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Although a person of authority can set a good example at times, their words aren’t justification 

for anything being a fact. There should be concrete evidence before something is stated as a fact. 

The Bandwagon Fallacy 

This fallacy uses the assumption that the majority is right, and that whatever the majority 

believes or does, you should too. 
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Slippery Slope 

This fallacy assumes that one step in a particular direction will culminate into a (usually 

negative) result later and that it’s impossible to stop midway. 
 
 

“If we allow the government to regulate the economy, then, eventually, we’ll become socialists.”  
 

 

This statement ignores the possibility that there’s a middle ground where the economy is 

partially regulated; it goes directly to the most extreme scenario without any evidence that the 

most extreme scenario is certain to happen. 

The Straw Man Fallacy 

This fallacy takes the opponent’s argument and creates a weaker version of it that is easily 

knocked down. 

 
 

“We should ensure that the police are held accountable for their actions like other citizens.” This 

statement could be made weaker by saying, “The police are bad.”  
 

 

By taking out any nuance and simplifying it, the argument is easily knocked down by arguing 

that the police help catch criminals to keep the public safe. However, this restatement distorts the 

original argument, and the rebuttal addresses only the distorted restatement. 

The Texas Sharpshooter Fallacy 

This fallacy is when someone cherry picks data to suit their argument (ignoring differences) or 

finds patterns to fit their presumptions (overemphasizing similarities). Clusters of data will 

almost always occur by random chance, and humans have a tendency to find patterns, but that 

doesn’t indicate that there actually is a pattern.  
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