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Instructor: Dr. Charles R. Rivasplata

E-Mail: 

Telephone: 

Classroom:

Class Time:

Office Hours:

Zoom Link:

Prerequisites:

charles.rivasplata@sjsu.edu

415-656-6844

Clark Hall 205

Selected Tuesdays: 4:00-5:45 pm (see 11 meeting dates below*)

Tuesdays when class meets, 3:00-4:00 p.m., by appointment

https://sjsu.zoom.us/j/89723543641?pwd=8BjwFiOQDsLkzOq7fZsQmf8ta5UVAd.1

None

* 11 meeting dates: Jan. 28, Feb. 4, 11, 25; Mar. 4, 11, 25; Apr. 8, 15, 22; May 6

&RXUVH�&DWDORJ�'HVFULSWLRQ
URBP 241: An overview of urban sustainability covering topics such as the origins of urban 
sustainability, tools for sustainability planning, global dimensions of sustainability (including 
different approaches to planning across world regions), and visions for creating sustainable futures.

Here is a link to the URBP 241 webpage:  https://sjsu.instructure.com/courses/1599326  

&RXUVH�'HVFULSWLRQ�DQG�&RXUVH�/HDUQLQJ�2EMHFWLYHV��&/2��
This course is intended to provide students with a strong grounding in the theoretical paradigm of 
sustainability, understanding the relationships between human civilization, economic growth, 
“nature” and the environment. Next, the course will focus on evaluating sustainability principles in 
action, analyzing how cities and regions across the world have taken actions to embed sustainability 
principles, policies, and actions into land use planning. A key objective will be to establish the 
philosophical and ethical tenants of sustainability within each student’s understanding and approach 
to urban planning with an ability to translate abstract principles driving sustainability into everyday 
land use planning actions. 

Upon successful completion of the course, students will ideally:

1) Describe and explain the philosophical foundations underlying modern western society with 
respect to how we view “the environment” and its relationship with our society and economy. 
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3) Describe and explain the core tenants of sustainability in a concise manner, interweaving the three 
“E”’s that guide sustainability –environment, economy, and equity. 

4) Describe and explain the modern origins of land use planning and how the regulatory approach 
of addressing the externalities of land development can serve to implement sustainability objectives. 

5) Apply and critique sustainability planning tools such as sustainability indicators, ecological 
footprint analysis, and green building certification.

6) Identify subject areas related to urban sustainability such as land use, urban design, transportation, 
environmental planning, resource use, environmental justice, local economic development, and 
architecture and building construction practices, and explain how these individual topics fit together.

7) Describe and explain natural resource and pollution control factors in planning, as well as how to 
create sustainable futures. 

8) Describe and explain urban sustainable development practices used in cities and regions across 
the world, including those in Europe, Asia, and South America.

9) Describe and explain interactions, flows of persons and goods, cultures, and differing approaches 
to urban sustainability planning across world regions.

10) Describe and explain how to effectively communicate sustainability principles to the public and 
elected officials to inspire action.

3ODQQLQJ�$FFUHGLWDWLRQ�%RDUG��3$%��.QRZOHGJH�&RPSRQHQWV
This course covers the following five PAB Knowledge Components:

1d) Human Settlements and History of Planning: understanding of the growth and development of 
places over time and across space.

1e) The Future: understanding of the relationships between past, present, and future in planning 
domains, as well as the potential for methods of design, analysis, and intervention to influence the 
future.

1f) Global Dimensions of Planning: appreciation of interactions, flows of people and materials, 
cultures, and differing approaches to planning across world regions.

3c) Sustainability and Environmental Quality: appreciation of natural resource and pollution control 
factors in planning and understanding of how to create sustainable futures.

A complete list of the Planning Accreditation Board Knowledge Components can be found at: 

https://sjsu.edu/urbanplanning/graduate-programs/masters-in-urban-planning/pab-
knowledge.php 

5HTXLUHG�&RXUVH�5HDGLQJV
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Course readings are primarily available online (see links in the Course Schedule section of this 
syllabus for week-by-week assignments).  In a few instances, readings are available on Canvas: 
“Files” section, “Readings” folder.  The Course Schedule also has links to the TED Talk videos.

&RXUVH�$VVLJQPHQWV�DQG�*UDGLQJ�3ROLF\
Your grade for the course will be based on the following assignments and other class activities:

Assignments and Graded Activities Due 
Date(s)

Percent of 
Course 
Grade

Course Learning
Objectives 
Covered

Reading Memos (4) Ongoing 12 All

Class Participation Ongoing 13 All

Assignment 1 Feb. 25 15 1d, 1f, 3c

Assignment 2 Mar. 25 20 1e, 1f, 3c

Assignment 3 Apr. 22 20 All

Final Term Paper (12-15 pp.)/Discussion on an 
aspect of the paper

May 6 20 All

This class only meets eleven times during the semester. As such, each student should make every 
effort to be in class on a regular basis. If you are sick or have an unavoidable conflict, please notify 
me in advance by email.  All students in the class will be expected to have read the required readings 
before the start of each class and be ready to discuss the key questions and issues raised.  Class 
discussion is an important component of URBP 241 and thus, reading and participation in class 
constitute a significant component of the course grade.

Success in this course is based on the expectation that for each unit of credit, students will spend a 
minimum of 45 hours per semester (normally, three hours per unit per week with one of the hours 
used for lecture) in class or preparing/studying course-related activities.  

6XVWDLQDELOLW\�LQ�$FWLRQ�±�7KUHH�3DUW�(YDOXDWLRQ
One of your principal class assignments will be a three-part evaluation of sustainability principals in 
action through the lens of a selected community to study.  In these three assignments, described 
below and on the next page, you will evaluate the principals of sustainability planning by examining:

(a) the characteristics of the community with respect to resource needs (energy, water, food), 
their ecological footprint, socio-economic characteristics;

(b) current planning documents adopted by the municipality (or other governing agencies) 
address long term sustainability in the community with respect to resource needs, environmental 
constraints, and socio-economic characteristics; and 

(c) measures that you would prescribe so that the community is sustainable and resilient. 

The course workload will primarily be based on the following activities:
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&ODVVURRP�3URWRFRO
Students are expected to arrive on time to class, be courteous to other students and the instructors 
and refrain from using a cell phone, texting and the internet in class, except as permitted by the 
instructors.  If you need to be absent, please notify both instructors at your earliest convenience.  I 
recognize that illness, personal emergencies and other legitimate conflicts may occur, however please 
remember that each class meeting represents a substantial fraction of the total course.  Be sure to 
check with the instructors regarding any materials or information given out at the session you were 
absent from, and if possible, obtain class notes from a classmate.

8QLYHUVLW\�3ROLFLHV
Per University Policy S16-9, university-wide policy information relevant to all courses, such as 
academic integrity, accommodations, etc. will be available on Office of Graduate and Undergraduate 
Programs’ Syllabus Information web page at http://www.sjsu.edu/gup/syllabusinfo/.

$FDGHPLF�,QWHJULW\�6WDWHPHQW��3ODJLDULVP��DQG�&LWLQJ�6RXUFHV�
3URSHUO\
SJSU’s Policy on Academic Integrity states: “Your commitment, as a student, to learning is 
evidenced by your enrollment at San Jose State University.”  The University Academic Integrity 
Policy S07-2 at http://www.sjsu.edu/senate/docs/S07-2.pdf requires you to be honest in all your 
academic course work.  Faculty members are required to report all infractions to the office of 
Student Conduct and Ethical Development.  The Student Conduct and Ethical Development 
website is available at http://www.sjsu.edu/studentconduct/. 

Plagiarism is the use of someone else's language, images, data, or ideas without providing proper 
attribution. It is a very serious offense both in the university and in your professional work. 
Plagiarism is both theft and lying--you have stolen someone else's ideas, and then have lied by 
implying that they are your own.

Plagiarism will lead to grade penalties and a record filed with 
the Office of Student Conduct and Ethical Development. In 
severe cases, students may also fail the course or even be 
expelled from the university.

If you are unsure what constitutes plagiarism, it is your 
responsibility to make sure you clarify the issues before you 
hand in draft or final work.

Learning when to cite a source (and when not to) is an art, not a science. However, here are some 
common examples of plagiarism that you should be careful to avoid:

�T�P�V�S�D��T�P�V�S�D��T�P�V�S�D�T�P�V�S�D����T�P�V�S�D��U���T�P�V�S�D��T�P�V�S�D��T�P�V�S�D�F�B�T����T�P�V�S�DX0� �0������T�P�V�S�D


�T�P�V�S�D�F���T�P�V�S�D�F��
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/LEUDU\�/LDLVRQ
The SJSU Library Liaison for the Urban and Regional Planning Department is Ms. Lauren DeCelle. 
If you have questions, you can contact her at: lauren.decelle@sjsu.edu or 408-808-2621. 

6-68�:ULWLQJ�&HQWHU
The SJSU Writing Center 
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Challenges http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.li
baccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.
action?docID=714579 
Matthews, Susan. The End of the 
Story (Review of The Inhabitable 
Earth, by D. Wallace-Wells). Slate, 
Feb. 2019.  Available on Canvas.
Wheeler, Steven & Rosan, 
Christina. 2021. Reimagining 
Sustainable Cities, Ch 1. 
Found at:  https://www-degruyter-
com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/docume
nt/doi/10.1525/9780520381209/ht
ml 

#2 (for Feb. 11 
& 25 readings)

Assignment 1 
(due Feb. 25 at 
4:00 p.m.)

Mar, 4, 2025 Socioeconomic 
Challenges and a 
Paradigm Shift to 
Sustainability

Heinberg, Ch. 6. Found at:
http://ebookcentral.proquest.com.li
baccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.
action?docID=714579 
Oxfam. An Economy for the 1%. 
2017.  Download at:  
https://policy-
practice.oxfam.org.uk/our-

PԖɍes adue Far, 3+�'PVOE�BU���baccess.sjlibrary.org/lib/sjsu/detail.hction?docID=720Q525�A¯d cettry  https://www-degruyter-pom.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/documeht/doi/10.1525/9780520381209/htpl 3+�
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Resilient Cities – Overcoming Fossil Fuel 
Dependence. 2017 Ch 2, 3. Found at:
https://link-springer-
com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/content/
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Guidance Documents). Found at:
https://www.arb.ca.gov/cc/capand
trade/capandtrade.htm
California Renewables Portfolio 
Standard. (Skim Program Overview) 
Found at: 
https://www.energy.ca.gov/progra
ms-and-
topics/programs/renewables-
portfolio-standard
Association of Bay Area 
Governments (ABAG) and 
Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC). Plan Bay Area 
2050. Found at:
https://mtc.ca.gov/planning/long-
range-planning/plan-bay-area-2050  
City of San Jose. Pathway to 
Carbon Neutrality by 2030 (Exec. 
Summary, skim the rest). 2022. 
Found at:
https://www.sanjoseca.gov/home/
showpublisheddocument/93082/63
8065452005070000 

Apr. 22, 2025 Sustainability in 
Everyday Planning

1) Rees, William “What’s Blocking 
Sustainability?” in Sustainability: 
Science, Practice & Policy. 
Volume 6/2. 2010. Found at:
http://www.gci.org.uk/Documents
/BlockingSustainability(Final0910).
pdf 
2)  Wheeler & Rosan, Ch. 12.  
Found at: https://www-degruyter-
com.libaccess.sjlibrary.org/docume
nt/doi/10.1525/9780520381209/ht
ml
Groups give a 12-min. presentation 
(using PowerPoint or other aids).  

Assignment 3 
group summary 
and in-class 
presentation  
(due Apr. 22 at 
4:00 p.m.)

May 6, 2025 Student Presentations 
(informal)

Students give a 3-minute informal 
presentation on their term paper.

Term Paper (due 
May 6)

Note: Any modification to this syllabus will be announced via Canvas, e-mail or in class.

Rev. 17 Jan.. 2025


