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33XUU FKLOH VLV ILQQD VO DWhahybl Ee&iRNAt YerieRceé QuhatdoédsHD U G "~
that mean to you? Is there value in that string of words that resonates with you, or is it a string of
nonsense? All the words or phrases used ahmgart of a specific English vernacular: African
American Vernaciar English (AAVE)

The History of AAVE
African American Vernacular English, also known as Black English or formerly known as

AAVE: Dismantling Standard American English (Part 1), Spring 2023. 10f6


http://www.sjsu.edu/writingcenter

AAVE: Dismantling Standard American English (Part 1), Spring 2023. 20f6



3:KHQ >-DFNVRQ@ DVNHG p:KR EH HDWLQJ FRRNLHV"Y] ZKLWH
EODFN NLGV FKRVH &RRNLH ORQVWHQ ,uDovANH G - D kR VIRVQ HIDMACOLE
WKH EODFN NLGV XQGHUVWRRG WKDW LW ZDV (OPR DQRG WKD

Black childrencandistinguish the differendeetweerguestions in this experiment because the
habitual ““be” refers to the general, constant action of a subject according to AAVE as opposed
to SAE’s use of the ‘be’ copula. Cookie Monster is the one usually eating cookies, though not

currently eating cookies; EImo is currently eating cookies but is not known for this action.

Special Auiary Verbs
/IHWYV WDNH D GH H Sfigha ahdcdo@:WRawilikakhbesAatRalae nique to the

ODQJXDJH $IULFDQ $PHULFDQ 9HUQDFXODU (QJOLVK VSHDNH
S U D JP D W1 Iraving RadtidWNar uses and meanings wsienctured correctlyFinna

indicates a currently planned or future event and a variatigorofaor going to(Wolfram).

Comeand alike structures are special auxiliary verbs, too. Its application in AAVE indicates the
VSHDNHUYV LUULWODRPHRORUJVGDVWDRQMRWU DQ HYHQW 6LGQF

Examples of Special Auxiliaries

AAVE: 3$\H P ILQQD JR WR W KH SDUN ODWHU RQ °
SAE: 3+H\ P DERXW WR JR WR WKH SDUN ODWHU RQ ~

AAVE: 37KH\ DOZD\V FRPH LQ KHUH UXQQLQJ DURXQG OUNH FKL
SAE: 37KH\TUH DOzZD\V KHUH UXQQLQJ DURXQG OLNH FKLFNHQV

Misconceptions of AAVE

AAVE has risen in popularity and has made itself a path in theemddnguageftenused by

younger generations. Albeit its widespread use, African American Vern&mngdéishhas

retained its own identityenbo8 Tm 0 g (n V)-6(e)7(rna)6(c)7(u)-y B(rn9 q 0.00)7(d a)7(opTJ ET Q.0
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ActorOne:3<R LI WKLV GRFWRU NHH®N catthbDandsQod gding RQ&KHDG KH
Catch hands (phrasejo start a physical altercation, often used by the person wanting to inftiate

On gang (phrase)emphasizing or hyperbolizing the truth of a statement

Actor Two:
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3, fPPD ILQQD JR WR WKH VWRUH" LV D UHGXQGDQW VWDWHP|
spelled differently)

Activity
8VH FRQWH[W FOXHV WR FKRRVH WKH VHQWHQFH WW WKDW XV
Vernacular English.

1. :RZ KH EH GULEEOLQY WKDW EDOO DOO GD\ WRGD\

2. Lord knows what she be doing at that schoolhouse.

3. :KR VKH WDONLQY WR OLNH WKDW" &RXOGQfW EH PH QR
4. +RzZ DP , JRQY EH WKHUH ZKHQ WKH\ DLQTW WHOO PH WKt
5. , GRQ YWhat R Ee doing to that food, but it be real good.

6. Did you hear that Diane be making candles for the county fair?

Answer Key for Activity
1. Not habitual

Habitual

Not habitual

Not habitual

Habitual

Habitual

o gk wN
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