
     
       

       

   
  

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

  

  
  
  
  
  

  

  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  

  
  
  
  

  

          
  

SAN JOSÉ STATE UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF URBAN AND REGIONAL PLANNING 

URBP 208, Real Estate Development Studio 

SPRING 2022 

Course and Contact Information 

Instructor(s): Kelly Snider, Endowed Professor of Practice 

Telephone: Text or Voice: (650) 387-3132 

Email: Kelly.Snider@sjsu.edu 

Office Hours: Monday evenings 5:00 – 6:30 (via Zoom); also anytime by appointment. 

Class Days/Time: Tuesdays, 7:30 – 10:15 p.m. 

Classroom: Clark Hall, Room 224 

Prerequisites: URBP 205, URBP 206, and URBP 225; or instructor consent 

Course Catalog Description 

This is a capstone course designed to immerse students in the real world of urban property development. 
Students will explore this world by evaluating development proposals and projects throughout the region that 
are ongoing and current, often featuring development professionals as guest lecturers. For a final project, 
students will be assigned to Developer Team Groups and evaluate a mock-development project of an actual site 
in the San Jose/Silicon Valley region. 

Course Description 

Communities throughout California rely on private investors to create most of the places we use every day: Our 
homes; grocery stores and distribution centers; internet service providers; childcare facilities; restaurants and 
bars; and all of Silicon Valley’s legacy employer campuses are all designed, funded, and operated by the private 
sector in conformance with public sector rules, regulations, and requirements. The result is a volatile and 
complicated built environment, where billion-dollar investment decisions sometimes rest on the vote of a local 
elected official; where million-dollar condos overlook blighted and vacant lots; and where safe housing for our 
growing workforce has been relegated to far-off suburbs. URBP 208 exposes students to the lifecycle and 
challenges of the urban real estate development process, using real case studies from Silicon Valley. Throughout 
the course, we will be joined by expert guest speakers from across the real estate industry. 

Students should already be familiar with many financial, legal, design and construction terms used in the 
industry, either through prior coursework or professional experience. This course – through guest lectures, case 
studies, class discussion and assignments – will help students synthesize these concepts and apply them to real 
world situations. 

Readings and materials will include news articles, research reports and white papers, city documents, site plans 

Real Estate Development Studio, URBP 208, Spring 2022 Page 1 of 10 
Please verify all web links are active prior to online publication. 



    
  

  
  
  
  
  

    
    
    
    
    
    
    

  

        
  
  
  

  
  
  
  
  

  
  

    
  

    
  

    
  
  
  

    
  
  

    
  

          
  

and other documents from actual real estate development projects. It relies heavily on up-to-date media, 
economic and brokerage reports, just as developers do in real life. 

Midway through the course, the instructor will introduce the “Focus” site for the final project. Throughout the 
second half of the semester, we will apply lessons learned in relation to potential development of our Focus 
Site. At that time, students will be assigned to collaborative teams for the final studio project, which will 
include both a written report and oral presentation evaluating a certain development scenario on the Focus Site. 
The written report must address key components of a development feasibility analysis: 

1. executive summary; 
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6. Effectively present a development proposal which can be tailored and modified depending on the 
audience, such as: investors/lenders; land use decision-makers; civic and neighborhood leaders; 
community groups; elected officials; and property owners and neighbors. 

Required Texts/Readings 

No textbook. Articles, lecture notes, and PowerPoint presentations will be distributed electronically via Canvas 
or e-mail. Textbooks and other materials referenced in the “Additional Resources” are available through the 
university library. 

Course Requirements and Assignments 

Your grade for the course will be based on the following assignments and other activities: 

Due Percent of 
Date(s) Course Course Learning 

Assignments Grade 
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Classroom Protocol 

Students should attend every class. Please notify the instructors or a classmate via email or text beforehand if 
you cannot attend. All students are expected to be attentive, engsm圀e nࡥ䀀
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