
 Contact Information

Sophie Kelmenson
Email: sophie.kelmenson@sjsu.edu

I welcome you to contact me outside of class! Please keep in mind I am relatively slow at responding
to emails -- please allow at least 24-48 hours for a response. (This is why you must request an
extension at least 3 days in advance of the due date!)

Office Hours
Wednesday, 12:00 PM to 2:30 PM, zoom

also available by appointment

Office hours will typically be on zoom, though if you would prefer to meet in person just let me
know. I strongly encourage you to take advantage of office hours - we can discuss how the course
is going for you, an upcoming or previous assignment, or related topics that would be useful to
discuss together outside of class. 

 Course Information
Thursday, 6:00 PM to 8:45 PM, Washington Square Hall 113

NOTE: This course also welcomes ENVS/URBP 142 Environmental Planning undergraduates and
PADM 240 Environmental Planning students, who have slightly different requirements.

URBP/ENVS 240 students will have longer papers (8-10 pages), and complete the engagement
assignment to receive credit for a 4 unit course. 

 Course Description and Requisites
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https://library.sjsu.edu/tutorials/online-tutorials
/writingcenter/tutoring/


AI
These tools are just that -- tools -- and should be used with consideration for how it serves you as a
student and how it supports your ability to produce high quality, rigorous work. 

If you choose to use ChatGPT or another AI model in this class, you should strive diligently to make the
work your own. You also must do the following for any assignments that use an AI model:

1. Cite the AI model used at the top of the assignment, and include a paragraph or two that answers
the following questions:
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planning methods, equipping students with the tools needed to create sustainable and equitable solutions
to environmental challenges.

Environmental Planning covers a vast and wide range of topics, of which this survey course aims to provide
an overview and introduction. Together, we will discuss and examine the process, methods, and best
practices of across a range of topics, and you will apply these concepts to an topic of your choice in an
independent research paper. 

This course is ENVS/URBP 142 Environmental Planning and ENVS/PADM/URBP 240 Environmental
Planning. 

ENVS/URBP 142 students will submit shorter papers than 240 students and will not submit the
engagement assignment.

URBP/ENVS 240 students will have longer papers (than undergraduates), and complete the assignment to
receive credit for a 4 unit course, compared to PADM 240 students (3 units). 

Upon successful completion of the course, you will be able to:

1. Describe how environmental planning is related to various fields such
as climate action planning, transportation and land use planning, housing, community economic
development, and innovative technologies.

2. Examine the impacts and potential solutions to address environmental planning challenges, and
analyze policy approaches at multiple scales.

3. Analyze how environmental planning may have disparate impacts on different communities or
populations, and how these impacts may (and should) influencing how planners engage with equitable
development and planning processes

4. Describe the principles and processes of good environmental planning

In addition, we will practice the following skills together: 

1. Reading for essential ideas and takeaways
2. Asking questions and critically engaging materials, especially with an eye towards equity
3. Applying core concepts to new cases and situations 
4. Providing useful feedback to peers
5. Professional writing and presentation skills
6. Developing a professional portfolio to help students pursue a new job/promotion

 Course Materials
We will rely on many readings, posted on canvas, as well as a number of texts. 

 Course Requirements and Assignments
We will complete a number of activities together that will contribute to your grade in this class.
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8 3/13/25 energy   Engagement
Assignment 

9 3/20/25 spring break no class  

10 3/27/25 food systems   first draft due

11 4/3/25 wetlands Randolph, J. 2004. Environmental Land Use Planning and
Management. Island Press.
(https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1604821/files/80599918?
wrap=1)

 Pgs 342-362
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14 4/24/25 air quality Schweitzer, Lisa, and Linsey Marr, ' Planning for Improved Air
Quality and Environmental Health', in Randall Crane, and Rachel
Weber (eds), 
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