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Coordinating Conjunctions (FANBOYS) 

Coordinating conjunctions connect two equal words, phrases, or clauses.  

FANBOYS   

There are seven coordinating conjunctions: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. A useful strategy to 

remember them is to memorize the acronym FANBOYS: 
 

F  A  N  B  O  Y  S 

o  n  o  u  r  e  o 

r  d  r  t    t 

 

Joining Independent Clauses 

An independent clause can stand by itself as a complete sentence. To join two independent 

clauses, writers often use a comma followed by a coordinating conjunction. The basic structure 

of a sentence that uses a coordinating conjunction is as follows: 

 

Subject + verb + object, [coordinating conjunction] subject + verb + object. 

 

Joining two independent clauses with a coordinating conjunction creates a compound sentence. 

 

Examples:       I like football, and I like hockey. 

                        The directions are complicated, but I am starting to understand them.  

 

In the first example, the coordinating conjunction is and. It separates the two independent 

clauses: ³,�OLNH�IRRWEDOO´�DQG�³,�OLNH�KRFNH\.´�In the second example, the coordinating 

conjunction is but. It separates the two independent clauses: ³7KH�GLUHFWLRQV�DUH�FRPSOLFDWHG´�

DQG�³,�DP�VWDUWLQJ�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�WKHP�´  

 

In both examples, there is an independent clause on both sides of the coordinating conjunction, 

and a comma is required before the coordinating conjunction.  

Joining Words and Phrases 

Coordinating conjunctions can connect two words. When just two words are connected using a 
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