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1.  “Affect” vs. “Effect” 

a. The documentary affected changes in global policy. 

b. The documentary effected changes in global policy. 

 

Stop: Look up the definitions of these two words. Write them below. 

 

Affect:  

 

Effect:  

 

Translate: 

a.  

b.  

 

Decide: 

a.  

b. 

 

2. “If” vs. “Whether” 

a. I do not know if Marina likes to eat chicken or pork. 

b. I do not know whether Marina likes to eat chicken or pork. 

 

Stop: Look up the definitions of these two words. Write them below. 

 

If: 

 

Whether: 

 

Translate: 

a.  

b.  

Decide: 

a.  

b.   

3.  “Complement” vs. “Compliment” 

a. Oscar complements Tasha‟s new happy-go-lucky attitude. 

b. Oscar compliments Tasha‟s new happy-go-lucky attitude. 

 

Stop: Look up the definitions of these two words. Write them below. 
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Complement: 

, 
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a.  

b.  

6.  “Since” vs. “Because” 

a. I035 52.464 Tm
] TJ

E8BT

/F3 12 Tf

1 0 0 1 3veT

1be



   

Editing: Meaningful Word and Punctuation Choices, Spring 2015. 6 of 10 
 

another, such as “I think she attended for another reason.” For the latter, option b is 

the clearest choice. 

b. Yes. This example is acceptable if writers mean to say that Sheila‟s being sick has 

led them to think that she did not attend the meeting. 

 

1.  Comma With “Because” 

a. I do not want to study because I have a lot of homework. 

b. Because I have a lot of homework, I do not want to study. 

 

Translate: 

a.
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a. I care so little about how much you like doing your homework that I could not care any 

less. 

b. I care at least somewhat about how much you like doing your homework, so it is possible 

that I could care less. 

 

Decide: 

a. Yes. This example is acceptable if writers mean to say that they do not care at all whether 

you like to do your homework. 

b. No. This example is unacceptable as a way for writers to say that they do not care 

whether you like to do your homework. If they mean to say that they do care, there are 



   

Editing: Meaningful Word and Punctuation Choices, Spring 2015. 9 of 10 
 

a. Somewhat. It is unclear whether “because” applies to “study” or “want.” If it applies to 

“study,” writers could mean that they want to study, but their reason for wanting to study 

is not that they have a lot of homework. If it applies to “want,” writers could mean that 

they do not want to study, and their having a lot of homework is why. 

b. Yes. This example is acceptable if writers mean to say that they do not want to study, and 

their having a lot of homework is why. The comma clarifies the sentence by proving that 

“because” does not apply to “study.” 

 

2. Translate: 

a. At the church, the religious experience I had was deep. 

b. At the church, the experience I had was deep and religious. 

 

Decide: 

a. Yes. This example is acceptable if writers mean to say that they had a religious 

experience that was deep. 

b. Yes. This example is acceptable if writers mean to say that they had an experience that 

was both deep and religious. 

 

3. Translate: 

a. Jerry looks like an appealing meal. 

b. I am telling Jerry that I would like to eat.  

 

Decide:  

a. Unlikely, but yes. This example is acceptable if 
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