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[Introduction] In many forest ecosystems, green leaf deposition (greenfall) constitutes an
enrichment over background levels of litterfall nutrients and may therefore influence key ecosystem
processes. [Purpose] This study examined the litter quality and decomposition rates of green leaves
compared to senescent litterfall for four dominant tree species (Dacryodes excelsa, Manilkara bidentata,
Guarea guidonia, and Cecropia schreberiana) in a lower montane rain forest at El Verde Field Station,
Luquillo Experimental Forest, Puerto Rico. [Method] Green leaves from the canopy and freshly senesced
leaves from the forest floor were analyzed for carbon, nitrogen, and fiber and placed in litterbags in the
field for up to 16 weeks. [Result] Green leaves displayed significantly higher rates of decompositions than
did senescent litter among all four species. [Result] Green leaves also had significantly higher nitrogen
concentrations and lower lignin to nitrogen ratios compared to senescent leaves. [Conclusion] These results
suggest that greenfall may have a major influence on decay processes and nutrient cycling in forests that

experience large-scale green foliage removal.

Fonte and Schowalter, “Decomposition of Greenfall vs. Senescent Foliage in a Tropical Forest Ecosystem
in Puerto Rico,” bioTROPICA, 2004.
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Reread the three abstract samples. Identify phrase examples that signal what function a sentence is
doing. From the three abstracts, find at least two examples for each part. You can look at page 2 and 3

for models.

Part

Function

Key Phrase Example

1 | Introduction

Establishes
paper’s context
and motivates the
research or
discussion

2 Purpose

Indicates purpose
or thesis, outlines
the aim behind the

paper

3 Method

Provides
information on
design,
procedures, data

analysis, etc.

4 Result

Indicates results
and key findings

5 | Conclusion

Points to
applications or
wider implications
and interpretation
scope
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