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AAVE: Dismantling Standard American English (Part 1)     

�³�3�X�U�U�����F�K�L�O�H�����V�L�V���I�L�Q�Q�D���V�O�D�\���W�K�H���E�R�R�W�V���G�R�Z�Q�����\�D���K�H�D�U�G�"�´ When you read that sentence, what does 
that mean to you? Is there value in that string of words that resonates with you, or is it a string of 
nonsense? All the words or phrases used above are part of a specific English vernacular: African 
American Vernacular English (AAVE). 

 

The History of AAVE 
African American Vernacular English, also known as Black English or formerly known as 
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�³�:�K�H�Q���>�-�D�F�N�V�R�Q�@���D�V�N�H�G�����µ�:�K�R���E�H���H�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�"�¶���Z�K�L�W�H���N�L�G�V���W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�R���S�R�L�Q�W���W�R���(�O�P�R���Z�K�L�O�H��
�E�O�D�F�N���N�L�G�V���F�K�R�V�H���&�R�R�N�L�H���0�R�Q�V�W�H�U�����µ�%�X�W���¶���-�D�F�N�V�R�Q���U�H�O�D�W�H�V�����µ�Z�K�H�Q���,���D�V�N�H�G�����
�:�K�R���L�V���H�D�W�L�Q�J���F�R�R�N�L�H�V�"�
��
�W�K�H���E�O�D�F�N���N�L�G�V���X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�R�R�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���(�O�P�R���D�Q�G���W�K�D�W���L�W���Z�D�V���Q�R�W���W�K�H���V�D�P�H�¶�´�����6�P�L�W�K���� 

Black children can distinguish the difference between questions in this experiment because the 
habitual “be” refers to the general, constant action of a subject according to AAVE as opposed 
to SAE’s use of the ‘be’ copula. Cookie Monster is the one usually eating cookies, though not 

currently eating cookies; Elmo is currently eating cookies but is not known for this action. 

Special Auxiliary Verbs 
�/�H�W�¶�V���W�D�N�H���D���G�H�H�S���G�L�Y�H���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���Z�R�U�G�V��finna and come: two auxiliaries that are unique to the 
�O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H�����$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���9�H�U�Q�D�F�X�O�D�U���(�Q�J�O�L�V�K���V�S�H�D�N�H�U�V���X�V�H���V�S�H�F�L�I�L�F���Y�H�U�E�V���W�K�D�W���S�O�D�\���³�V�H�P�D�Q�W�L�F-
�S�U�D�J�P�D�W�L�F�´���U�R�O�H�V�² having particular uses and meanings when structured correctly. Finna 
indicates a currently planned or future event and a variation of gonna or going to (Wolfram). 
Come and alike structures are special auxiliary verbs, too. Its application in AAVE indicates the 
�V�S�H�D�N�H�U�¶�V���L�U�U�L�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���G�L�V�G�D�L�Q���I�R�U �V�R�P�H�R�Q�H�¶�V���D�F�W�L�R�Q�V���R�U���D�Q���H�Y�H�Q�W�����6�L�G�Q�H�O�O���� 

Examples of Special Auxiliaries 

AAVE: �³�$�\�H�����,�¶�P���I�L�Q�Q�D���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�U�N���O�D�W�H�U���R�Q���´��vs. 
SAE: �³�+�H�\�����,�¶�P���D�E�R�X�W���W�R���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���S�D�U�N���O�D�W�H�U���R�Q���´ 

AAVE: �³�7�K�H�\���D�O�Z�D�\�V���F�R�P�H���L�Q���K�H�U�H���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���O�L�N�H���F�K�L�F�N�H�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�\���K�H�D�G�V���F�X�W���R�I�I���´���Y�V����
SAE: �³�7�K�H�\�¶�U�H���D�O�Z�D�\�V���K�H�U�H���U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���D�U�R�X�Q�G���O�L�N�H���F�K�L�F�N�H�Q�V���Z�L�W�K���W�K�H�L�U���K�H�D�G�V���F�X�W���R�I�I���´ 

Misconceptions of AAVE 

AAVE has risen in popularity and has made itself a path in the modern language often used by 
younger generations. Albeit its widespread use, African American Vernacular English has 
retained its own identityenbo8 Tm
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Actor One: �³�<�R�����L�I���W�K�L�V���G�R�F�W�R�U���N�H�H�S�V���O�H�D�Y�L�Q�J���X�V���R�Q���U�H�D�G�����K�H��gon’ catch hands, on gang���´�����&�K�H�� 

Catch hands (phrase) - to start a physical altercation, often used by the person wanting to initiate 

On gang (phrase) - emphasizing or hyperbolizing the truth of a statement 

Actor Two: 
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���³�,�¶�P�P�D���I�L�Q�Q�D���J�R���W�R���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�H�´���L�V���D���U�H�G�X�Q�G�D�Q�W���V�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W�����µ�,�¶�P�P�D�¶���D�Q�G���µ�I�L�Q�Q�D�¶���D�U�H���W�K�H���V�D�P�H���Y�H�U�E��
spelled differently.) 

 

Activity 

�8�V�H���F�R�Q�W�H�[�W���F�O�X�H�V���W�R���F�K�R�R�V�H���W�K�H���V�H�Q�W�H�Q�F�H���V�����W�K�D�W���X�V�H�V���W�K�H���K�D�E�L�W�X�D�O���µ�E�H�¶���I�U�R�P���$�I�U�L�F�D�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�Dn 
Vernacular English. 
 

1. �:�R�Z�����K�H���E�H���G�U�L�E�E�O�L�Q�¶���W�K�D�W���E�D�O�O���D�O�O���G�D�\���W�R�G�D�\�� 
2. Lord knows what she be doing at that schoolhouse. 
3. �:�K�R���V�K�H���W�D�O�N�L�Q�¶���W�R���O�L�N�H���W�K�D�W�"���&�R�X�O�G�Q�¶�W���E�H���P�H�����Q�R���Z�D�\�����Q�R���K�R�Z�� 
4. �+�R�Z���D�P���,���J�R�Q�¶���E�H���W�K�H�U�H���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���D�L�Q�¶�W���W�H�O�O���P�H���W�K�H���W�L�P�H�" 
5. �,���G�R�Q�¶�W���N�Q�R�Z��what she be doing to that food, but it be real good. 
6. Did you hear that Diane be making candles for the county fair? 

 

Answer Key for Activity 
1. Not habitual 
2. Habitual 
3. Not habitual 
4. Not habitual 
5. Habitual 
6. Habitual 
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