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challenges related to how housing gets built, owned, sold, and occupied in the U.S., critically 
evaluating the measures public, private, and non-profit actors 
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expectations as described in the syllabus. 
 
Your grade for the course will be based on the following assignments and other activities: 

Assignments 

Percent of 
Course 
Grade 

Course Learning  
Objectives Covered 

Assignment 1: One discussion questions and narrative 
per class        10%                1-4 
Assignment 2: In-class discussion        15%                                     1-4       
Assignment 3: Engagement Unit Activity 1: Attend a 
Public Meeting and Write a Reflection Paper         10%       
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Academic Integrity  
As a student, your commitment to learning is evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State 
University. The 
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URBP 120: INTRODUCTION TO HOUSING ECONOMICS &  POLICY  
SPRING 2025 WEEKLY COURSE SCHEDULE  

 
(Subject to change with fair notice. Instructor will notify students of the changes in the class and by 

uploading a revised syllabus on the course webpage) 
 

Note: Readings available directly from the course Canvas page have the word “(Canvas)” at the end of the 
citation; all other readings are available via the library’s website or elsewhere online, as linked. 
 

Week 1. January 29 (Drs. Douglas and Mathur) 
Class type: Lecture 

 
Course Overview, Assignments 1 and 2 reviewed 

 
 
Week 2. February 5 (Dr. Mathur) 
Class type: Discussion seminar 

 
Overview of housing situation 

Required reading: 
 
The Joint Center for Housing Studies. 2024. State of the Nation’s Housing 2024. Cambridge, MA: 
Harvard University. 
https://www.jchs.harvard.edu/sites/default/files/reports/files/Harvard_JCHS_The_State_of_t 
he_Nations_Housing_2024.pdf (accessed January 17, 2025). (Canvas) 

 
California Association of Realtors. 2024. C.A.R. Releases 2025 Housing Market Forecast. Los Angeles, 
CA: California Association of Realtors. 
https://www.car.org/aboutus/mediacenter/newsreleases/2024-News- 
Releases/2025forecast#:~:text=Existing%2C%20single%2Dfamily%20home%20sales,in%202024 
%20from%202023's%20%24814%2C000. (accessed January 17, 2025). (Canvas) 

 
Budman, S. 2024. Bay Area Housing 
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Affordable Housing 

Required reading: 

Stone, Michael. 2006. What is Housing Affordability? The Case for the Residual Income 
Approach. Housing Policy Debate 17(1): 151-184. (Canvas) 

 
Hartman, Chester. 1998. The case for a right to housing. Housing Policy Debate 9(2): 223-246. (Canvas) 

Recommended reading: 
Carr, James H. 1998. Comment on Chester Hartman’s “the case for a right to housing”: the right to 
“poverty with a roof.” Housing Policy Debate 9(2): 247-258. (Canvas) 

 
Salins, Peter D. 1998. Comment on Chester Hartman’s “the case for a right to housing”: 
housing is a right? Wrong! Housing Policy Debate 9(2): 259-266. (Canvas) 

 
Details of Assignment 3 handed out 
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the Bay Area” policy report (skim): https://cjjc.org/publication/development-without-displacement- 
resisting-gentrification-in-the-bay-area/ 

 
[A selection of new research on anti-gentrification and anti-displacement toolkits from AAG 2025] 

 
Assignment 5 due on Canvas 

 
 
Week 14. April 30 (Dr. Douglas) 
Class type: Guest Lecture + Discussion Seminar 
Guest Speaker (TBD) 

 
New (and Old) 
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Gregg Colburn & Clayton P. Aldern (2022). “Ch. 5 Market” (pp. 121-44) in their Homelessness is a 
Housing Problem: How Structural Factors Explain U.S. Patterns. Oakland: University of California Press. 
(Canvas) 

 
Dan Rinzler et al. / Urban Institute (2022). Evaluation of the Homes for the Homeless Fund: 
Analysis of Development Costs and Timeline for Tahanan (833 Bryant Street), a Permanent Supportive 
Housing Development in San Francisco, Urban Institute report. 
https://www.urban.org/research/publication/evaluation-
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