
San José State University
College of Social Sciences/Urban Planning/Geography Program

Geography 001, Physical Geography
Sections 1 & 2
Spring 2025

Course and Contact Information

Instructor: Maureen A. Kelley, PhD

Office Location: Washington Square Hall 111A

Telephone: (408) 924‒5486

Email: maureen.kelley@sjsu.edu & Canvas email (preferred method of contact)

Office Hours: Tuesdays 1400 to 1500 & by appointment

Class Days/Time: Section 1: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1030 to 1145
Section 2: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 1200 to 1315

Classroom: Washington Square Hall 113 (WSQ113)

Prerequisites: none

GE/SJSU Studies Category: Area B1: Physical Science

Course Description

Atmospheric, biologic, and geologic processes that create the natural environments of the world. Discovery of 
local, regional, and global patterns in the location and distribution of environmental phenomena and the 
human modifications of natural environments.

This is a core Geography Program and general education course instructing students on the fundamentals of 
physical geography and landscape interpretation. Readings, lectures, short videos, exercises, Question of the 
Days (participation), and a final project/presentation are all used to gain a better understanding of our world. 
Students will develop their ability to think critically, independently, relationally, and contextually. Students will
also be able to communicate their views effectively textually and visually.

Course Format 

Technology Intensive, Hybrid, and Online Courses

Course materials are on the Canvas Learning Management System course login website at 
http://sjsu.instructure.com. You are responsible for regularly checking with the messaging system through 
Canvas or MySJSU on Spartan App Portal http://one.sjsu.edu to learn of any updates. 

Computer Internet access is essential for accessing materials and uploading assignments on Canvas. All written 
assignments must be submitted and uploaded to Canvas in Adobe portable document format (.pdf) or Microsoft 
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Midterm

There will be one 20-question on-line midterm consisting of 17 multiple choice and three short essay answers 
worth 50 points, 10% of the final grade, covering topics up to Week 9. One week prior to the midterm, there 
will be a study guide available. You will have a choice of answering three of five selected essay questions. The 
tests will be timed and you will have two tries with the average score retained. There will be no makeup 
examinations unless for serious and compelling reasons.

Article Review & Online Discussion

Students will research a topic and read an article highlighting a real-world physical geography topic that should 
be related to their final project and presentation. Ideas can come from newspaper articles or academic journals. 
The article review must be formatted as an annotated bibliography and a maximum two pages highlighting:

• Topic as relates to physical geography

• Why important in general and important to your final project

• Takeaways & future endeavors

The essay should be in standard essay format conforming to academic standards and is worth 50 points, 10% of 
the total grade. Week 14 will have students present a brief report of their findings to the class for on-line 
discussion worth five points of the Participation grade.

Class Participation

Plan to set aside time for each week's topic. Active participation is a vital element of the course. This not only 
makes the class more interesting and enjoyable, but you are responsible for material discussed during class and 
you cannot earn an “A” without participating. Your class participation grade will include posting a response to 
the question of the day posted on the days we meet and contributing to the brainstorming-discussion pages 
posted on the asynchronous days we do not meet.

Quality participation refers to being an active participant on Canvas: answering the Tuesday/Thursday Question
of the Day in a timely fashion as well as actively participating in online discussion forums.



Purpose and Scope

The purpose of the final project is to demonstrate:

1.





Letter Grades  

Grade Points Percentages

A plus 485.0 to 500.0 97.00% to 100.00%

A 465.0 to 484.9 93.00% to 96.99%

A minus 450.0 to 464.9 90.00% to 92.99%

B plus 435.0  to 449.9 87.00% to 89.99%

B 415.0 to 434.9 83.00% to 86.99%

B minus 400.0 to 414.9 80.00% to 82.99%

C plus 385.0 to 399.9 77.00% to 79.99%

C 365.0 to 384.9 73.00% to 76.99%

C minus 350.0 to 364.9 70.00% to 72.99%

D plus 335.0 to 349.9 67.00% to 69.99%

D 315.0 to 334.9 63.00% to 66.99%

D minus 300.0 to 314.9 60.00% to 62.99%

F      0.00 to 299.9    0.00% to 59.99%

“This course must be passed with a C- or better as a CSU graduation requirement.” 

Classroom Protocol



Currently, I do not plan to record the visual portion of Zoom sessions; however, if students wish to have their 
sessions recorded, then there should be a plurality of students agreeing to the digital recordings. You are under 
no obligations whether you agree or not. If students use the text messaging portion, then I will copy and paste 
the session and post via Canvas.

University Policies

Per University Policy S16  ‒  9 (http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S16-9.pdf), relevant university policy concerning
all courses, such as student responsibilities, academic integrity, accommodations, dropping and adding, consent 
for recording of class, etc. and available student services (e.g. learning assistance, counseling, and other 
resources) are listed on Syllabus Information   web page (https://www.sjsu.edu/curriculum/courses/syllabus-
info.php). Make sure to visit this page to review and be aware of these university policies and resources.

Additional Information

Writing Policy

Correct use of English is a fundamental requirement for your assignments to be graded. If a minimum of 20 errors 
in spelling, syntax, grammar, or technical errors are detected, then there is an automatic 10% reduction in grade 
for all essays. Grading rubrics for essays and exercises are on the Canvas website. 

Formal academic writing guidelines are essential for this course. Please upload your assignments as either 
an MSWord document (.doc) or Portable Document File (.pdf) only, unless otherwise specified. The Canvas 
SpeedGrader cannot accept any other file formats, and I do not download and grade assignments on my 
computers.

All assignments must be written using formal academic writing styles conforming to standard guidelines:

• lastname first initial_course number_assignment number (ie kelleym_G001S1_exer1.doc) 
• Times New Roman 12pt normal font 
• 1.5 or 2.0 line spacing 
• 1" margin all around 
• APA citation method 

• reference page (anytime you cite sources) 
• page numbers
• proper headings and enumeration styles

• DO NOT add your student name/class/date heading on your assignments because the file name and date 
stamp on Canvas provides me with this information

•



Remember, the first 20 errors will be counted and an overall 10% reduction will be assessed on your 
assignment. Therefore, proofread your paper before you submit!

APA Style Guidelines on the Internet

Here are some websites that can help you when it comes time to write your papers:

In the past, I had my trusty APA style guide by my side when I wrote my papers (as well as an APA automatic 
citation generator in LaTeX).

But there are now some very nice tools out on the Internet:

• The APA style guide website

• Purdue Online Writing Laboratory General Overview website and side bars for comprehensive listing

• Purdue Online Writing Laboratory APA Sample Paper website

• Citation Machine website for formatting citations, although naively relying on an automatic citation 
generator may get you into trouble—always double check

Get used to using these resources. Your instructors will be very grateful!

...and finally...

Please email me via the Canvas mail system a picture of a garter snake (for the Year of the Snake) to show that 
you read and understood the content of this course syllabus.
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Geography 1: Physical Geography
Spring 2025 Course Schedule

The schedule is subject to change with fair notice and will be made available on the Canvas webpage and via 
email. Check on the Canvas Assignment pages and course calendar for due dates (all written assignments are 
due Friday, 11:59pm the following week unless otherwise specified). 

There will be a question of the day (QoD) for each in-session class. All QoDs are due in two weeks from the 
published date and are closed after a total of four weeks, unless otherwise noted.

Course Schedule




