ��
��
��
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“This course must be passed with a C- or better as a CSU graduation requirement.” 

���'��� (������	��� ��� �+��&&9�

“Passage of the Writing Skills Test (WST) or ENGL/LLD 100A with a C or better (C‐ not accepted), and 
completion of Core General Education are prerequisite to all SJSU Studies courses. Completion of, or co‐
registration in, 100W is strongly recommended. A minimum aggregate GPA of 2.0 in GE Areas R, S, & V shall 
be required of all students.” 

�������������	�����

We all want to be in a positive learning environment. Course content can be challenging. I expect everyone to 
be respectful of opinions, other students, and the instructor. I will make every effort to be prepared for class, 
come to class on time, �� ��������
������������������������������#���	������	�#����	������������
����
�������);������=�, and be available for help during my office hours. 

I expect students to be prepared for class, �����
����������� ���	
�����
����
�����
���������
��, and turn in 
assignments on time. I expect all students to refrain from reading non-course-related materials during class. 
Computers are essential for course-related work; however, please do not abuse your computer privileges by 
reading, watching, or interacting with non-course-related materials. 
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Please be aware that I understand if you are reluctant to show yourself and your surroundings via video 
conferencing. Therefore, I will be flexible requiring everyone to have their webcams on. 

6
���'������ >��� �����
��

“University [P]olicy (S12‒7) at https://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S12-7.pdf requires consent from all 
individuals who will appear in a class recording. If a student does not wish to be identified in a class recording, 
you might allow an “anonymous” option (e.g., student temporarily turning off identifying information from the 
Zoom session, including name and picture, prior to recording).” 

Currently, I do not plan to record the visual portion of Zoom sessions; however, if students wish to have their 
sessions recorded, then there should be a plurality of students agreeing to the digital recordings. You are under 
no obligations whether you agree or not. If students use the text messaging portion, then I will copy and paste 
the session and post via Canvas. 
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Per University Policy S16-9 >���9??�����6����	�?������?	���?-)@17�	�A, relevant university policy concerning 
all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent 
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Here are some websites that can help you when it comes time to write your papers: 

In the past, I had my trusty APA style guide by my side when I wrote my papers (as well as an APA automatic 
citation generator in LaTeX). 

Now there are now some very nice tools out on the Internet: 

• The APA style guide website 

• Purdue Online Writing Laboratory General Overview website and sidebars for comprehensive listings 

• Purdue Online Writing Laboratory APA Sample Paper website 

• Citation Machine website for formatting citations, although naively relying on an automatic citation 
generator may get you into trouble—always double-check 

Get used to using these resources. Your instructors will be very grateful! 

111��' �������111�

Please email me a picture of a tiger via the Canvas mail system to acknowledge that you read this document, 
understand the contents, and know what is expected of you. 
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