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hedging and softening, will add professionalism to your writing. When discussing research and 
data, you should include the right amount of hedging because absolute certainty implies that 
there is no need for further research. There is a time and place to sound confident in your claims, 
and hedging helps your writing sound analytical, observant, and professional.(
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Hedging and softening include the tailored use of verbs (e.g., seem, appear), modals (e.g., could, 
can, might), adjectives of probability and quantity (e.g., possible, one of), adverbs of probability 
and frequency (e.g., possibly, generally), nouns (e.g., likelihood, probability), and certain phrases 
(e.g., based on, many scholars agree). When you examine your writing, look for emotional or 
judgement-



$$

$
@*71,#1A$!&B)*#,#1A$"#7$0.,)*.C'$D,')"#9*



$$

$
@*71,#1A$!&B)*#,#1A$"#7$0.,)*.C'$D,')"#9*A$E"<<$FGFH4$$ K$&B$I$
$

8. In 1902, the Poison Squad experiment asked volunteers to consume food additives that 
they learned were toxic, and it led to a milestone law that ensures our food is safer. 
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