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conditions on their forestlands relative to neighboring lands? [Brief Roadmap] In the
discussion, we return to the question of how differences in values and goals contribute to the
differences in outcomes we document.

Source: Waller, D., and Reo, N., “First stewards: ecological outcomes of forest and wildlife
stewardship by indigenous peoples of Wisconsin, USA,” Ecology and Society, 2018.

How did this example differ from the previous one? What writing tools did the author use, and
were they effective? Rather than an inverted triangle structure, which moves from general to
specific, this author opted for an hourglass structure, moving from broad, to specific, then back
to broad. While this introduction still follows the CARS Model, Step 3 is separated from Steps 1
and 2 with case studies and background information.

Activity: Investigate Introductions in Your Discipline
Navigate to the SJSU Library Homepage (https://library.sjsu.edu/) and sign into your account.
Click “Journals” and enter the name of a major journal in your discipline. For example, if you
study aerospace engineering, you might search for Progress in Aerospace Sciences. Open your
selected journal, and input key terms that interest you to identify three related research articles.

Examine the introductions, noting the similarities and differences. How are the introductions
organized, and what information do they convey? Are the introductions long or short?

Next, find one more reputable journal within your discipline, repeating the same process to find
three more articles. Do they follow the same structure as the previous journal? If not, what is
different? These observations will further guide you in writing strong introductions that adhere to
the standards of your academic discipline.

To take it a step further, find author guidelines for your selected journals to ensure that your
research paper will have what it takes to get published should you choose.
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