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Discussion Section for Research Papers

The discussion section is one of the final parts of a research
paper, in which an author describes, analyzes, and interprets their
findings. They explain the significance of those results and tie
everything back to the research question(s). In this handout, you
will find a description of what a discussion section does,
explanations of how to create one, sample discussion sections,
and a culminating activity to practice identifying the parts of the
discussion section.

What is the Purpose of a Discussion Section?
The discussion reviews the findings and puts them into the context of the overall research. It
brings together all the sections that came before it and allows a reader to see the connections
between each part of the research paper. In a discussion section, the author engages in three
necessary steps: interpretation, analysis, and explanation. An effective discussion section will tell
a reader why the research results are important and where they fit in the current literature, while
also being self-critical and candid about the shortcom
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5. 5HFRPPHQGDWLRQV� Does the discussion point out where future research may be helpful
or necessary?

6. 5HVWDWHPHQW� Does the discussion restate and emphasize its most significant results and
their meanings?
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