
!"#$%&'($!)")*$+#,-*.',)/$



!"#$%&'($!)")*$+#,-*.',)/$
+.0"#$"#1$2*3,&#"4$54"##,#3$6*7".)8*#)$ $ $7"3*$;$&:$9; 

practice with ArcGIS Pro and incorporating real-world geospatial data typically used by urban planners. The 
course will consist of four primary components: 

Module 1. “Going Places with Spatial Analysis” Mini-Course (30% of final course grade)   

We will complete an Esri-designed online course over the span of six weeks. You can expect to 
devote roughly 4-5 hours of self-paced work on the course per week. By completing this mini-course, 
you will earn a certificate that you can add to your resume and social media platforms. We will use 
class time to review the concepts covered in the course: 

• Geography Matters 
• Understanding and comparing places 
• Determining how places are related 
• Finding the best locations and paths 
• Detecting and quantifying patterns  
• Making predictions 

 
Module 2. Using ArcGIS for a Los Angeles River Planning Project (40% of final course grade) 

Using a well-designed textbook as a guide, you will model a comprehensive, GIS-based planning 
approach for the future of the Los Angeles River. You will learn the specific steps necessary to 
navigate ArcGIS Pro, acquire and manage geographic data sets, develop effective cartographic 
techniques, and query geospatial data to answer typical planning-related questions. To practice your 
new skills, supplemental exercises designed by me will give you a chance to use real geospatial data 
from Bay Area cities, “warts and all”, to learn how to overcome typical problems encountered by GIS 
practitioners. 

 
Module 3. Independent Final Project (professional engagement unit; 25% of final course grade) 

In this third and final part of the course you will develop, execute, and present an independent final 
GIS project. This will help you properly frame an urban planning issue, analyze related geospatial 
datasets, develop high-
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Course Learning Objectives  
Upon successful completion of the course, you will be able to: 

1. Describe how contemporary urban planners use ArcGIS Pro as a tool for the analysis and display 
of quantitative data such as demographic information from the US Census Bureau  
2. Utilize the core components and functionality of ArcGIS Pro 
3. Prepare professional-grade maps with all necessary cartographic elements 
4. Conduct attribute and spatial queries with geospatial datasets  
5. Conceptualize, design, and execute a structured GIS-based project 
6. Create new geostapaial datasets and edit existing datasets 
7. Utilize geoprocessing tools to transform geospatial datasets into new ones 
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• Exceptional work: A+ (4.33), A/A+ (4.17), A (4), A/A- (3.85), A- (3.67) 
• Above average work
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Course Workload 
Success in this course is based on the expectation that students will spend, for each unit of credit, a minimum 
of forty-five hours over the length of the course (normally 3 hours per unit per week with 1 of the hours used 
for lecture) for instruction or preparation/studying or course related activities including but not limited to 
internships, labs, clinical practica.  

Because this is a four-unit class, you can expect to spend a minimum of nine hours per week in addition to 
time spent in class and on scheduled tutorials or activities. Special projects or assignments may require 
additional work for the course. Careful time management will help you keep up with readings and 
assignments and enable you to be successful in all of your courses.  

Participation in Class and Attendance 
Student participation in class discussions is a vital component of this course and students should make every 
attempt to attend all classes and actively participate in discussions. In cases where a student misses a 
significant number of lectures or does not actively participate in discussions, this will impact the final course 
grade. According to University policy F69-24, “Students should attend all meetings of their classes, not only 
because they are responsible for material discussed therein, but because active participation is frequently 
essential to ensure maximum benefit for all members of the class. Attendance per se shall not be used as a 
criterion for grading.” 

Completing Assignments on Time and Professionally 
Assignments are due at the date and time specified in Canvas and in this syllabus. In only rare instances will 
late assignments be accepted, as described below. Late assignments will receive a one-half letter grade 
deduction for each day an assignment is late. For example, if the assignment would normally receive a grade 
of “B” but is submitted one day late, it will receive a final grade of “B-minus”; after two days late it will 
receive a grade of “C+”. 

I realize that life happens. If you expect not to be able to complete an assignment on time, it is important for 
you to do two things: 

1. Contact me at least 24 hours prior to the due date and, if applicable, the other students 
on your team. If you do not communicate an anticipated late assignment within this 
timeframe, the grade reduction standards above will apply. 

2. Provide a date and time by which the late assignment will be submitted. If you do not 
communicate an anticipated late assignment within this timeframe or if the late assignment is 
not received on the date promised, the assignment will begin losing points for every day it is 
late, as described above. If submission of the assignment continues to be delayed, a final grade 
of 50 is likely.  

A maximum of two late assignments (or parts of assignments) that adhere to this policy will be 
accepted; all subsequent late assignments will receive an automatic grade of 50. Sorry, no exceptions to these 
policies will be granted, in fairness to the majority of students who submit their assignments on time.  

Since this course focuses on the development of professional skills used by urban planners, the presentation 
of submitted materials will be considered as part of the assignment’s grade. All assignments must include the 
student’s name, date, course number, assignment number and other items as directed by the instructor. 
Neatness, clarity and organization will influence your grade.  

Assignments not meeting these fundamental practices of professional presentation will generally receive a 
reduction in the grade.  
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About Me: Rick Kos, AICP  
I am very much looking forward to working with you this semester and expect that you will learn quite a bit 
in our few months together. We'll have some fun along the way, too. My goal is to teach you a number of 
entry-level GIS skills clearly, with minimal jargon and maximum time using the software to help you remain 
competitive in the labor market.   

My formal training is in environmental planning and urban design (B.S., Rutgers University, 1985) as well as 
regional planning and New Urbanism (Masters, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, 1993). 
T
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URBP-278: INTRODUCTION TO GIS FOR URBAN PLANNING 
SPRING 2025 COURSE SCHEDULE 

 
This schedule describes the general approach we will take this semester, but please bear in mind that specific 
details are subject to change with reasonable notice. I will communicate changes via email and verbally in 
class. As denoted with blue-colored headings, the course is divided into three modules:  

Date Topic Assignment(s) Due 

Module 1: “Going Places with Spatial Analysis” Esri Mini-Course 

Jan. 23 

Getting Started and Organized:  

  - Course and syllabus overview 
  - What is GIS and ArcGIS Pro? 
  - How are today’s urban planners using GIS? 
  - What geospatial skills are employers looking for? 
  - Overview: “Going Places with Spatial Analysis” course topics  

  

Jan. 30 
  - Guest lecture: prospective Dept. of Urban & Regional Planning 
        faculty member 
  - Overview of “Going Places with Spatial Analysis” Module 1 

 

  V’
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Date Topic Assignment(s) Due 

Module 2: Using ArcGIS for a Los Angeles River Planning Project (Textbook) 
Module 3: Independent Final Project (April 17 – May 15)  

Mar. 20 


